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Chapter I1I: Lech Lecha (Gen. 12:1-17:27)

Essay 21. Tension between Abraham and Sarah
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There is a verse: “And Sarai said to Abram, ‘Look, the L-rd has kept me from bearing.
Consort with my maid; perhaps I shall be built up [i.e., have a child] through her.” And Abram
heeded Sarai’s request.”! There are those who comment that the intent of Sarah was thus: One
who prays on behalf of his friend, and he needs the same thing as his friend, [the one praying]
is answered first.” Thus, even [Sarah] in her praying for Hagar would be answered first. But
a difficulty is that we don’t find that Sarah prayed for Hagar, for if you say that she prayed
for her, why wasn’t she answered first?

[n23¥32] 79032 Dipp 29m1, 72107 MINY M KW DN TR R APY 1177 229Y 7920 037 Y i wn
O DTNV 7700 N2YI RO AN 12 TIAW 300 0013 121009 19X T2 0K 229007 272 0 DR 121070 Ay
TR XY 37 0¥ 23X ,077K 22U A2°2W2 750K MIY TI0XT AR "0 MR OAR" TRy ),y AR
137 "FAN23 Ppm" T 0] "Im TToR XA X7 A
It can be said that Sarah believed that the hindrance of her pregnancy came from
Abraham’s side, that he was not worthy to have a child, and in any case, she chose with
difficulty in her soul to give him Hagar in order to afterward pray to G-d that He should give
him children from Hagar. For this reason, she would first accept that Abraham would have
a child even with her, and this is the reason that she said, “perhaps I will be built up through
her,” maybe he will need that I prayer for her and for Abraham, but with Hagar it wasn’t
necessary for this, as “|Abraham]| cohabited with Hagar and she conceived,” and immediately,
“her mistress was lowered in her esteem.”

: English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are at https://www.zstorah.com
"' Gen. 16:2.

2 Bava Kamma 92a.

3 Gen. 16:4.
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Sarah was angry with Abraham and said to him, “ ‘The wrong done to me is your
fault,”* that you only prayed for your own sake, when you said, ‘O L-rd, what can You give
me, seeing that I shall die childless, and the one in charge of my household is Damascus
Eliezer, . . . Since You have granted me no offspring, my steward will be my heir,”> and the Holy
One, Blessed be He, answered you, ‘That one shall not be your heir; none but your very own
issue shall be your heir.’® Hear from this that you only thought that you would have a son to
inherit your estate, and you thought nothing of me, that you would have a son from me. Hear
from this that you thought nothing of me, and that made possible for Hagar to despise me.”
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“Maybe you will say that you were of the opinion that the obstacle was between me
and you, and you did not want to ask much from the Omnipresent, only what was necessary.
This is similar to what the Tosafists wrote for the ninth chapter of tractate Bava Metzia (page
106a, text beginning ‘a small miracle’), that the Holy One, Blessed be He, would not have
even accepted for consideration a prayer from one who prayed very broadly that he should
succeed in whatever he plants, unless he were someone who was worthy of a miracle. But if
he were to pray for only one thing, that his wheat or his barley should succeed, then [G-d]
would at least accept his prayer for consideration. Perhaps because of this, you only prayed for
yourself. If so, these are matters given to the heart, which only the Omnipresent knows, and
therefore, ‘G-d will judge between me and you.’ ”’
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4 Gen. 16:5.
3> Gen. 15:2-3.
® Gen. 15:4.
7 Gen. 16:5.



