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Chapter XXV: Tzav (Lev. 6:1–8:36) 
 
Essay 4. The sacrifice that David desired to bring 
 

ן נְשִׂיאִים, הֲדָא הוּא דִכְתִיב "עֹלוֹת "זֶה קָרְבַּן אַהֲרֹן וּבָנָיו", אָמַר ר' אִידֵי מִתְאַוֶּה הָיָה דָּוִד לְקָרְבָּ   עַל פָּסוּק  יַלְקוּט  מִדְרָשׁ

," ב "וּלְזֶבַח הַשְּׁלָמִים בָּקָר  אֵין לְ קָרְבָּן שֶׁיֵּשׁ בּוֹ פָּרִים אֵלִים עַתּוּדִים אֶלָּא קָרְבָּן נְשִׂיאִים, הֲדָא הוּא דִכְתִי  מֵחִים אַעֲלֶה־לָּ
 .שְׁנַיִם" וְכוּ' עכ"ל

  
There is a midrash Yalkut (Shimoni) on the verse, “This is the offering that Aaron and 

his sons shall offer to the L-rd on the occasion of his anointment: a tenth of an ephah of choice 
flour as a regular meal offering, half of it in the morning and half of it in the evening” (Lev. 6:13).  

Rabbi Idei said, David desired [to build the Temple and to bring as an 
inaugural offering] the offering of the tribal chiefs in the Wilderness, as it is 
written, “I offer up fattened burnt offerings to You, with the odor of burnt rams; 
I sacrifice bulls and male goats, Selah” (Ps. 66:15). [Rabbi Idei explains that] the 
only sacrifice that includes bulls, rams, and male goats, is the sacrifice of the 
chiefs, as it is written, “and for his peace-offering: two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, and five yearling lambs. That was the offering of Nahshon son of 
Amminadab” (Num. 7:17).  

- Yalkut Shimoni 486:21 
 

Thus, we understand from David’s stated desire in Psalms, that the offering he wanted to bring 
was comparable to the one brought by the tribal chiefs in the Wilderness. 

  
  רוּצִים.  יוּלְפִי הַפְּשָׁט יֵשׁ לָתֵת שְׁתֵּי תֵּ  ?לָמָּה דָּוִד הָיָה מִתְאַוֶּה דַּוְקָא לְקָרְבָּן נְשִׂיאִים וְלאֹ לְשׁוּם קָרְבָּן אַחֵר

  
Why did David desire [to bring] specifically the sacrifice of the chiefs and not some 

other sacrifice? According to the plain meaning, we can give two solutions.  
   

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. 
1 Th midrash also appears in Lev. Rabbah 8:3.  
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  , לְדוֹרוֹת  כַּת הַמִּזְבֵּחַ דְּבָרִים שֶׁאֵין כְּמוֹתָןוּהַנְּשִׂיאִים בַּחֲנ   וּכְשֵׁם שֶׁהִקְרִיבוּ  ),"ם (בְּפֶרֶק ב' מֵהִלְכוֹת מַעֲשֶׂה הַקָּרְבָּנוֹתפָּסַק הָרַמְבַּ 
  לּוּאִים הָיוּ ישֶׁהִקְרִיבוּ בִּימֵי עֶזְרָא הַבָּאִים מֵהַשְּׁבִי מִ   . וְכֵן קָרְבָּנוֹתבְּשַׁבָּת  כָּתוֹוּחֲנ לֶעָתִיד  כָּ הַנָּשִׂיא מַקְרִיב    ,וְהִקְרִיבוּ בְּשַׁבָּת

בִּימֵי עֶזְרָא הִקְרִיבוּ מִ   וּמִטַּעַם זֶה  .עכ"ל  לְדוֹרוֹת  םן נוֹהֲגִיוְאֵי בֵּין  בֵּין לֶעָתִיד  בַּמִּשְׁכָּן  בֵּין  דָּוִד מִתְאַוֶּה, שֶׁהֲרֵי  לּוּאִים,  יהָיָה 
הָיוּ שָׁם מִ  מֹה לאֹ  שֶׁבָּנָה שְׁ בְּבַיִת רִאשׁוֹן  הַכָּתוּב  . לּוּאִיםיאָמְנָם  הַמִּקְדָּשׁ כְּמוֹ שֶׁאוֹמֵר  בֵּית  לִבְנוֹת  שֶׁהָיָה רוֹצֶה  הָיָה  וְדָוִד   ,

 גְמָתוֹ לַדּוֹרוֹת. וּשֶׁהוּא קָרְבָּן חָדָשׁ וְנֶחְמָד שֶׁאֵין דּלּוּאִים ימִתְאַוֶּה לַעֲשׂוֹת גַּם הוּא הַקָּרְבָּן שֶׁל מִ 
 
First solution: The Rambam ruled (the second chapter of Ma'aseh HaKorbanot): 

All of the measures of the accompanying offerings mentioned in the Book 
of Ezekiel, the listing of the sacrifices, and the order of service written there are all 
inauguration offerings and will not be practiced in generations to follow. Instead, 
the prophet commanded and outlined how the inauguration offerings will be 
brought at the time of the dedication of the altar at the time of the coming of the 
King Messiah when the Third Temple will be built.2  

Just as the chiefs offered sacrifices at the dedication of the Tabernacle—
offerings that were not brought in coming generations—and they brought 
them on the Sabbath, so too, a chief in the future [for the Third Temple] will 
bring a dedication offering on the Sabbath, as explained there.3 Similarly, the 
sacrifices of the people who returned [to Zion] from the [Babylonian] captivity 
in the days of Ezra4 were inaugural offerings and will not be practiced in 
generations to come.  

- Mishneh Torah, Ma’aseh HaKorbanot, 2:14–15 
 

And for this reason, David was desirous, for whether in the Tabernacle, or in the 
future Third Temple, or in the days of Ezra returning to the Second Temple, they sacrificed 
inaugural offerings, but in the First Temple that Solomon built, there were no inaugural 
offerings that included bulls, rams, and male goats.5 David, who had wanted to build the 
Temple, as the Scripture says, had desired to also make an inaugural sacrifice, which was a 
new sacrifice that had no precedent over the generations. 

 

 
2 Rashi on Menachot 45b understands Ezekiel’s prophecy as referring to special sacrifices for the Second Temple, 

while the Rambam understands it as applying to the era of Messiah and the Third Temple. 
3 Ezek. 46:4, “The burnt offering which the chief presents to the L-rd on the Sabbath day shall consist of six lambs 

without blemish and one ram without blemish . . .” 
4 Ezra 8:35, “The returning exiles who arrived from captivity made burnt offerings to the G-d of Israel: twelve 

bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs and twelve male goats as a purification offering, all this a 
burnt offering to the L-rd.” 

5 I Kings 8:63, “Solomon offered 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep as sacrifices of well-being to the L-rd; thus the 
king and all the Israelites dedicated the House of the L-rd.” II Chron. 7:4, “King Solomon offered as sacrifices 22,000 
oxen and 120,000 sheep; thus the king and all the people dedicated the House of G-d.” Thus, the dedication of the 
First Temple was a massive affair, but it did not list goats. 
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מֹשֶׁה וְדָּוִד לאֹ שָׁלְטוּ    לּוּ הָיָה דָּוִד בּוֹנֶה הַבַּיִת, לאֹ הָיָה נֶחְרָב מֵעוֹלָם, וְכִדְאָמְרִינַן בִּגְמָרָא בְּפֶרֶק קַמָּא דְּסוֹטָהיאִי נָמֵי, יָדוּעַ שֶׁאִ 
וְלָכֵן דָּוִד הָיָה    רָשׁ בִּיחֶזְקֵאלוֹנּוּכוֹ קָרְבָּן הַנָּשִׂיא הַמְּפ יוְהָיָה טָעוּן לְחִ   ,וְהָיָה אוֹתוֹ הַבַּיִת בַּיִת הָאַחֲרוֹן.  אֵיהֶם בְּמַעֲשֶׂה יְדֵיהֶםשׂוֹנְ 

 .זֶה הַקָּרְבָּן וְלִבְנוֹת הַבַּיִת, שֶׁהוּא הָיָה הַמֶּלֶ וְהַנָּשִׂיא וְהָיָה מַקְרִיב אוֹתוֹ הַקָּרְבָּןמִתְאַוֶּה לְהַקְרִיב 
 
Second solution: Alternatively, it’s known that if David had built the Temple, it never 

would have been destroyed, and as it is said in the Gemara, in the first chapter of tractate 
Sotah (page 9a), the enemies of Moses and David did not rule over their achievements. Thus, 
the Tabernacle that Moses built was never destroyed, and David’s citadel was not destroyed by his 
enemies. 

This Temple would have been the final Temple; it would have endured, and there would 
not have been a Second Temple or a future Third Temple. It would have needed for its 
inauguration a sacrifice of the chiefs as explained in chapters 45–46 of Ezekiel, and therefore 
David was desirous to bring this sacrifice and to build the Temple, for he was the king and 
the chief and was the one bringing the sacrifice. 

 
* * * 


