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Chapter I: Bereisheet (Gen. 1:1-6:8) 
 
Essay 7. A teaching of proper behavior and humility. 
 

אוֹמֵר בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁהָיָה מֹשֶׁה כּוֹתֵב הַתּוֹרָה הָיָה   ]ר' שְׁמוּאֵל בַּר נַחְמָנִי בַּשֵּׁם ר' יוֹנָתָן[,  וְכוּ'  יַלְקוּט עַל פָּסוּק נַעֲשֶׂה אָדָם  מִדְרָשׁ

וְיוֹם יוֹם  כָּל  מַעֲשֶׂה  לְפָנָיו,  כּוֹתֵב  אָמַר  אָדָם  נַעֲשֶׂה  לַפָּסוּק  שֶׁהִגִּיעַ  עוֹלָם  ,כְּיוֹן  שֶׁל  פֹּה    ,רִבּוֹנוֹ  פִּתְחוֹן  נוֹתֵן  אַתָּה  לָמָּה 
וְהוּא תָּמוּהַּ דְּקוּשִׁיַּת מֹשֶׁה הִיא קוּשְׁיָא חֲזָקָה וּתְשׁוּבַת הקב"ה    עכ"ל.  יִטְעֶה  לִטְעוֹתרוֹצֶה  כָּתוּב וְהָ   , לָאֶפִּיקוֹרוֹסִים? אָמַר לוֹ

 .תְּמוּהָה
 

There is a Midrash Yalkut Shimoni, on the verse, “And G-d said, “Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the 
whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on earth.” (Gen. 1:26). The Midrash says:  

[Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said in the name of R’ Yochanan]1: At 
the time that Moses wrote the Torah he wrote each incident day by day, and 
when he arrived at the verse, “Let us make man,” he said before [G-d], 
“Master of the Universe, why do you give an opening here for heretics?” That 
is, a heretic might point to the plural language, “Let us,” and might argue that there 
were multiple gods. He said to him, it is written, “One who wishes to sin will 
sin.” 

- (Midrash Yalkut Shimoni 13:3) 

This is strange, for Moses’ question is a strong question, and the answer of the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, is peculiar. 

 
והקב"ה הֵשִׁיב  .  וֹת הֵם חָס וְשָׁלוֹםוְיֵשׁ לוֹמַר שֶׁמֹּשֶׁה הָיָה סוֹבֵר שֶׁמֵּחֲמַת פָּסוּק זֶה יִתְהַפְּכוּ בְּנֵי אָדָם לְמִינוּת לוֹמַר שֶׁשְּׁתֵּי רָשׁוּיּ

וּכְתִיב לְמִן־הַיּוֹם אֲשֶׁר  .  וַיִּבְרָא אֱ˄הִים אֶת־הָאָדָם בְּצַלְמוֹלוֹ שֶׁאִי אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁמֵּחֲמַת זֶה יִתְהַפְּכוּ לְמִינוּת שֶׁהֲרֵי תְּשׁוּבָתוֹ בְּצִדּוֹ  
  .בָּרָא אֱ˄הִים אָדָם עַל־הָאָרֶץ

 
That is to say, that Moses was of the opinion that because of this verse, men would 

turn to heresy and say that there are two or more Heavenly powers, G-d forbid. The Holy 
One, Blessed be He, answered him that it is impossible that because of this verse that [people] 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2020 by Charles S. Stein. 
1 The first edition had the acronym Rashbag, i.e., Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel. The translator has corrected the 

attribution to match that of the Yalkut Shimoni and the parallel text in Gen. Rabbah 8:8. 
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would turn to heresy, for “the response to his inference is right by its side,”2 i.e., in the next 
verse: “And G-d created man in His image, in the image of G-d He created him; male and female 
He created them” (Gen. 1:27). And it is written, “Ever since G-d created man on earth, from 
one end of heaven to the other: has anything as grand as this ever happened, or has its like ever 
been known?” (Deut. 4:32). Thus, there are other verses that clarify that it was G-d alone who 
created man. 

 
אָמְנָם הַחֲשָׁשׁ אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁיִּהְיֶה   .ל עֵצָה מִן הַקָּטוֹן מִמֶּנּוּוֹטּישׁ הַגָּדוֹל לִ ישֶׁלּאֹ יִתְבַּיֵּ   מוּסָררוֹת הַ ב כֵּן לְהוֹוֹרָצָה שֶׁיִּכְתּ  הָכִיוּמִשּׁוּם  

עַ מַה שֶּׁאָנוּ מְשִׁיבִים לוֹ  וֹלִשְׁמ  בְּמִי שֶׁכְּבָר יֵשׁ לוֹ מַחְשְׁבֹת מִינוּת, שֶׁיִּתְגַּבֵּר כֹּחַ סִכְלוּתוֹ וְרִשְׁעָתוֹ מֵחֲמַת פָּסוּק זֶה וְלאֹ יִרְצֶה
וְאַף שֶׁיֵּשׁ לָחוּשׁ לְמִי שֶׁכְּבָר נִטֶּה לַדֶּרֶ˂ הַמִינוּת שֶׁיִּתְחַזֵּק    ם לְקַלְקֵל מֵחֲמַת זֶה הַפָּסוּק,ב לְפִי שֶׁאֵין מָקוֹוֹוְלָכֵן אָמַר לוֹ כְּת.  כנ"ל

 . יוֹתֵר בִּסְבָרָתוֹ הַחֲלוּשָׁה מֵחֲמַת פָּסוּק זֶה, אֵין אַחְרָיוּתוֹ עָלֵינוּ, מִפְּנֵי שֶׁכְּבָר רָצָה מֵעַצְמוֹ לַטָּעוּת
 
Because of this protection provided by the other verses, He wanted [Moses] to write thus, 

“Let us make man,” to teach the lesson that the greater one should not be ashamed to take 
advice from one lesser than him. That is, as Rashi notes, “Even though the angels did not 
participate in G-d’s creation and the verse provides room for heretics to err, Scripture did not 
refrain from teaching an important lesson in proper behavior and in humility, that that one who is 
greater should still consult—and take permission from—one who is smaller.” 

Indeed, the fear is possible that one who already has thoughts of heresy, will have his 
foolishness and wickedness grow stronger because of this verse, and won’t want to listen to 
what we answer him, as above, that other verses prove that G-d was the sole Creator.   Therefore, 
He said to [Moses], “Write it, for there’s no room for harm because of this verse.” I.e., 
someone who’s not already a heretic won’t be harmed. “And even though you have to feel for 
someone who is already inclined toward the path of heresy—that he would be strengthened 
in his weak thinking because of this verse—there is no responsibility upon us, because it is 
already his will to err.”  

 
רֵשׁ הַמִּדְרָשׁ שְׁמוּאֵל בַּפֶּרֶק קַמָּא דְּמַסֶּכֶת אָבוֹת עַל וְיִשְׁתּוּ הַתַּלְמִידִים הַבָּאִים אַחֲרֵיכֶם  יוּכְמוֹ שֶׁפֵּ   .וְזֶהוּ הָרוֹצֶה לִטְעוֹת יִטְעֶה

 .עַל כָּל הַקּוֹרֵא לְאַבְרָהָם ״אַבְרָם״ וְכוּ' ועיי"שוַיִּשְׁלַח וּכְמוֹ שֶׁנִּכְתּוֹב לְקַמָּן בְּפָרָשַׁת . וְיָמוּתוּ וְכוּ' ועיי"ש
 

This is the meaning of, “One who wishes to sin will sin.” Midrash Shmuel interpreted 
the first chapter of tractate Pirkei Avot (1:11), which states: “Abtalion used to say: Sages be 
careful with your words, lest you incur the penalty of exile, and be carried off to a place of evil 
waters, and the disciples who follow you drink and die, and thus the name of heaven becomes 
profaned.” As Midrash Shmuel explained regarding this, sages should be careful in their words not 
to say things for which there is room to suffer another interpretation other than the true 
interpretation. We do not need to worry about the possibility of harm to the heretics themselves, 

 
2 Sotah 29b. 
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but we should worry about their students, who may be misled by our teachings that the heretics 
misinterpret.  

Similarly, we will write below in Essay 8 of Parshat Va’yishlach on the teaching from 
Berachot 13a, “Bar Kappara taught: Anyone who calls Abraham ‘Abram’ transgresses a positive 
mitzvah, as it is stated: ‘And your name will be Abraham’ (Gen. 17:5). Rabbi Eliezer says: [One 
who calls Abraham ‘Abram’] transgresses a negative mitzvah, as it is stated: ‘And your name shall 
no longer be called Abram’ (Gen. 17:5).” There too, we discuss the principle that we are not obliged 
to correct the thinking of someone who is determined to be a heretic. 

 
* * *  


