Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter XXI: Ki Tisa (Ex. 30:11-34:35)

Essay 2. Why G-d consulted both Moses and Israel about Bezalel
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Berachot, chapter 9:

Rabbi Yitzchak said: One may only appoint an administrator over a
community if he consults with the community [and they agree], as it is stated:
“See, the L-rd has called by name Bezalel.” (Exodus 35:30). The L-rd said to
Moses: Moses, is Bezalel acceptable to you? [Moses] said to Him: Master of the
universe, if he is acceptable to You, then all the more so to me. [G-d] said to
him: Nevertheless, go and tell [Israel and see what they say]. He went and said
to Israel: Is Bezalel acceptable to you? They said to him: If he is acceptable to
the Holy One, Blessed be He, and to you, all the more so to us.

- Berachot 55a
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The Zera Berach (first essay on parashat Pekudei) raised a difficulty: Why were there
two questions, first to ask whether he was acceptable to Moses, and afterward whether he
was acceptable to Israel? Why was a question needed at all? What conceivable reason would
there be that he would not be acceptable to Moses if he was acceptable before the Holy One,
Blessed be He? Granted that one consults with the community, because one does not appoint
an administrator over the community unless one consults with the community and they agree,
but why consult with Moses himself?

’ English translation: Copyright © 2026 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https://zstorah.com
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Furthermore, there is another difficulty: How does Rabbi Yitzchak derive from here
that one does not appoint an administrator unless one consults with the community and they
agree? Perhaps in general there is no need to consult, and that it was required here only
because Bezalel was young, and it was not respectful of the community to appoint a youth
over them as leader—for he was only thirteen years old, as stated in Sanhedrin, in the 8
chapter, entitled “A stubborn and rebellious son” (69b). This is similar to what we find
regarding a prayer leader, that we require that his beard be filled in;' and Rabbi Eliezer ben
Azariah experienced a miracle that he appeared like a seventy-year-old.>

We also need to check the connection of the verses: “See, I have called out by name
Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have endowed him with a Divine spirit of
skill, ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft.”
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It is brought in the Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De‘ah (siman 242, se‘if 4): It is forbidden
for a person to issue halachic rulings in the presence of his teacher, and even getting
permission does not help if he is his primary teacher. But if the majority of his wisdom is not
from him, it is implied there that taking permission does help. See there in the decisors.

If so, it would seem that Moses was the primary teacher of Bezalel, just as he was the
primary teacher of Israel, and therefore Bezalel could not be an administrator or issue
rulings. Even getting permission from Moses would not have helped him.
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Therefore, the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: “See, I have called out by
name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have endowed him with a Divine

! Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim, siman 53, se‘if 6.
2 Berachot 28a.
3 Ex. 31:2-3.



spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft.” That is to say, now that I have filled
him with a spirit of wisdom and understanding, the majority of his wisdom is not from you,
Moses; and if you grant him permission to issue rulings, he can issue rulings. After Moses
granted him permission, there would no longer have been any need to consult Israel.

Since, however, we see that in any case He wished to consult with them, you must say
that the reason is because one may only appoint an administrator over a community if he
consults with the community [and they agree]. Now there is no room to say that He consulted
with them because [Bezalel] was young, for once he was authorized by Moses to issue rulings,
he left the category of “youth” and entered the category of “sage.” There is a new vessel filled
with old wine,* meaning a young person possessing the wisdom of the elderly. Concerning him
it is said, “show deference to the elder,’ that is, one who has acquired wisdom, even an infant
who is wise.’
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If you say: What does issuing rulings have to do with the construction of the
Tabernacle? One can say that we find that Bezalel altered what Moses told him and made
the Tabernacle first. That is:

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Go say to Bezalel, “Make a
tabernacle, an ark, and vessels.” Moses went and reversed the order and told
[Bezalel]: “Make an ark, and vessels, and a tabernacle.” [Bezalel] said to [Moses]:
Moses, our teacher, the practice in the world is that a person builds a house and
only afterward places the vessels . . . Perhaps G-d told you the following: “Make a
tabernacle, ark, and vessels.” [Moses] said to [Bezalel]: Perhaps you were in G-d’s
shadow [betzel El], and you knew [what He said].

- Berachot 55a
Moreover, Moses commanded that he make an ark of wood overlaid with gold, but he
made three arks, and so forth. That is:

[The Torah states that the Ark should be made of wood with gold plating
inside and out (Ex. 25:10-11).] Bezalel made three arks: A middle one of wood,
nine [handbreadths tall]; an inner one of gold, eight [handbreadths tall]; [and] an
outer one [of gold], ten [handbreadths] and a bit [tall].

- Yoma 72b
Thus, Bezalel’s deviations from Moses’ instruction were allowed because design decisions about
the Tabernacle involved halachic reasoning. Because the majority of Bezalel’s wisdom came from

G-d, and because Moses granted permission, Bezalel was allowed to issue such rulings.
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4 Pirkei Avot 4:20.
S Lev. 19:32.
¢ Kiddushin 32b.



