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Chapter X: Mikeitz (Gen. 41:1-44:17)

Essay 4. “Two years of days”
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Regarding the verse, “At the end of two years of days, Pharaoh dreamed that he was
standing by the Nile,”! it is brought in Midrash Gen. Rabbah 89:2: It was because [Joseph]
said to the chief cupbearer, “But remember me when all is well with you again, and do me the
kindness of remembering me to Pharaoh, so as to free me from this place,”” that two years were
added to [his time in prison]. “Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.””
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The reason why specifically two years, will be understood, in my poor opinion, with
what is known to Kabbalists,* that the “remembrance,” i.e., referring to the two mentions of
that word by Joseph to the chief cupbearer, comes from the two names of G-d: havaya, i.e., the
Tetragrammaton, and “I will be.”> When they are spelled fully with yods using the Otiot Milui
method [>"7711" "7 7"] and [*"7 7" >"77 7"9X], they reach the Gematria values respectively of 72
and 161, which together add up to 233, which is the Gematria of the word “zachor”
[“remembrance”].

The “forgetfulness” comes from the “back end” of these full spellings. The first name
is rendered in this method as [>"711" "7 7" 1" "7 7" "7 7" ,7"1°] which has the Gematria of
184, and the second name is rendered as [*";7 7" >"71 7"9X ,7"v 2" 79K ;0" 798 ,0"9KR] which has

: English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://www.zstorah.com
' Gen. 41:1.

2 Gen. 40:14.

3 Gen. 40:23.

4 Chaim Vital, Sha’ar Ruach haKodesh, gate 7.

3 Ex. 3:14, “I will be what I will be.”




the Gematria of 544. These add up to 728, which is the Gematria of the word “tishkach” [“you
will forget”].

When you check carefully, you will find that two years are 730 days, for the solar year
is 365 days, and this is the Gematria of “tishkach,” i.e., 728, with two additional days, which
is the number of words of these two names, the Tetragrammaton and “I will be.”
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Therefore Joseph, who relied for “remembrance” upon the chief cupbearer and who
didn’t rely upon the Holy One, Blessed be He, was instead given “forgetfulness” on the part of
the cupbearer, which is the number of days that add up to these two names.

Thus, Scripture is precise to say, “At the end of two years of days,” for miketz [ypn] [“at
the end of’] has the Gematria of 230, and with the three letters of yp» adds up to 233, which is
the Gematria of the word “zachor” [remembrance].

That is as if to say that if [Joseph]| hadn’t placed his security upon the chief cupbearer,
then the Holy One, Blessed be He, would have remembered him, as the word miketz hints.
But because he placed his security upon flesh and blood instead of upon G-d,’ two years of
days were added for him to sit in prison.
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Scripture is precise to say “two years of days,” for according to the plain meaning,
saying “two years” would have been sufficient. So what is the meaning of the added word
“days”? It is to hint to us why specifically two years, because of the counting of days, i.e, 730,
which correspond to the sin with which Joseph sinned, i.e., 728 for tishkach, plus another 2 for
the two names of G-d, as discussed above, because Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him.
Our honorable teacher and rabbi, my rabbi, my teacher, David Fintzi,” of blessed memory,
rabbi and teacher of Mantua, G-d will guard over him, when he heard this, said, “a knob
and flower,” a Biblical term® that is now used in literature to indicate delight.

6 Jer. 17:5: “Thus said the L-rd: ‘Cursed is he who trusts in man, who makes mere flesh his strength, and turns his
thoughts from the L-rd.” ”

" David Fintzi was the son-in-law of Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (“Ramchal”).

8 Cf. Ex. 25:33, 37:19.
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Even the language of the Zohar assists us, saying:

Therefore, the place of forgetfulness rose before him. As it says, “Yet the
chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.” Since it said “the chief
butler did not remember [him],” what is [the meaning of the apparently
redundant] “he forgot him”? Rather, “he forgot him” indicates the place in
which there is forgetfulness, which is the end on the side of darkness. What are
the two years? The step of forgetfulness returned after that time to the step in which
there is remembrance.

- Zohar, parashat Miketz, 1:193b
The L-rd should teach us wonderful things!’

J1"2WR 10D KPR A0 XY Xuy 2puinD W oW npawn oipn Don 02 2"wn o7 ooy Rwy oagy nic v 7
0°700 0°7 AW RN OO 0P KPR RYY XD RIT) DPOKRT DA RIT RWWI KRN 0537 17 w0 X0 av
DY PIY R 037 TR ,AYI2 020 1R ,VIANMT) . In2rToR 02" ARt Ry o) iy Rion .oy Cawn
12U 103 RPN A0 X2 pwnT W PY inmaw o 12) "ox 02" Ny on qoiy 100iny nindy ooy
MMIY 727, WYY IR 711302 XIT IR A7 772 2179 13T 7YY Ws K17 03Y 10T VTN R 07 0N

AWK 9173 NYT Sy T

Also, it can be said that even though two years are 730 days, in any case the
forgetfulness of the chief cupbearer was only according to the Gematria number of tishkach
[“you will forget™], i.e., 728. After all, he had no reason to remember [Joseph] until he exited
the prison, and he only exited on the third day after Joseph interpreted his dream,'® and here
we find the two days short of two years. I.e., the chief cupbearer remained in prison for two
whole days after Joseph interpreted his dream, and then he was released on the third day.

It was at the end of the two years that Joseph said, “But remember me when all is well
with you again, and do me the kindness of remembering me to Pharaoh, so as to free me from
this place,” then Pharaoh dreamed, and it’s indeed so that there were two full years added to
Joseph from the day that he said, “But remember me.” Indeed, the forgetfulness of the chief
cupbearer was only according to the Gematria number of tishkach [“you will forget”], i.e., 728.

I.e., Joseph sinned by asking the chief cupbearer to remember him. The chief cupbearer
remained in prison for an additional two full days after Joseph interpreted his dream, and then was
released on the third day. It was only then, when he was freed, that he “forgot” Joseph. Thus, we
find that Joseph remained imprisoned two full years, 730 days, after his interpretation of the
cupbearer’s dream. Thus, he was freed 728 days after the cupbearer’s release.

% The translator is not qualified to explain what Rabbi Nachmani understands here from the Zohar.
19 Gen. 40:13: “In three days Pharaoh will pardon you and restore you to your post; you will place Pharaoh’s cup
in his hand, as was your custom formerly when you were his cupbearer.”
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After this, we find a Torah novelty of the ReMeZ,'' that he also interpreted the
language of the Zohar similarly to this way, but in a different style, and see there. As to what
they intended, in his opinion there is a great deal of approval.
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Furthermore, it can be said that Scripture speaks of “two years of days” as
clarification, because otherwise one might think Scripture spoke of lunar years, which are years
of 12 lunar months of approximately 29.5 days each. Those are not full solar years, as they still
have a deficiency of 11 days from the abundant days of the solar year. Because of this, to
avoid the misunderstanding that “two years” meant 24 lunar months, or 708 days. [Scripture]
speaks of “two years of days,” which is to clarify that it meant full years of 365 days.

! Rabbi Moses ben Mordechai Zacuto (c. 1625-1697), Kabbalist and poet in Amsterdam and Italy.
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