Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter X: Mikeitz (Gen. 41:1-44:17)

Essay 11. The realization of Joseph’s first dream

Once Joseph had a dream which he told to his brothers; and they hated him
even more. He said to them, “Hear this dream which I have dreamed: There we
were binding sheaves in the field, when suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained
upright; then your sheaves gathered around and bowed low to my sheaf.” His
brothers answered, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you mean to rule over us?”
And they hated him even more for his talk about his dreams. He dreamed another
dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: And this
time, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” And when he
told it to his father and brothers, his father berated him. “What,” he said to him, “is
this dream you have dreamed? Are we to come, | and your mother and your
brothers, and bow low to you to the ground?”

- Gen. 37:5-10
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Regarding the verse: “Recalling the dreams that he had dreamed about them, Joseph
said to them, ‘You are spies, you have come to see the land in its nakedness’ ” (Gen. 42:9). It is
difficult to see what this Scripture is teaching us, for it should have said, “Recalling the
dreams that he had dreamed,” omitting the words “about them,” for he didn’t dream only
about them. Rather he also dreamed about Benjamin, who wasn’t with them during this
conversation upon the brothers’ first visit to Egypt, and Joseph had dreamed, also, about the sun
and the stars.

’ English translation: Copyright © 2020 by Charles S. Stein.
1



W0 0i907 02PN 020 Wnta) 1 AR X2 IR 077 YTINR IRYIY ORTI2 LT 027 NP N2y nit wn
X7 inRIY 9% ",0on7R DPR) NMIR 73N PV 1IURIT 0100 0P OV KPR Topn 20 X7 X RIITR) 037
297 1977 -2Pym 2 mp ofon 9293 1 NOY UL oonR oonpRn NI M iy 3 81T 03y X9 A

XPYT 077 ",077 020 MWK a7 nhnnwTy Wia 0737 00W 12 17778

It can be said that Joseph's intention was thus: “Surely, when I inform them that [ am
demanding to see their younger brother, then even Benjamin and the sun and the moon will
come here, and the second dream will be completely realized.” To the contrary, he was only
strict about the fulfillment of the first dream of, “There we were binding sheaves in the field,
when suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained upright; then your sheaves gathered around and
bowed low to my sheaf” (Gen. 37:7). According to this dream, his hatred was only about [the
ten older brothers], as implied by the words “There we were binding sheaves,” as that element
did not include Benjamin and Jacob at all. Therefore, [Joseph] made a false charge against
the ten older brothers, that they were spies, in order that they alone would come to bow down
to him, and this is why the verse reads, “that he had dreamed about them,” specifically them.



