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Chapter XV: Bo (Ex. 10:1-13:16)

Essay 6. Twelve permutations of the Name and the fall of Egypt
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There is a verse: “This month shall be for you the beginning of the months; it shall be
the first of the months of the year for you.”"

Question 1: One must give a reason worthy of praise why it was necessary to state to
Israel the section of sanctifying the new month prior to leaving Egypt.

Question 2: What is meant by the word “733” [zeh] [“this™]?

Question 3: What is meant by the word “02%” [la ’chem] [*“for you”] aside from what our
Sages of blessed memory expounded, “[When there is a moon like this, see it and sanctify [the
month without delay].””?
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It may be said that in chapter two of tractate Eduyot, it is stated that the judgment of
the Egyptians lasted twelve months.’ It is brought in the Midrash that each plague functioned
for a quarter of a month, and the remaining days of the month were for warning, and see
there on the verse, “And seven days were completed after the Lord struck the Nile” (Ex.
7:25).* According to this, the judgment of the Egyptians should have been only ten months,
corresponding to the ten plagues. The Maharsha, however, in the first chapter of Rosh
Hashanah (11a), on the statement that on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt
ceased, answers that it may be said there were days in between with neither plague nor

: English translation: Copyright © 2026 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https:// zstorah.com
'Ex. 12:2.

2 Rosh Hashanah 20a.

3 Eduyot 2:10.

4 Ex. Rabbah 9:12.



warning at all, and that the twelve months of judgment refers to the period beginning from
the start of the plagues and their warnings.
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Yet this too is difficult: why was the matter arranged so that there were intervening
days in order to say that their judgment lasted twelve months, and why were the plagues not
continuous for ten months? It may be said that it was specifically necessary that their
judgment be twelve months, for the Name Havayah, Blessed be He, i.c., the Tetragrammaton,’
signifies that He brings all existences into being, just as He created the world ex nihilo and
gave it existence. Pharaoh the wicked denied this and believed that everything came from
the constellations and from the magicians and the like. Therefore, the Holy One, Blessed be
He, wished that he be struck for twelve months and that his judgment be prolonged for all
that time, so that he could not say: “If this month had passed over me, the constellation of
that month would have saved me.” Thus, his judgment was twelve months, corresponding to
the twelve constellations; and corresponding to the bondage with which he enslaved the
twelve tribes, who are likened to stars and constellations.® This was also corresponding to the
twelve diagonal boundaries that the Holy One, Blessed be He, set in the creation of the world,
which was created by the Name of the Holy One, Blessed be He. These are the twelve
permutations of the Name Havayah.” In each and every month one permutation of the Name
rules, together with one of the twelve constellations, corresponding to the twelve tribes and
the twelve boundaries. Therefore, he was struck, and his judgment encompassed all the
permutations of the letters of the Name.
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Thus it appears that the Holy One, Blessed be He, hinted this to Moses at the outset,

as it is said, “And he shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be [777° X357 701 2v] for
you a spokesman,”® whose initial letters spell the Name Havayah, the Tetragrammaton itself,

3> As will be discussed below, there are 12 permutations of the Tetragrammaton. Havaya itself is one of them.
6 Gen. 37:9.
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8 Ex. 4:16.



in reversed order. That hints that by this Name, He wished to execute judgment upon
Pharaoh. Likewise, in the plague of locusts, his servants said to him, “Pharaoh’s courtiers said
to him, ‘How long shall this one be [117 77 717> "n7] a snare to us,” ”° whose final letters spell a
different permutation of Havayah, for they, to the contrary, desired the Name in its correct
order, which signifies mercy, but did not succeed.
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With this we understand why, when Pharaoh said, “The L-rd is in the right, and I and
my people are in the wrong,”'® the Holy One, Blessed be He, did not accept his prayer—
because his repentance was not complete. For he separated the letters of the Name, doubling
the letter vav: “The L-rd is righteous, and I and my people are wicked [ *»y IX) P>783 mM17-°
2y Le., instead of there being four words, of which the initial letters are yod, heh, vav, heh,
spelling the Tetragrammaton, there are five words, which start with yod, heh, vav, vav, heh.

Indeed, the truth accords with the Maharsha that the twelve-month judgment begins
from the first warning. In the first month there was the warning and the sign of the staff
turning into a serpent, and Aaron’s staff swallowing their staffs.!! After that, the plagues
began in the second month. In between there was one month without a plague, because the
tribe of Levi was not subjected to servitude.
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In order that Pharaoh would not find room to say that the constellation of that month
saved him, therefore the plagues did not begin at the start of the month but in the middle of
the month, just as we find that they concluded on the fifteenth of Nisan. The month without
a plague consisted of half of one month and half of another, so that in every month there was
either a plague or a warning, and no power of the constellations could save them.

% Ex. 10:7.
10FEx. 9:27.
TEx. 7:10-12.
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This fits well, for it demonstrates the unity of the holy Name, since the permutations
were bound one to another. Rabbeinu Bachya also wrote that the vision of the burning bush
occurred on the fifteenth of Nisan,'? and after Passover, Moses went to Egypt. Behold, the
twelve instances of Havayah equal, in gematria, the word “w7n” [chodesh] [month]. That is,
the four-lettered Name of G-d has the Gematria value of 26, and as discussed, there are 12
permutations of the name. Thus, 12 x 26 has the value of 312, which is the Gematria of W7f.

Therefore, at the conclusion of the judgment effected by these twelve permutations
upon the Egyptians, because the wicked invert the attribute of mercy into the attribute of
judgment, He gave Israel the commandment of sanctifying the new month. The answers
Question 1, why Israel was commanded to sanctify the new month prior to leaving Egypt. Egypt
was judged across all twelve permutations of Divine time to uproot belief in astrology.

Thus, He said to them, “This month shall be for you,” meaning that these twelve
permutations, which equal “7"}” [zeh] [“this”] and also “Wn” [chodesh] [“month”] in
gematria, which executed judgment upon Egypt, will now bestow kindness and mercy upon
you. Question 2 asked about the meaning of the word zeh. The gematria of 1] is 7+5=12,
representing, as noted above, that there are 12 permutations of Havaya, each corresponding to one
of the months of the year. Also, as explained directly above, 12 x 26 = 312, the Gematria of 7.
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Question 3 regarded the significance of the word “for you.” Since the essence of these
twelve permutations follows the lunar months and not the solar months, therefore He told
Israel to begin counting by the moon, saying, “This month shall be for you,” for you
specifically, and not for the nations, as our Sages stated.

Moreover, when a person sees the renewal of the moon and blesses over it, he thereby
testifies to the renewal of the world, which is the foundation of faith. Also, he acknowledges
the Divinity of the Creator of the Beginning, who renewed the world just as He renews the
moon each and every month, as Rabbeinu Bachya of blessed memory wrote.'> This is the
opposite of what Pharaoh the wicked denied.
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12 Rabbeinu Bachya on Ex. 3:4.
13 Rabbeinu Bachya on Ex. 12:2.



