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Chapter XXI: Ki Tisa (Ex. 30:11-34:35)

Essay 9. The gift of Torah
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There is a verse: “He gave Moses—when He finished speaking with him on Mount
Sinai—two tablets of the Covenant, tablets of stone inscribed with the finger of G-d” (Ex. 31:18).
Rashi of blessed memory explains: “[The word] in%s3 (ce’chaloto) (when He finished) is
written defectively [without a vav after the lamed] for the Torah was delivered to [Moses] as a
gift, as the bride (7%2) (kallah) to the groom, for [Moses] wasn’t able to learn all of it in such a
short time.” There is a question: Is a bride given to a groom? The custom is that he “acquires”
her by giving her a gift. Also, [the rabbis] of blessed memory said in the fourth chapter of
tractate Nedarim (38a): “Rabbi Yochanan said: Initially, Moses would study Torah and forget
it, until it was given to him as a gift.” It is difficult to understand why he was forgetting it in
the beginning, and what connection there is to giving it to him as a gift with [his] memory.
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One can say as in the fourth chapter of tractate Ketubot (page 48a), where we learned
in a Mishnah:

[Even after she is betrothed, a daughter] is always under her father’s
authority until she enters [her] husband’s authority in marriage [via the
wedding canopy]. [If the father] delivered [her] to the husband’s messengers [to
bring her to her husband and the wedding canopy], she is under the husband’s
authority. [If] the father went with the husband’s messengers or if the father’s
messengers went with the husband’s messengers, she is [still] under the father’s
authority [as he has not fully delivered her to the husband’s messengers]. [If her
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father sent her with his own messengers] and the father’s messengers delivered
[her] to the husband’s messengers, she is under the husband’s authority.

- Mishnah Ketubot 4:5; Ketubot 48a-b
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The Tur ruled in Even haEzer (siman 57), that if she died after the father delivered
her to messengers of the husband, the husband inherits her entire dowry etc., and see there.
If so, it’s found that in the delivery of the bride, the groom merits her dowry coming to him
as a gift. So when Rashi referred to a bride being given to the groom as a gift, he was referring to
the bride’s father’s surrender of his authority over her. From here, we should consider that the
Torah is like a daughter of the Holy One, Blessed be He, as it says in Midrash Ex. Rabbah on
the verse, “Tell the Israelite people they will take for Me offerings” (Ex. 25:2):

There is a parable about a king who only had one daughter. One of the
[other] kings came and took her and sought to go back to his land to marry her. [The
first king] said to [the husband], “My daughter whom I have given to you is my
only one. I can’t bear to separate from her, but to tell you that you can’t take her is
also impossible, as she is your wife. Rather, do me this favor, that everywhere you
go, make me a small room, so that I can live with you, for I can’t leave my
daughter.” So said G-d to Israel: “I have given you the Torah. I can’t bear to separate
from her, but to tell you not to take her is also impossible. Rather, everywhere you
go, make me one house so that I can live within it, as it is said ‘And make me a
sanctuary’ (Ex. 25:8).”

- Midrash Ex. Rabbah 33:1
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As long as Moses was in a high place, upon Mount Sinai, which is called “the domain
of the Father” (i.e., the domain of G-d), [Moses] was not able to merit [the Torah]. Indeed,
immediately upon [the Torah’s] delivery to him by the Holy One, Blessed be He, [the Torah]
is called “his,” to merit [the Torah] and its riches, and for this reason the Torah was then
fixed in his memory and not before, and it is fine that it says that [the Torah] was delivered
to him as a gift, as a bride to her groom.
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