Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter I1I: Lech Lecha (Gen. 12:1-17:27)

Essay 15. Lot had the same appearance as Abraham

“The wicked in his arrogance pursues the oppressed; may they be caught in the schemes
they devise.” — Ps. 10:2
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Midrash Yalkot (Shimoni Psalms remez 748): ¢ ‘The wicked in his arrogance pursues
the oppressed:’ This [oppressed one] is Lot, who was apprehended because [of the sins] of
Sodom. ‘May they be caught in the schemes they devise!’ These [refer to] the tribes.”

The Zayit Ra’a’nan explains: “This [oppressed one] is Lot, who was apprehended, for
the kings who came to wage war with Sodom captured these tribes. This needs investigation,
what relation this has to Lot.”!

"W 0y X 727 YR oy IR 71777 77173 79 25 13203 2y X020 DTIINY aYRIY WITR3 RIRT Y07 A8
VAR 1) DN PY pPT2 i 0T DY R My 207 mE ALLDPI 12 72 1R oR iy T i T
DR P W 2WRd 13,0778 Y Tarer ar i L TPY 1piTa O 1maT YN A3W3 03 07X vy 2030
DY T8I 22 XD O8] .00 T2nT IR INIR ARG 229,00 o0FR n9YpTa" pI0n Dy MY X2y Rk
DIRY 1K N23) WD Ry L1 iy 290 K iR oY) oy 1N Y o7k iR 212y vid
Ma),03 T2 07 DY MY TS X 12 03 DFIARY) P T IR 07 MY N> vl Xy 0y T Ax) 2

D270 NYIINY ORI KW YWD 1 YN 13T T D 7Y AR 037 9¥ 1n¥Y T00 227 DN 1372 DWI 200

He appears to solve this as it is brought in the Midrash (Zohar, parashat Lech Lecha,
page 66b, and see Yalkut Shimoni, Lech Lecha, remez 73). The Midrash explains that the reason

: English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are at https://www.zstorah.com

! Rabbi Avraham Abele Gombiner (c. 1635 — 5 October 1682). Nicknamed for his most famous work, Magen
Avraham, a commentary on the Orach Chaim section of the Shulchan Aruch. He also wrote Zayit Ra’a’nan, a
commentary on Yalkut Shimoni. Zayit Ra’a’nan was published in Dessau, Germany in 1704, and republished in Venice
in 1743.




that Abraham brought himself to such danger, to chase—either with Eliezer alone, or with
318 members of his household—after four kings who were so powerful, was because the
appearance of Lot was similar to the appearance of Abraham.

This is as Scripture says, “When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken
captive, he mustered his retainers, born into his household, numbering 318, and went in pursuit as
far as Dan.”? That is, his brother who had his likeness, and this similar appearance caused a
great dishonor to Abraham, similar to the parable of the two twin brothers that Rashi
brought on the verse, “You must not let the corpse remain on the tree overnight, but must bury it
the same day; for a hanging body is an affront to G-d: you shall not defile the land that the L-rd
your G-d is giving you to possess.””

The parable, which Rashi brought from Sanhedrin 46b, was that there were twin brothers,
and while one became king, the other was arrested for robbery and was hanged. Everyone who
saw the hanged brother on the gallows said the king had been hanged. Here too, everyone
who saw Lot imprisoned said, “Abraham is imprisoned,” and said, G-d forbid, “his G-d is
not able to stand up for him,” i.e., to liberate him, and perhaps they would kill [Lot] and the
people would say that Abraham had been killed. Even those who knew that [the imprisoned
man| was Lot would say that he was imprisoned because he wasn’t righteous, and that
Abraham also wasn’t righteous, because they were identical in their likeness, and that would
be a matter of blasphemy.

Because of this, [Abraham] relied himself on the miracle that he would succeed, even
though this was reliance on something supernatural, that he would be able to prevail against
the four kings.
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Now, we have the question about the tribes being referenced in our Midrash regarding
the verse, “May they be caught in the schemes they devise.” For Joseph had a countenance
similar to his father,* and according to their words, that Joseph sinned, if so, the people would
say that even Jacob sinned. If [the brothers] would Kkill [Joseph], i.e., either directly or
indirectly, [the people] would say that Jacob had been killed. We find that they didn’t worry
at all about the honor of their father, for through the brothers’ actions, people might have thought
that their father had died—and through the actions of his own sons!

2 Gen. 14:14.
3 Deut. 21:23.
4 Gen. Rabbah 84:8.
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On this, the Midrash states: “ ‘The wicked in his arrogance:’ This is [referring to]
Nimrod, who made himself a god. This is [the same man who was also called] Amrafel [597nx],>
who said [amar] [72X] to Abraham, ‘Fall down’ [po/] [7i2] into the fiery furnace.”®

“ ‘Pursues the oppressed:” This [oppressed one] is Lot, who was captured by
[Nimrod’s] hand because he was in Sodom.” The principal part of [Nimrod’s] intentional
acts and pride in this war was because he was praised that he had a slave with the appearance
of Abraham, as it is written, “When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive.”
This caused Abraham to rely on the miracle [that he could overcome the four kings] for the
sake of the sanctification of G-d’s Name.

For this reason, the tribes “would be caught in the schemes they devise” about Killing
Joseph, which was a great dishonor to the honor of their father, for as noted above, Joseph’s
resemblance to Jacob would lead some people to believe that Jacob had died as a result of the

actions of his own sons.

5 Gen. 14:1, 14:9.

¢ The source is Eruvin 53a, except that it states, ‘He said [the command] and cast [hippil] [>*27] our father
Abraham into the fiery furnace.” This is true not only for our current edition of Eruvin, but all versions reported on
https://bavli.genizah.org. The imperative form, [pol] [2i8] appears in Rashi’s commentary on Gen. 14:1.
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