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Chapter XII: Vavechi (Gen. 47:28-50:26)

Essay 9. Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons
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There are verse[s]: “Israel saw the sons of Joseph, and he said, ‘who are these?’ !
Rashi explained: “He wished to bless them, but the Shechinah departed from him, because
it was destined that Jeroboam and Ahab would descend from Ephraim, and Jehu and his sons
from Manasseh.”? Regarding the end of the verse, “and he said, ‘who are these,” ” Rashi
explained, “Who are these, who are unfit for a blessing?”’

Joseph said to him: “ ‘They are my sons, whom G-d has given me here.”* Rashi
explained: “He showed him the contract of betrothal and the contract of marriage,” i.e., proof
that their mother was Jewish, and that therefore Ephraim and Manasseh were Jewish, “and Joseph
requested mercy regarding the matter, and the Holy Spirit [again] rested upon [Jacob].”””

“And he said, ‘bring them to me, and I will bless them.’ ”

TAIRT" 3] "I YY" 200 122 X1 oPIn MY XY Iy 001, "ApRTn" 2y 19 Ry 1w pIpTy W
AN2RY? Dipn AT VT 0K X QYA WD APIY N ARPA0IY WA AT XYY XA XY, "7 1IRY)
,19) DY 2°2wa RPY ARPR01 KD A0Wn K93 ,A7 XIT PR 77 02023 PR 0w 12 ARTY A1 n2wna o)

12 WPANT DWI9NT AXY L,DNIR 77172 12 MORY A7 ¥YIng I AWN2 TX)

We need to check why Jacob asked “who are these,” for didn’t he already know them,
and isn’t it already written, “Now, your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt
before I came to you in Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben
and Simeon are mine.”® If you’ll say that he asked this because the Shechinah departed from
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him because of Jeroboam and Jehu, if he knew this reason that the Shechinah left him, what
place was there for his question?

Even with the answer of Rashi that Joseph showed him the contract of betrothal and
the contract of marriage, what solution is this? For isn’t it so that the Shechinah departed
from him only because of Jeroboam, Ahab, and Jehu and his sons?

How does this answer solve this, that he blessed them afterward? Even the
commentators feel this difficulty.
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It can be said that the Parashat Derachim (in essay 4, page 12) writes that G-d bestows
His kindness on Israel when He sees that they will do both good and evil, because of the good
that they will do, and he doesn’t prevent this because of the evil that they will do.’

This is the meaning of what Balaam said: “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob,”®
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, judges man only according to his actions of the hour. Even
though he is destined to do evil, as it is written, “When He sees iniquity, does He not discern
it?”° Also, regarding Ishmael, who would grow to be evil, it is written, “G-d has heeded the cry
of the boy where he is,”!’ which Rashi explained that he is judged for his actions at the moment
and not according to what he might do in the future.!' But regarding the commandments, He
looks at what one is destined to do and is good to them in the present time.

This is why the verse beginning “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob” concludes with,
“The L-rd, their G-d, is with him,” and He does good for them because of what they are
destined to do. Thus, He acted in bringing them out from Egypt and doing good with them
because they were destined to receive the Torah, and He wasn’t prevented from this because
they were destined to sin with the Golden Calf. See more there, at length.

The rabbi mentioned above, i.c., the author of Perashat Derachim, also wrote (in essay
1, page 1d) in explaining the Midrash Gen. Rabbah 98:4 on the verse, “You brought disgrace—
my couch he mounted.”'? According to the Midrash, Jacob said, I am not distancing you and
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I am not bringing you near. Instead, I am suspending judgment until Moses comes, for it is
written about him, “Moses ascended to G-d.”'> What he will know to do to you, he will do.
Perashat Derachim notes that with the receipt of the Torah at Sinai, the Israelites left the halachic
category of the descendants of Noah and were treated halachically as Jews. However, there is a
question whether the patriarchs themselves should be considered as Jews, or whether they were
still part of the descendants of Noah. This will be discussed below, with its significance.
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Also, the rabbi mentioned above explained that concubines have neither contract of
marriage nor contract of engagement. If so, Bilhah, who was a concubine of Jacob, was not
considered a wife of Jacob, since she was not married. A complete Mishnah taught us that a
man may marry a woman raped by his father or seduced by his father,'* and this is the law
for a concubine of one’s father. This is specifically the law for Israel, but for the descendants
of Noah, who do not have a contract of marriage and who marry only through intercourse,'
it is obvious that he would be liable for relations with the concubine of his father, both because
she’s the wife of his father and because she’s the wife of a married man.
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Jacob was unsure whether the patriarchs were considered outside the category of the
descendants of Noah and thus had the full status of Jews, or whether they remained within
that category. For if they were considered outside, Reuben would not have committed a sin
for what he did, since Bilhah was not considered the wife of Jacob in this case.

But if they had not exited the category of the descendants of Noah, then Reuben
committed a great sin, for non-Jews would legally recognize a state of marriage had existed by
virtue of there having been intercourse between Jacob and Bilhah. That is why [Jacob] said to
[Reuben]: I am not distancing you and I am not bringing you near, etc.

See there in Perashat Derachim, and he continues at length.
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In this way, we will come to an interpretation of the words of Rashi above, that the
Holy One, Blessed be He, does not see the evil that one is destined to do, but specifically only
the good that one is destined to do. This is specifically true for Israel, but not for one who is
not Israel, i.e., a descendant of Noach.

It is known that Jeroboam was initially a Torah scholar and a great righteous man, as
it is said in the 11" chapter of tractate Sanhedrin entitled “All Israel has a portion in the World-
to-Come,” discussing the verse, “During that time, Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem and the
prophet Ahijah of Shiloh met him on the way; he had put on a new robe; and the two were alone
in the field.”'¢ The Gemara relates:

Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: All Torah scholars seemed, to them, like
grass of the field [as they were wiser than all of them]. And there are those who
say: That all the rationales of the Torah were revealed to them like a field that
is open for all to see.

- Sanhedrin 102a
But afterward he sinned. Similarly Jehu, initially he killed all the worshippers of Ba’al,'’ but
afterward he sinned.!® According to the thinking of Jacob, that he didn’t know clearly, but
rather had a doubt as to whether they had left the category of descendants of Noah or not, if
so, because of this doubt, [Ephraim and Manasseh] were not worthy of a blessing, because
Jeroboam and Yehu were destined to descend from them, and their end was to sin.
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But if you say that they certainly exited from the category of the offspring of Noah, if
so, they were completely Jews, and for Israel it is written, “When He sees iniquity, does He
not discern it?” Manasseh and Ephraim were worthy of a blessing, because they were
righteous, and it did not matter if Jeroboam and Jehu were destined to descend from them.
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Certainly, even [Jeroboam and Jehu] were originally righteous and worthy of a
blessing. Therefore, Joseph showed his father the contract of betrothal and marriage, which
is a custom only among Israel. As for the descendants of Noah, everything depends on marital
relations. This is as if to say, I hold in accordance with the opinion that they certainly left the
category of the descendants of Noah, and if so, they are worthy of a blessing, and this is the
meaning of, “whom G-d has given me here.” According to this thinking, the Shechinah rested
upon him, and he began to bless them.



