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Chapter XV: Bo (Ex. 10:1–13:16) 
 
Essay 6. Twelve permutations of the Name and the fall of Egypt 

  

דֶם שֶׁיָּצְאוּ מִמִּצְרַיִם,  וֹדּוּשׁ הַחֹדֶשׁ קיצְרַ˂ לוֹמַר לְיִשְׂרָאֵל פָּרָשַׁת קִ וּ. יֵשׁ לָתֵת טַעַם לְשֶׁבַח לָמָּה ה'וְכוּ  " הַחֹדֶשׁ הַזֶּה לָכֶם"  פָּסוּק
  .כָּזֶה רְאֵה וְקַדֵּשׁ ל", וּמִלְּבַד מַה שֶּׁדָּרְשׁוּ חֲזַ "לָכֶם"וּמַהוּ   "הַזֶּה"וּמַהוּ 

  
There is a verse: “This month shall be for you the beginning of the months; it shall be 

the first of the months of the year for you.”1  
Question 1: One must give a reason worthy of praise why it was necessary to state to 

Israel the section of sanctifying the new month prior to leaving Egypt. 
Question 2: What is meant by the word “הַזֶּה” [zeh] [“this”]? 
Question 3: What is meant by the word “לָכֶם” [la’chem] [“for you”] aside from what our 

Sages of blessed memory expounded, “[When there is a moon like this, see it and sanctify [the 
month without delay].”2  

 
שֶׁכָּל מַכָּה הָיְתָה מְשַׁמֶּשֶׁת רְבִיעַ חֹדֶשׁ וּשְׁאָר   חֹדֶשׁ, וְאִיתָא בַּמִּדְרָשׁ   ב"י אָמְרִינַן מִשְׁפַּט הַמִּצְרִיִּים  דְּעֵדֻיּוֹת 'יֵשׁ לוֹמַר דְּבְפֶרֶק ב

פָּסוּק   עַל  שָׁם  וְעַיֵּין  לְהַתְרָאָה,  הֵם  הַחֹדֶשׁ  הַכּוֹת־ה"יְמֵי  אַחֲרֵי  יָמִים  שִׁבְעַת  מִשְׁפַּט  "אֶת־הַיְאֹר   'וַיִּמָּלֵא  הָיָה  לאֹ  זֶה  וּלְפִי   .
עַל הַהִיא דְּראֹשׁ הַשָּׁנָה בָּטְלָה עֲבוֹדָה    א בְּפֶרֶק קַמָּא דְּראֹשׁ הַשָּׁנָה"הַמִּצְרִיִּים אֶלָּא עֲשָׂרָה חֳדָשִׁים כְּמִנְיַן עֶשֶׂר מַכּוֹת, וּמַהַרְשָׁ 

ב חֹדֶשׁ  "פְסָקִים בֵּינֵיהֶם בְּלִי מַכָּה וְהַתְרָאָה כְּלָל, וּמִשְׁפַּט הַמִּצְרִיִּים יוּמֵאֲבוֹתֵינוּ בְּמִצְרַיִם, תֵּירֵץ דְּאִיכָּא לְמֵימַר שֶׁהָיוּ יָמִים מ
  . ל"דְּקָאָמַר הַיְינוּ מִתְּחִלַּת מַכּוֹתָן וְהַתְרָאָתָן עַכ

  
It may be said that in chapter two of tractate Eduyot, it is stated that the judgment of 

the Egyptians lasted twelve months.3 It is brought in the Midrash that each plague functioned 
for a quarter of a month, and the remaining days of the month were for warning, and see 
there on the verse, “And seven days were completed after the Lord struck the Nile” (Ex. 
7:25).4 According to this, the judgment of the Egyptians should have been only ten months, 
corresponding to the ten plagues. The Maharsha, however, in the first chapter of Rosh 
Hashanah (11a), on the statement that on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt 
ceased, answers that it may be said there were days in between with neither plague nor 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2026 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https:// zstorah.com  
1 Ex. 12:2. 
2 Rosh Hashanah 20a. 
3 Eduyot 2:10. 
4 Ex. Rabbah 9:12. 
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warning at all, and that the twelve months of judgment refers to the period beginning from 
the start of the plagues and their warnings.  

 
ב חֹדֶשׁ, וְלָמָּה לאֹ הָיוּ הַמַּכּוֹת בְּלִי הֶפְסֵק  "פְסָקִים כְּדֵי לוֹמַר שֶׁמִּשְׁפָּטָן הָיָה יוּוְגַם זֶה קָשֶׁה לָמָּה הָיָה הָעִנְיָן כָּ˂ שֶׁיִּהְיוּ יָמִים מ
ה בָּרוּ˂ הוּא מַשְׁמָעוֹ שֶׁהוּא  "ב חֹדֶשׁ, שֶׁהֲרֵי שֵׁם הַהֲוָיָ "כְרָח שֶׁיִּהְיֶה מִשְׁפָּטָן יוּעֲשָׂרָה חֳדָשִׁים בִּלְבַד. וְיֵשׁ לוֹמַר שֶׁבְּדַוְקָא הָיָה מ

 מֵהַמַּזָּלשֶׁהַכֹּל בָּא    סוֹבֵרוֹפֵר וְהָיָה  מְהַוֶּה כָּל הַהֲוָיוֹת, כְּמוֹ שֶׁהוּא בָּרָא הָעוֹלָם יֵשׁ מֵאַיִן וְנָתַן לוֹ הֲוָיָה, וּבָזֶה הָיָה פַּרְעֹה הָרָשָׁע כּ
כְּדֵי שֶׁלּאֹ יאֹמַר אִם הָיָה עוֹבֵר עָלַי חֹדֶשׁ   הַזְּמַן  זֶהב חֹדֶשׁ וְיִתְאָרֵ˂ מִשְׁפָּטוֹ כָּל  "שֶׁיִּלְקֶה י  ה"בקמִּים וְכַיּוֹצֵא, וְרָצָה הוּ מֵהַחַרְט

ב שְׁבָטִים  " ב מַזָּלוֹת, וְכְנֶגֶד הַשִּׁעְבּוּד שֶׁשִּׁעְבֵּד י" ב חֳדָשִׁים כְּנֶגֶד י"זֶה הָיָה הַמַּזָּל שֶׁל אוֹתוֹ חֹדֶשׁ מַצִּיל אוֹתִי, וְלָכֵן הָיָה מִשְׁפָּטוֹ י 
, וְהֵם הֵם  ה"בקהבִּבְרִיאַת הָעוֹלָם שֶׁנִּבְרָא בִּשְׁמוֹ שֶׁל    ה"בקהב גְּבוּלֵי אַלְכְּסוֹן שֶׁהִצִּיב "לִּים לְכוֹכָבִים וּמַזָּלוֹת, וְכְנֶגֶד יוּשֶׁמְּשׁ

הֲוָיָ "י צֵירוּפֵי  מֵ "ב  אֶחָד  צֵירוּף  וְחֹדֶשׁ שׁוֹלֵט  חֹדֶשׁ  שֶׁבְּכָל  בָּרוּ˂ הוּא,  מִיה  אֶחָד  וּמַזָּל  מְכֻוָּ "הַשֵּׁם  וְהֵם  מַזָּלוֹת,  לְיוב  ב  " נִים 
  .ב גְּבוּלִים, לָכֵן לָקָה וְהָיָה מִשְׁפָּטוֹ בְּכָל צֵירוּפֵי אוֹתִיּוֹתָיו שֶׁל הַשֵּׁם"שְׁבָטִים וּלְי

  
Yet this too is difficult: why was the matter arranged so that there were intervening 

days in order to say that their judgment lasted twelve months, and why were the plagues not 
continuous for ten months? It may be said that it was specifically necessary that their 
judgment be twelve months, for the Name Havayah, Blessed be He, i.e., the Tetragrammaton,5 
signifies that He brings all existences into being, just as He created the world ex nihilo and 
gave it existence. Pharaoh the wicked denied this and believed that everything came from 
the constellations and from the magicians and the like. Therefore, the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, wished that he be struck for twelve months and that his judgment be prolonged for all 
that time, so that he could not say: “If this month had passed over me, the constellation of 
that month would have saved me.” Thus, his judgment was twelve months, corresponding to 
the twelve constellations; and corresponding to the bondage with which he enslaved the 
twelve tribes, who are likened to stars and constellations.6 This was also corresponding to the 
twelve diagonal boundaries that the Holy One, Blessed be He, set in the creation of the world, 
which was created by the Name of the Holy One, Blessed be He. These are the twelve 
permutations of the Name Havayah.7 In each and every month one permutation of the Name 
rules, together with one of the twelve constellations, corresponding to the twelve tribes and 
the twelve boundaries. Therefore, he was struck, and his judgment encompassed all the 
permutations of the letters of the Name.  

 
נִרְאֶה שֶׁה  שֶׁרָאשֵׁי תֵיבוֹת    ,"הְיֶה־לְּ˃ לְפֶהיִ וּא  ההָיָה  וְ עָם  הָ וְדִבֶּר־הוּא לְ˃ אֶל־":  רָמַז זֶה לְמֹשֶׁה בַּתְּחִלָּה, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר  ה"בקוְכֵן 

 וּ לָנ  הזֶ  היִהְיֶ  יעַד־מָתַ ": שֶׁבְּשֵׁם זֶה רוֹצֶה לַעֲשׂוֹת דִּין לְפַרְעֹה. וְכֵן נָמֵי בְּמַכַּת הָאַרְבֶּה אָמְרוּ לוֹ עֲבָדָיו זוֹלִרְמפֶּכֶת, וּה מְה"הֲוָיָ 
  . שֶׁר שֶׁהוּא רַחֲמִיםוֹה בְּצֵירוּף, וְהֵם אֲדַרְבָּא הָיוּ רוֹצִים הֲוָיָה בְּי"סוֹפֵי תֵיבוֹת הֲוָיָ  ,"לְמוֹקֵשׁ

  
Thus it appears that the Holy One, Blessed be He, hinted this to Moses at the outset, 

as it is said, “And he shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be [הָ עָם  וְ הָיָה  הוּא  יִ הְיֶה] for 
you a spokesman,”8 whose initial letters spell the Name Havayah, the Tetragrammaton itself, 

 
5 As will be discussed below, there are 12 permutations of the Tetragrammaton. Havaya itself is one of them. 
6 Gen. 37:9. 
7 Viz, י-הוה; י-ההו; י-והה; ה-יוה; ה -יהו; ה-ויה; ה-והי; ה-היו; ה-הוי; ו-יהה; ו-היה; ו- ההי. 
8 Ex. 4:16. 
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in reversed order. That hints that by this Name, He wished to execute judgment upon 
Pharaoh. Likewise, in the plague of locusts, his servants said to him, “Pharaoh’s courtiers said 
to him, ‘How long shall this one be [ּמָתַ י  יִהְיֶ ה   זֶ ה  לָנ ו] a snare to us,’ ”9 whose final letters spell a 
different permutation of Havayah, for they, to the contrary, desired the Name in its correct 
order, which signifies mercy, but did not succeed.  

  
מָה,  יתְּפִלָּתוֹ, אֶלָּא לְפִי שֶׁלּאֹ הָיְתָה תְּשׁוּבָתוֹ שְׁלֵ   הקב"הלאֹ קִבֵּל    'וְכוּ  "הַצַּדִּיק  הוה-י"וּבָזֶה יוּבַן הַטַּעַם לָמָּה כְּשֶׁאָמַר פַּרְעֹה  

הַשֵּׁם   אוֹתִיּוֹת  בֵּין  הִפְרִיד  הַוָּ שֶׁ שֶׁהֲרֵי  אוֹת  שֶׁהָאֱמֶת  "רְשָׁעִיםהָ עַמִּי  וְ אֲנִי  וַ צַּדִּיק  הַ   הוה- י"  ,ו"אכָּפַל  נָמֵי  הָכִי  וְאֵין  כְּדִבְרֵי . 
ב חֹדֶשׁ מַתְחִיל מִתְּחִלַּת הַהַתְרָאָה הָרִאשׁוֹנָה, וּבַחֹדֶשׁ הָרִאשׁוֹן הָיְתָה הַהַתְרָאָה וְהָאוֹת שֶׁל מַטֶּה " א שֶׁהַמִּשְׁפָּט שֶׁל י"הַמַּהַרְשָׁ 

ה בּוֹ וְאַחַר כָּ˂ הִתְחִילוּ הַמַּכּוֹת בַּחֹדֶשׁ הַשֵּׁנִי, וּבֵינְתַּיִם הָיָה חֹדֶשׁ אֶחָד שֶׁלּאֹ הָיָ   .הַנֶּהְפָּ˂ לְנָחָשׁ וַיִּבְלַע מַטֵּה אַהֲרֹן אֶת מַטּוֹתָם
  .מַכָּה, לְפִי שֶׁשֵּׁבֶט לֵוִי לאֹ הָיָה לוֹ שִׁעְבּוּד

  
With this we understand why, when Pharaoh said, “The L-rd is in the right, and I and 

my people are in the wrong,”10 the Holy One, Blessed be He, did not accept his prayer—
because his repentance was not complete. For he separated the letters of the Name, doubling 
the letter vav: “The L-rd is righteous, and I and my people are wicked [ עַמִּי וְ אֲנִי  וַ צַּדִּיק  הַ   הוה-י

רְשָׁעִיםהָ  ].” I.e., instead of there being four words, of which the initial letters are yod, heh, vav, heh, 
spelling the Tetragrammaton, there are five words, which start with yod, heh, vav, vav, heh. 

Indeed, the truth accords with the Maharsha that the twelve-month judgment begins 
from the first warning. In the first month there was the warning and the sign of the staff 
turning into a serpent, and Aaron’s staff swallowing their staffs.11 After that, the plagues 
began in the second month. In between there was one month without a plague, because the 
tribe of Levi was not subjected to servitude. 
 

מִתְּחִלַּת הַחֹדֶשׁ אֶלָּא בְּאֶמְצַע   וּכְדֵי שֶׁלּאֹ יִמָּצֵא מָקוֹם לְפַרְעֹה לוֹמַר שֶׁמַּזָּל אוֹתוֹ חֹדֶשׁ הִצִּילוֹ, מִשּׁוּם הָכִי לאֹ הִתְחִילוּ הַמַּכּוֹת
ו בְּנִיסָן, וְהַחֹדֶשׁ שֶׁלּאֹ הָיְתָה בּוֹ מַכָּה הָיָה חֲצִי מֵחֹדֶשׁ זֶה וַחֲצִי מֵחֹדֶשׁ אַחֵר, וְנִמְצָא שֶׁבְּכָל "מוּ בְּטיהַחֹדֶשׁ, כְּמוֹ שֶׁמָּצִינוּ שֶׁסִּיְּ 

  . חֹדֶשׁ הָיָה אוֹ מַכָּה אוֹ הַתְרָאָה, וְאֵין שׁוּם כֹּחַ לַמַּזָּל לְהַצִּילָם
  

In order that Pharaoh would not find room to say that the constellation of that month 
saved him, therefore the plagues did not begin at the start of the month but in the middle of 
the month, just as we find that they concluded on the fifteenth of Nisan. The month without 
a plague consisted of half of one month and half of another, so that in every month there was 
either a plague or a warning, and no power of the constellations could save them.  

 

 
9 Ex. 10:7. 
10 Ex. 9:27. 
11 Ex. 7:10–12. 
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שֶׁמַּרְאֵה הַסְּנֶה    תַב רַבֵּנוּ בַּחְיֵיוְנִיחָא שַׁפִּיר שֶׁבָּזֶה מוֹרֶה עַל יִחוּד הַשֵּׁם הַקָּדוֹשׁ, שֶׁהֲרֵי הַצֵּירוּפִים הָיוּ קְשׁוּרִים זֶה בָּזֶה. וְכֵן כָּ 
, וְלָכֵן בְּסוֹף הַמִּשְׁפָּט שֶׁעָשׂוּ  חֹדֶ"שׁב הֲוָיוֹת עוֹלוֹת בְּגִימַטְרִיָּא  "ו בְּנִיסָן, וְאַחַר פֶּסַח הָלַ˂ מֹשֶׁה לְמִצְרַיִם, וְהִנֵּה י"הָיָה בְּיוֹם ט 

דּוּשׁ הַחֹדֶשׁ, וְאָמַר  יב צֵירוּפִים עַל הַמִּצְרִיִּים, לְפִי שֶׁהָרְשָׁעִים מְהַפְּכִים מִדַּת הָרַחֲמִים לְמִדַּת הַדִּין, נָתַן לָהֶם מִצְוַת קִ "אֵלּוּ הַי
, שֶׁעָשׂוּ דִּין לְמִצְרַיִם, יִהְיוּ לְהַשְׁפִּיעַ  חֹדֶ"שׁה וּבְגִימַטְרִיָּא  "זֶ ב צֵירוּפִים שֶׁהֵם בְּגִימַטְרִיָּא  "לָהֶם הַחֹדֶשׁ הַזֶּה לָכֶם, דְּהַיְינוּ אֵלּוּ הַי

  . לָכֶם חֶסֶד וְרַחֲמִים
  

This fits well, for it demonstrates the unity of the holy Name, since the permutations 
were bound one to another. Rabbeinu Bachya also wrote that the vision of the burning bush 
occurred on the fifteenth of Nisan,12 and after Passover, Moses went to Egypt. Behold, the 
twelve instances of Havayah equal, in gematria, the word “ׁחֹדֶש”  [chodesh] [month]. That is, 
the four-lettered Name of G-d has the Gematria value of 26, and as discussed, there are 12 
permutations of the name. Thus, 12 x 26 has the value of 312, which is the Gematria of ׁחֹדֶש. 

 Therefore, at the conclusion of the judgment effected by these twelve permutations 
upon the Egyptians, because the wicked invert the attribute of mercy into the attribute of 
judgment, He gave Israel the commandment of sanctifying the new month. The answers 
Question 1, why Israel was commanded to sanctify the new month prior to leaving Egypt. Egypt 
was judged across all twelve permutations of Divine time to uproot belief in astrology. 

Thus, He said to them, “This month shall be for you,” meaning that these twelve 
permutations, which equal “ ה"זֶ  ” [zeh] [“this”] and also “ׁחֹדֶש” [chodesh] [“month”] in 
gematria, which executed judgment upon Egypt, will now bestow kindness and mercy upon 
you. Question 2 asked about the meaning of the word zeh. The gematria of  ֶהז  is 7+5=12, 
representing, as noted above, that there are 12 permutations of Havaya, each corresponding to one 
of the months of the year. Also, as explained directly above, 12 x 26 = 312, the Gematria of ׁחֹדֶש.  

 
לוּ לִהְיוֹת ב צֵירוּפִים הֵם לְפִי חָדְשֵׁי הַלְּבָנָה וְלאֹ לְפִי חָדְשֵׁי הַחַמָּה, מִשּׁוּם הָכִי אָמַר לָהֶם לְיִשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁיַּתְחִי"וּלְפִי שֶׁעִקָּר אֵלּוּ הַי

דּוּשׁ הַלְּבָנָה וּמְבָרֵ˂  יל. וְעוֹד שֶׁכְּשֶׁיִּרְאֶה אָדָם חִ "מּוֹת, וְכִדְבָרֵי רַזַ וּ לָכֶם דַּוְקָא וְלאֹ לָא  ,"הַחֹדֶשׁ הַזֶּה לָכֶם"מוֹנִים לַלְּבָנָה, וְאָמַר  
דֵּשׁ הָעוֹלָם כְּשֵׁם  דּוּשׁ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁהוּא עִקַּר הָאֱמוּנָה, וּמוֹדֶה עַל אֱ˄הוּתוֹ שֶׁל יוֹצֵר בְּרֵאשִׁית שֶׁחִ יעָלֶיהָ, הִנֵּה הוּא מוֹרֶה עַל חִ 

  ., וְזֶהוּ הֶפֶ˂ מַה שֶׁהָיָה כּוֹפֵר פַּרְעֹה הָרָשָׁעל"בַּחְיֵי ז הַ  שֶׁמְּחַדֵּשׁ הַלְּבָנָה בְּכָל חֹדֶשׁ וְחֹדֶשׁ, וּכְמוֹ שֶׁכָּתַב
  

Question 3 regarded the significance of the word “for you.” Since the essence of these 
twelve permutations follows the lunar months and not the solar months, therefore He told 
Israel to begin counting by the moon, saying, “This month shall be for you,” for you 
specifically, and not for the nations, as our Sages stated.   

Moreover, when a person sees the renewal of the moon and blesses over it, he thereby 
testifies to the renewal of the world, which is the foundation of faith. Also, he acknowledges 
the Divinity of the Creator of the Beginning, who renewed the world just as He renews the 
moon each and every month, as Rabbeinu Bachya of blessed memory wrote.13 This is the 
opposite of what Pharaoh the wicked denied.  

  
* * * 

 
12 Rabbeinu Bachya on Ex. 3:4. 
13 Rabbeinu Bachya on Ex. 12:2. 


