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Chapter I: Bereisheet (Gen. 1:1-6:8)

Essay 5. Joshua’s power to make the sun stand still.

YW YWY 00 W7 AR Ay 199 RO 13 TR 020 TN A7 o3 YnY) pop vy 131 WTR
3 1IPT 9 WIKD PN PR LI pig 12 R LIT102 0In mwn 090) 2w iRen ,a"apn vhy avay
POXY 'Y R L WUnWa 01T T 23091 017 AR AR 790 AnniT KW awn 2 R man 23937 R 190 en

2"V D) WRwa 071 TR 0] Wnwa a3m aivna XaR TniX AR 72 89 AR RART 20027 XY XYU2 K729 9 0N

There is a Midrash Rabbah (Gen. Rabbah 6:9) on the verse, “And G-d set them in the
expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth, to dominate the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness” (Gen. 1:17-18):

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said, the Book of Deuteronomy was a banner
for Joshua. At the time that the Holy One, Blessed be He, revealed Himself to
[Joshua], He found him sitting with the Book of Deuteronomy in his hand.
[G-d] said to him, “Be strong, Joshua; be courageous, Joshua.! ‘Don’t let this
Book of the Law cease from your lips.” ”> He took it and showed it to the sun
in its revolutions. He said to him, “Just as I have not stood still from studying
this Book, so you should stand still before me.” Immediately “the sun stood
still” (Joshua 10:13).3

Rabbi Yitzchak said, [Joshua] said to [the sun], “You evil servant,
weren’t you the property of my [fore]father? Didn’t my [fore]father see you in
a dream:* ‘And, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to
me’ ” (Gen. 37:9)? Immediately “the sun stood still” (Joshua 10:13).

- (Gen. Rabbah 6:9)

’ English translation: Copyright © 2019 by Charles S. Stein.

'Deut. 31:23: “And He charged Joshua son of Nun: ‘Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the Israelites
into the land that I promised them on oath, and I will be with you.” ” Joshua 1:7: “But you must be very strong and
courageous to observe faithfully all the Teaching that My servant Moses enjoined upon you. Do not deviate from it to
the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.”

2 Joshua 1:8: “Don t let this Book of the Law cease from your lips, but recite it day and night, so that you may
observe faithfully all that is written in it. Only then will you prosper in your undertakings and only then will you be
successful.”

3 See Joshua 10:12—14, where the sun stood still at the battle at Gibeon.

4 Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim (Num. 13:8), and thus was a descendant of Joseph.
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It requires review what relevance Deuteronomy has to the revolution of the sun, and
why it arose in the mind at the beginning that the sun would not stand still before Joshua,
but after it saw the Book of Deuteronomy it immediately stood still. The words of Rabbi
Yitzchak also require review. If he was disagreeing with the words of Rabbi Shimon ben
Yochai, what was the disagreement, and if he wasn’t disagreeing, what need was there for
this new opinion of “you evil servant etc.”?
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In the explanation of the anthology of the midrash,’ it is brought in the name of the
Yafeh To’ar commentary that he questioned why the sun didn’t want to stand still. For didn’t
the Holy One, Blessed be He, make a stipulation with the act of Creation, as it says on the
verse, “My own hands stretched out the heavens, And I marshaled all their host” (Isaiah
45:12)?% The solution is that this stipulation was absolutely that every act of Creation had to
change its nature upon the command of the righteous, but because of this the sun didn’t want
to stand still, for it thought that Joshua was not worthy to quiet it. [The Yafeh To’ar| asked
on this point, doesn’t the explanation say a stipulation with the sun that it would be still
specifically before Joshua, and if so, why didn’t it want to be still initially? There still remains
for us room to question how it arose in the mind of the sun that Joshua was not suitable to
quiet it, i.e., was not worthy of the status of being a righteous person.

3 The author uses the word V2% (yalkut) (anthology), which generally refers to the midrashic compilation Yalkut
Shimoni. However, he specifically mentions Yafeh To’ar, which is a commentary on the Midrash Rabbah. Therefore,
the translator interprets yalkut here as meaning “anthology [of the midrash].”

¢See Gen. Rabbah 5:4 and Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 462. Also see Shabbat 88a: “the Holy One, Blessed be He,
established a condition with the acts of Creation, and said to them: If Israel accepts the Torah, you will exist; but if
not, I will return you to [the primordial state of] chaos and disorder.”
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Here all the amoraim disagree in the first chapter of Avodah Zarah (25a)" on the verse,
“Thus the sun halted in midheaven, and did not press on to set, for a whole day” (Joshua
10:13). It appears that there were two times that Joshua stayed the sun, once in the middle
of the day, and one closer to evening. The Maharsha questions why it didn’t halt just once for
the total amount of time that it halted two times, and he leaves it needing explanation, and
see there.” It’s known what [the rabbis] of blessed memory said, “The face of Moses was as
bright as the face of the sun; the face of Joshua was like the face of the moon” (Bava Batra
75a). It’s also known that the rule of the sun is during the day, and the rule of the moon is at
night, as it’s written, “the greater light to dominate the day and the lesser light to dominate
the night” (Gen. 1:16).
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Now it’s possible to say that the revolution of the sun was loath to listen to the voice
of Joshua in standing still the first time, and also wasn’t listening to him in standing still the
last time, since the face of Joshua was like the face of the moon. I.e., he had governance only
at night, which was the time of rule of the moon. At the same time, he had permission to
command the revolution of the sun also according to the stipulation of the Holy One, Blessed
be He, at the time of the Creation of the Universe, but Joshua on the contrary wanted to
make it stand still two times in order to rebut [the sun’s| opinion and to show that he had the
power to make it stand still, even in the day, which was the time of the rule of the sun. If he
would make it stand still only one time, even if he would make it stand still in the middle of
the day, the power and the merit of Joshua wouldn’t be known. We say that because of the

7 This citation actually appears in the second chapter of Avodah Zarah.

8 How much [time elapsed before the sun finally set]? Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said 24 hours: It traveled [across
the sky for] six [hours] and stood [still for] six [hours, and again] traveled six [hours] and stood [still for] six [hours,
so] the entire matter [lasted the duration] of an entire day. Rabbi Elazar said 36 [hours: The sun] traveled for six [hours]
and stood for 12 [hours, and again] traveled six [hours] and stood for 12 [hours, so that the accumulated time of] its
suspension was that of an entire day. Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said: 48 [hours elapsed before it set.] It traveled six
[hours] and stood for 12 [hours, and then] traveled six [hours] and stood for twenty-four [hours].

9Not located by the translator.



initial condition that the righteous could control the acts of Creation and the needs of the war
alone, the sun needed to listen to [Joshua’s] voice, and not because of the merit of Joshua,
and therefore he raised the Book of Deuteronomy and showed it to the revolution of the sun,
etc.
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It’s known that the name [of G-d] 7"°7X (I will be) has a Gematria of 455 according to
the Mispar Shemi/Milui method when the %e# is spelled three different ways,'? the same as the
standard Gematria of "0 (tana) (give),'! which is an esoteric secret equal to the Gematria
of [the letters of] Moses spelled according to the Mispar Shemi/Milui method when the heh is
spelled >"7.!% Similarly, the word 2" n (chotem) (seal) has a standard Gematria that rises to 455
when one includes the total number of words,'* and this is an esoteric secret of the great seal
of Yom Kippur.'*
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In truth, the Gematria for the added letters alone according to the Mispar Ne’elam
method is 392 (when the heh is spelled three different ways),'> ! and this is an esoteric secret
equal to the standard Gematria of the word a">nwa (besamim) (spices)!” in the phrase “take choice
spices” (Ex. 30:23). With the inclusion of adding the number of words of the three names [of
G-d], i.e., referring to the name “I will be,” for which we spelled each letter completely three
times, with a different spelling of the letter #eh each time, [the total] increases to 395, and this is

19This relies upon the letters of G-d’s name 7"°7X being spelled out three times, with different spellings for 17 (heh)
each time. Thu, *"77 7" "7 7"9R yields 161, X" 7" X"7 9"9R yields 143, and 7" 7" 7"7 9"9X yields 151. The total of
these three spellings, 161+143+151=455.

' The Gematria of 1"in is 400+50+5=455.

12 The first letter, » (mem) when spelled completely (2"n) has a Gematria of 40+40=80. The second letter, @ (shin)
when spelled completely (3"w) has a Gematria of 300+10+50=360. The third letter i1 (heh) when spelled completely
(°"7) has a Gematria of 5+10=15. Thus, the word has a total Gematria of 80+360+15=455.

13 Using the Gematria method of adding the number of words to the total, the value of 2"mn is 8+6+400+40=454.
and adding one for the word equals 455.

4 On Yom Kippur, the fate of each person is sealed for the upcoming year.

15 That is, in note 10, we added up the value of the letters >"71 7"1° "1 7"5R (161), X"77 7" X" 7"2% (143), and 7R
7" 7" "7 (151). If only the added letters are considered, >" 7" °" 7"% would yield 140, X" 7" 8" "% would yield 122,
and 7" 7" 7" "2 would yield 130. Thus, 140+122+130=392.

16 Hayyim Vital’s Pri Etz Chaim, Gate of the Holies 2, notes that 7" has the same Gematria of 7"1n according
to the Milui method, and that 7"1X has a Gematria of 392 for the Ne’elam method.

17 The standard Gematria of 2"nwa is 2+300+40+10+40=392.
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the same as the standard Gematria of the word " 3wn (mishneh) (second),'® which is an esoteric
secret of the seal of the night of Hoshana Rabbah, which is second to the first seal of Yom
Kippur.'” Moses thus merited the first seal, as he merited understanding, as is known. The
second seal was given to Joshua, who had a total (including counting the word) of 392,%° and
he had the face of the moon, as is known.
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See the Introduction of the ReMeZ>! on the reading for the night of Hoshana Rabbah,
and these are his words:

Therefore it is said ‘And give him some of your majesty (i.e., authority)’
(Num. 27:20), and the word n'"' n: (natata) (give) means the esoteric secret 77''1wn»
(mishneh) (second) and the esoteric secret 73"'1n (tana) (give), i.e., a second giving
of the Law.?? Thus, Mishneh Torah (second law), which is the fifth book, i.e.,
Deuteronomy, is compared to G-d’s majesty, and that is the intent of ‘You have
set Your majesty (7"77 77"1n) upon the heavens’ (Ps. 8:2).%°

Correlating Moses to the primary is correct. And Joshua (¥'"w37) his
lieutenant (Y'"'7711wn) was concealed in the secondary. This is an esoteric secret
of a seal within a seal.>*

13 The Book of Deuteronomy was known as Mishneh Torah (Second Law) until the Middle Ages. “Deuteronomy”
is Greek for “Second Law.” The word 1"1wn (Mishneh) has a standard Gematria of 40+300+50+5=395.

19 While on Yom Kippur, the fate of each person is sealed for the upcoming year. The Zohar says that this judgment
is not “delivered” until Hoshana Rabbah, the last day of Sukkot, during which time one can still alter his verdict and
decree for the new year.

20 Using the Gematria method of adding the number of words to the total, the value of ¥"wim is
10+5+6+300+70=391. and adding one for the word equals 392.

21 Rabbi Moses ben Mordechai Zacuto (c. 1625-1697), Kabbalist and poet in Amsterdam and Italy.

22 As noted above, the standard Gematria of 7"1wn» (mishneh) (second) is 395, and the standard Gematria of 7"1n
(tana) (give) is 455. Added together, this totals 850, which is the standard Gematria of n"ni1 (natata) (give):
50+400+400=850. The first edition reads n"n1 non1, “and the word ‘v ’natata (and give),” ” thus including the prefixed
vay from Num. 27:20. But that would make the Gematria 856. Therefore, the translator has emended the text to omit
the prefixed vav. [Furthermore, Num. 27:20 has the spelling 1nn]), with a seh added to the end of the word, which
would also throw off the total. However, the spelling 1°2¥ 7717 nn1 appears in a number of places without the seh,
including the Kli Yakar and Rabbeinu Bahya, as well Midrash Tanchuma, Beha’alotecha 16:1; and Zohar I:21b.]

23 The use of gershayim for 7" 7"in indicate that the Gematria (490) is relevant, but the translator has not
determined the relevance.

24 The use of gershayim for ¥"wim and 1"7mwn suggest that the Gematrias are relevant (397 and 401, respectively),
but the translator has not determined the relevance.



And see there for his comments.? In this, Joshua showed the sun that he had the power, like
Moses, as he was [Moses’] student. He had the power to command 2'"»w% (to the heavens)
that have the Gematria 7" 1wn (second),?® and immediately the sun halted.
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In this way, the beginning of the midrash is precise, the Book of Deuteronomy was a
banner for Joshua, which was actually directed against Joshua’s viewpoint. The Holy One,
Blessed be He, said to him, “Don’t let this Book of the Law cease from your lips” (Joshua 1:8),
so that you’ll have the power of all of the Book of the Law, since the beginning of the Torah
takes after the end, i.e., the Book of Deuteronomy is considered a summary of the laws given
earlier.
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Rabbi Yitzchak came to add a different flavor with a simple meaning. Joshua asked
the sun, “You evil servant, weren’t you the property of my [fore]father?” He asked this
because he was angry at the sun, that it didn’t want to listen to his voice, i.e., his command to
stand still. That is why he said to it, “Didn’t my [fore]father see you in a dream: ‘And, behold,
the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me’ (Gen. 37:9)?” The Yafeh To’ar
commentary asks, “What kind of claim is this?” I.e., why did Joshua present this as a question,
instead of making a statement? The Yafeh To’ar continues, “Was it Reuben who dreamed that
Simon was his servant, who would thus be daydreaming?” I.e., everyone knows that it was
Joshua’s forefather, Joseph, who dreamed that the sun would bow down to him, so why didn’t
Joshua express this as a statement? The answer is that he presented a rhetorical question to the sun
for dramatic effect, because he was angry with it.

25 Rabbi Moses ben Mordechai Zacuto (“the ReMeZ”), Hen Kol Chadash (Amsterdam 1712). Zera Shimshon
actually paraphrases Hen Kol Chadash, rather than quoting it precisely.

26 As noted above, the standard Gematria of 7"wwn is 395. The word a"»w> (to the heavens) has a standard
Gematria of 30+300+40+10+40=420, which does not match. If the prefixed lamed (to the) is removed, the standard
Gematria of 2" nw would be 390, which still would not match. Perhaps the intent is 2"nwn (the heavens), which would
have a matching standard Gematria of 395.
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It appears that you must say that the dream’s plain meaning is true. This dream
caused the hatred of his brothers (Gen. 37:5-11),%” and it’s known that this hatred was Divine
Providence from the Supreme Creator, as is written in the midrash, “Why did they hate him?
So that the sea would be torn before them” (Gen. Rabbah 84:8),?® as it says, “The sea saw and
fled” (Ps. 114:3). What did it see? It saw the coffin of Joseph.”’ Because of their hatred, [the
brothers] sold him, and because he was sold to Egypt, he came to the situation from which
he merited to be called “a shepherd of Israel,” as it’s written, “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
Who leads Joseph like a flock (Ps. 80:2).”%°
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One who is a shepherd needs to have food for his flock at hand, for if not, how can he
be a shepherd? Thus we find when Moses blessed [the tribes of Joseph], as he said, “May his
land be blessed by the L-rd with excellence from Heaven: with dew and with watery depths
stretched out below” (Deut. 33:13). This is as Isaac blessed Jacob, “May G-d give you of the
dew of Heaven and the fat of the earth” (Gen. 27:28), and [Moses] returned to this theme and
said, “with the bounteous yield of the sun” (Deut. 33:14). This is as if to say that the sun
served [Joseph] to prepare the food for his needs as a shepherd, and [the sun] is obligated to
him as a point of law, since G-d created it for [Joseph’s] sake, as because the sun bowed to
him in his dream, he came to the hands of the hatred of his brothers. Because of this, the sun

is itself obligated to serve him in all that he needs.
%k %k 3k

%7 Technically, they hated Joseph before his dreams, due to his father’s favoritism (Gen. 37:4). They also hated
him after his first dream, when the sheaves his brothers were binding bowed down to his sheaf (Gen. 37:5-8). The
dream discussed here, when the sun and moon and eleven stars bowed down to him, was his second dream (Gen.
37:9-11).

28 The midrash makes a play on words from the embroidered tunic (2°09 nin>) that Israel made for Joseph, noting
that 0°05 (pasim) can be split into two words 2° 03 (pas yam) (a strip of sea).

2% Midrash Tehillim (Shocher Tov) 114: “When Israel arrived to the sea, they waged war with each other to see
which tribe would descend into the sea first. . . . The sea saw that Israel was waging war on each other for the sake of
sanctifying the Holy Name. The sea said, “Why am I standing?’ Immediately it fled, as it says, ‘The sea saw and fled.’
Another factor [led the sea to flee]: it saw the coffin of Joseph going down to the sea.” Gen. Rabbah 87:8: “Shimon,
a man of Kitron, says, “In the merit of the bones of Joseph, the sea was torn for Israel.”

30 That is, the “Shepherd of Israel” in Ps. 80:2 refers to G-d. But Sotah 36b and Rashi take the view that Israel is
equated to a flock called Joseph, because it was Joseph who supported Israel and provided for them during the days
of famine. Thus, Joseph, too, is considered a shepherd of Israel.
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