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Chapter XXI: Ki Tisa (Ex. 30:11-34:35)

Essay 26. Attending to the needs of the community
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There in the Gemara being discussed in the previous essay, we find:

Rabbi Chama, son of Rabbi Chanina, said: Moses became wealthy only
from the waste [remaining] from [carving] the Tablets [of the Ten
Commandments], as it is stated: “Carve for yourself two tablets of stone like the
first.”! “Carve for yourself” [means that] their waste shall be yours. [As the
tablets were crafted from sapphire, the leftover fragments would be very valuable.]

- Nedarim 38a
Investigation is required why Moses became wealthy specifically in this way, and not in
another way.
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It can be said that since Moses was engaged in the needs of the community, as it is
said in the Midrash on the verse, “When the L-rd saw that he had turned aside to look, G-d
called to him out of the bush: ‘Moses! Moses!’ He answered, ‘Here I am.” > The Midrash states
that “[Moses] turned from his affairs to see their burdens,” which is why G-d answered him.?
Similarly, we find that all his days he was taking care of the Jewish people, such as
when the Torah explains that “Moses sat as magistrate among the people, while the people stood
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about Moses from morning until evening.”* Similarly, because of the sin of the Golden Calf,
[Moses] sat a total of three times on the mountain for 40 days each time, seeking forgiveness
for the people,” and when was his work done? Because of this, the Holy One, Blessed be He,
wanted him to become enriched specifically in this way, in order that everyone would know
that the wealth came to him because he was engaged in the needs of the community. If his
enrichment had been in another way, we would say that he had become enriched because of
his knowledge of the Torah, as it is said regarding other Torah scholars, “In her right hand is
length of days, in her left, riches and honor,”¢ but now that he became enriched in this way,
there is no room to err as to the reason.
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Moreover, as is stated in the Midrash that when the Tablets were broken it was
decreed upon Israel that they would learn Torah under pressure, with sorrow, with poverty,
etc.” Now, because of this decree, Moses should not have enriched himself from the second
set of Tablets, as he was the cause of the breaking of the Tablets, which caused people to learn
Torah in poverty. So why did he become enriched by them? Rather, it’s certainly proven from
this that he did not get enriched from his knowledge of Torah, rather from the fact that he
lost business opportunities in order to deal with the needs of the community.
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Also, it was to inform that the breaking of the Tablets was for the good of Israel, as
the [rabbis] of blessed memory said:

What did Moses do? He took the tablets from the hand of the Holy One,
Blessed be He in order to suppress His fury. To what is the matter comparable? To
a prince who sent to betroth a woman through an intermediary. She went and
strayed with another man. The intermediary, who was guiltless, what did he do? He
took the marriage contract that the prince had given him to betroth her and he ripped
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received the first set of Tablets. Upon descending, he saw the Golden Calf and broke the Tablets. He ascended a second
time for 40 days and pled for mercy. He then went up a third time for 40 days, and received the second set of Tablets.

¢ Prov. 3:16.
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it. He said: “It is preferable that she be judged as a single woman [who broke
off a potential match] and not as a married woman [who has committed adultery].”

- Ex. Rabbah 43:1

[Moses] did not sin at all in breaking them, for to the contrary, the Holy One, Blessed be He,
agreed with him, as it is said, “You [showed] beautiful strength that you broke [them].”®

Because of this, He desired that [Moses]| would be enriched with these Tablets, in order
that everyone would know that this wealth came to him because he was engaged in the needs
of Israel and put aside his own business. Another reason was so that everyone engaged in the
needs of the community would learn to keep busy with them for the sake of Heaven, as is
taught in the 2" chapter of Pirkei Avot, where Rabban Gamliel said:

[A]ll who labor with the community, should labor with them for the sake of
Heaven, for the merit of their forefathers sustains them (the community), and their
(the forefather’s) righteousness endures forever; And as for you, [God in such case
says] I credit you with a rich reward, as if you [yourselves] had [actually]
accomplished [it all].

- Pirkei Avot 2:2

8 Yalkut Shimoni on Torah, 393:1.



