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Chapter XX: Tetzaveh (Ex. 27:20-30:10)

Essay 4. The 11" and 12% stones of the choshen
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Bava Batra, chapter 5:

“I will make your battlements of kadkod [7573], your gates of precious
stones, the whole encircling wall of gems” (Isaiah 54:12). Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nachmani said: Two angels in heaven, Gabriel and Michael, disagree [with regard
to the identity of kadkod, that will be used to form the walls of Jerusalem]. And
some say [that this dispute is between] two amora’im in the West [i.e., the Land of
Israel]. And who are they? Yehuda and Chizkiya, the sons of Rabbi Chiya. One
said [that kadkod is] onyx [shoham] [03i¥], and one said jasper [yashpeh] [7o0”].
The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: Let it be like this [°72] [kedein] and
like that [1°72] [uchedein] [i.e., let them be formed from both together, as the word
kadkod is a combination of this this, kedein, and that, ukhedein].

- Bava Batra 75a
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We need to investigate exactly why the walls will be made of these two stones, onyx
and jasper.' It can be said that in these stones the names of Joseph and Benjamin were written
in the stones of the choshen. The choshen is described in Ex. 28:15-21, including the text:
“. .. and the fourth row: a tarshish, a shoham, and a yashpeh. They shall be framed with gold in
their mountings. The stones shall correspond to the names of the sons of Israel: twelve,
corresponding to their names. They shall be engraved like seals, each with its name, for the twelve
tribes.” Thus, the shoham and yashpeh were the 11™ and 12 stones of the choshen, corresponding
to the birth order of Joseph and Benjamin.

’ English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein.
' While we translate shoham as onyx and yashpeh as jasper, there are many other opinions.
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It is written in the book Shiltei haGiborim that:>

The onyx helps the recollection and the eyes, and is good for
enrichment, and it teaches the human tongue to express itself and speak wisely
to understand the hidden riddles, and it will almost bring a man to the hands
of prophecy.

This stone was given to Joseph: because he had good eyes [as it says],
“Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine by a fountain” (Gen. 29:22); and
[because] he had a good memory, as it is written “Joseph remembered [the
dreams that he had dreamed about them]” (Gen. 42:9); and because he was wise,
a master of rhetoric in solving the dream; and because the spirit of prophecy
was kindled within him, as it is written, “[So Pharaoh said to Joseph] ‘Since G-d
has informed [you of all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you]” (Gen.
41:39); and [because] he was a successful man.

Therefore, in order to hint that in the future, the land will be filled with knowledge of G-d,
and great success, and good recollection, the walls will be made of onyx.
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And according to the one who says the walls will be made of jasper, we have what the
aforementioned rabbi wrote that jasper has the virtue of keeping the person from being given
a poison that can kill, etc. Benjamin can remember for himself the merit of his mother, who
gave birth to him alive, and then she went to her World-to-Come at the time of giving birth,
and she didn’t injure or Kill him with her. l.e., he survived the difficult childbirth, while his
mother did not, and in honor of her sacrifice, his descendants merited to be represented by jasper,
with its protective qualities.

2 Abraham ben David Portaleone (1542-1612), Italian-Jewish physician. Author of Shiltei haGiborim (Mantua
1607), which related arts and sciences to the Temple.
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Further, it is brought in the Yalkut Shimoni (parshat Vezot haBracha, remez 947) on the
verse, “Of Benjamin he said: Beloved of the L-rd, he rests securely beside Him; ever does He
protect him, as he rests between His shoulders” (Deut. 33:12), that the Temple was built in the
portion of Benjamin because all of the tribes, i.e., the brothers, were involved in the sale of
Joseph, except for Benjamin. If they would build the Temple and go to pray there that the
Holy One, Blessed be He, should have mercy on them, they wouldn’t be answered, just as
they didn’t want to have mercy on their brother, Joseph. This is [why] the stone of Benjamin
was the jasper [yashpeh] [9¥?], which sounds like “yesh peh” [“there is a mouth”] [5 v?],
because Benjamin precisely has a mouth with which to pray to the Holy One, Blessed be He,
that he should have mercy on Israel—something that isn’t true with the other tribes.
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said, let it be like this and like that, for both of them

are sons of Rachel, and Rachel is the woman who refused to be comforted.> The Scripture

says, “Unhappy, storm-tossed one, uncomforted!, I will lay carbuncles as your building stones,

and make your foundations of sapphires. I will make your battlements of kadkod, your gates of

precious stones, the whole encircling wall of gems” (Isaiah 54:11-12), and the kadkod
corresponds to your two sons.
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The reason that he called the walls of Jerusalem “your battlements” [shimshotaich]
[7nWnw] is because as with the sun [shemesh] [Un¥], all go toward its light, similarly the
nations will go toward the light of your walls, which will be like the sun.*

3 Gen. 37:35, “All his sons and daughters sought to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted . . .”

4 The word shimshotaich, which we have translated as battlements, may be a notched area at the top of a defensive
wall, through which defenders can position themselves to fight off attacking forces. As the rising sun can first appear
through these notches, the word is derived from the word for sun, shemesh.
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As it says there in Bava Batra 75a:

And Rabba says that Rabbi Yochanan says: [In the] future, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, will prepare a sukkah for the righteous from the skin of the
leviathan, as it is stated: “Can you fill his skin with barbed irons [besukkot]” (Job
40:31). [If one] is deserving [of being called righteous, an entire] sukkah is
prepared for him [from the skin of the leviathan]; [if one is] not deserving, a
covering is prepared for his [head], as it is stated: “Or his head with fish-
spears” (Job 40:31).

[If one is] deserving [at least of this reward], a covering is prepared for him,
[and if one is] not deserving, a necklace is prepared for him, as it is stated: “And
necklaces about your neck” (Prov. 1:9). [If one is somewhat] deserving, a
necklace is prepared for him, [and if one is] not deserving [even of this, only] an
amulet is prepared for him [from the skin of the leviathan], as it is stated: “Or
will you bind him for your maidens” (Job 40:29).

And [with regard to] the remaining [part of the skin of the leviathan], the
Holy One, Blessed be He, spreads it on the walls of Jerusalem, and its glory
radiates from one end of the world until the [other] end. As it is stated: “And
nations shall walk in your light, and kings at the brightness of your rising” (Isaiah
60:3).

- Bava Batra 75a



