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Chapter XVI: Beshalach (Ex. 13:17–17:16) 
 
Essay 11. Haggadah: The obligation to eat four olive bulks of matzah 

  

וְנוֹדָע כִּי בַּגָּלוּת שֶׁל    בוֹת.ינִרְמְזוּ חָמֵשׁ אֲלֵפִי״ן בְּראֹשׁ הַתֵּ לְמָה  "אָמַר אוֹיֵב אֶרְדֹּף אַשִּׂיג אֲחַלֵּק שָׁלַל". יֵשׁ לָתֵת טַעַם    פָּסוּק
ם בִּשְׁלוֹשָׁה פְּסוּקִים, "וַיְהִי בַיָּמִים הָרַבִּים"  מִצְרַיִם הָיָה לָנוּ לְהִתְעַכֵּב ת"ל שָׁנִים, כְּמִנְיָן חָמֵשׁ פְּעָמִים אֱ˄הִים, וְהֵמָּה כְּתוּבִי

שִׁי הַשִּׁעְבּוּד אֶלָּא פ"ו שָׁנִים, אַחַר שֶׁנּוֹלְדָה מִרְיָם עַד שֶׁיֵּצְאוּ, וְנִמְצָא  וֹוְלאֹ הָיָה לָהֶם בְּמִצְרַיִם ק  .וְכוּ' "וַיֵּאָנְחוּ בְנֵי־יִשְׂרָאֵל" וְכוּ'
  .לָּא חֵלֶק חֲמִישִׁי מִן הָרָאוּי לָהֶםשֶׁלּאֹ יָשְׁבוּ שָׁם אֶ 

  
There is a verse: “Said the enemy: ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; 

my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them’ ” 
(Ex. 15:9). We need to give a sense of what is hinted at by the five alephs at the beginning of 
the words, i.e., the first five words of the verse each begin with an aleph (i.e., “said,” “the enemy,” 
“I will pursue,” “I will overtake,” “I will divide”).  

It is known that for the Egyptian exile we had to linger 430 years,1 a number five times 
86, which is the Gematria of Elohim (אֱ˄הִים) (G-d),2 with the word Elohim beginning with an aleph. 
These five appearances of the word Elohim are written in three verses: “A long time after that, 
the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the bondage and cried out; and their 
cry for help from the bondage rose up to G-d. G-d heard their moaning, and G-d remembered His 
covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. G-d looked upon the Israelites, and G-d took notice 
of them.” (Ex. 2:23–25). They had a difficult bondage in Egypt only for 86 years, after Miriam 
was born until they went out, and it is found that they only stayed there in the difficult bondage 
for a fifth of the time that they deserved. 

 
זֶה נִגְזַר עֲלֵיהֶם אַרְבַּע גָּלוּיּוֹת אֲחֵרוֹת לְתַשְׁלוּם אֵלּוּ הֶחָמֵשׁ הַתּוֹרַת חַיִּים בְּפֶרֶק גִּיד הַנָּשֶׁה בְּחוּלִּין שֶׁכְּנֶגֶד  כִי כָּתַב  וּמִשּׁוּם הָ 
מ"ט שֶׁעָרֵי טוּמְאָה וְחַס וְשָׁלוֹם הָיוּ נִטְמָעִים שָׁם,  בְּ אֶלָּא שֶׁוִּיתֵּר לָהֶם בְּאוֹתוֹ הַפַּעַם כְּדֵי לְחָזוֹר לְמִשְׁכָּנָן, לְפִי שֶׁנִּכְנְסוּ    עִינּוּיִים,

  וּכְמוֹ שֶׁנְּפָרֵשׁ הַטַּעַם לְקַמָּן בְּעֶזְרַת הַשֵּׁם בְּפָרָשַׁת רְאֵה עַל פָּסוּק "כִּי בְחִפָּזוֹן" וְכוּ' ועיי"ש.  .זוֹןן הוֹצִיאָם בַּחִפָּ וְלָכֵ 
 
Because of this, the Torat Chaim3 wrote on the seventh chapter, “The Sciatic Nerve,” 

of tractate Chullin that even though they were decreed four other exiles to complete these five 
torments, He instead gave permission to them at that time to return to their abode, the Holy 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. 
1 Ex. 12:40–41: “The length of time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. At the 

end of the four hundred and thirtieth year, to the very day, all the ranks of the L-rd departed from the land of Egypt.” 
2 Elohim has a Gematria of 86. 
3 Rabbi Avraham Chaim Shor, Torat Chaim (Lublin 1624). 
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Land, because they had entered the 49th gate of impurity, and G-d forbid they be absorbed 
there, which would have happened if they had fallen any further in impurity.4  Therefore He took 
them out quickly. We will explain this reason later, G-d willing, in parshat Re’eh (note 5), on 
the verse, “You shall not eat anything leavened with it; for seven days thereafter you shall eat 
unleavened bread, bread of distress—for you departed from the land of Egypt in haste” (Deut. 
16:3), and see there.  

 
לֶאֱכ לָנוּ חוֹבָה  יֵשׁ  זֶה  אַרְבַּ וֹוּכְנֶגֶד  שֶׁהֵם  פֶּסַח,  בְּלֵיל  מַצָּה  זֵיתִים  אַרְבָּעָה  מַצָּה  ,נוּ הַמּוֹצִיאידְּהַיְ   ע מַצּוֹת,ל   ,כּוֹרֵך  ,וַאֲכִילַת 

ל אַרְבָּעָה חֲתִיכוֹת, רֶמֶז לְאַרְבָּעָה חֶלְקִי מְהִירוּת שֶׁלּאֹ הִסְפִּיק  וֹהֵר הַקֵּץ אַרְבָּעָה חֲלָקִים יֵשׁ לָנוּ לֶאֱכיוַאֲפִיקוֹמָן, שֶׁכֵּיוָן שֶׁמִּ 
שֶׁנִּגְלָה עֲלֵיהֶם הקב"ה וּגְאָלָם.בְּצֵקָן שֶׁל   רָצָה לִרְדּ  אֲבוֹתֵינוּ לְהַחְמִיץ עַד  ף אַחֲרֵיהֶם אָמַר בְּלִבּוֹ עֲדַיִין לאֹ וֹוְעַתָּה שֶׁפַּרְעֹה 

 .נִשְׁלְמוּ הַחֲמִשָּׁה אֱ˄הִים, וְהֶחָמֵשׁ אֲלֵפִי״ן רוֹמְזִים לַחֲמִשָּׁה שֵׁמוֹת אֵלּוּ
 

Because of this, we have an obligation to eat four olive bulks of matzahs on Passover 
night, which are divided into four olive-bulk portions of three matzahs. That is, the Passover 
seder begins with a stack of three matzahs. The middle matzah is broken in half, with one of the 
pieces taken away to be used later for the Afikoman. When the time arrives to begin eating the 
matzah, two blessings are said, Who brings forth bread from the ground,” and “Who has 
commanded us on the eating of matzah.” One eats a first olive-bulk portion from the top matzah, 
bearing in mind the first blessing, and eats a second olive-bulk portion from the broken middle 
matzah, bearing in mind the second blessing. One then makes a blessing over bitter herbs and eats 
those, and then, without making a blessing, takes a third olive-bulk portion from the bottom 
matzah, eating it as a wrap with more bitter herbs. Finally, after the main meal, one eats a fourth 
olive-bulk portion of the Afikoman. Since [G-d] hastened the end of the four remaining parts 
of exile, we need to eat four slices, as a hint to the four parts of speed by which “the dough of 
our forefathers was not able to rise, ‘before the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, revealed [Himself] to them and redeemed them.’ ”5  

Now that Pharaoh wanted to pursue them, he said in his heart that the five 
appearances of the word Elohim had not yet been completed, i.e.: “A long time after that, the 
king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the bondage and cried out; and their cry for 
help from the bondage rose up to G-d. G-d heard their moaning, and G-d remembered His covenant 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. G-d looked upon the Israelites, and G-d took notice of them.” 
(Ex. 2:23–25).  

Thus, Scripture said about Pharaoh: “Said the enemy: ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will 
divide’ ” (Ex. 15:9), and the five alephs of the first words of that verse hinted at these five names 
of G-d that appear in Ex. 2:23–25, in addition to the fact that the Gematria of five times Elohim is 
430, the number of years the Egyptian exile was to last. 

 
* * * 

 
4 There are 50 levels of holiness and 50 levels of impurity. Zohar Chadash, at the beginning of Yitro, explains that 

Israel had already fallen to the 49th level of impurity in Egypt, and G-d had to rescue us before we fell to the 50th 
level of impurity, from which there is no return. Therefore, He therefore cut short our time in Egypt.  

5 Passover Haggadah, Magid, Rabban Gamliel’s Three Things. 


