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Chapter XXVI: Shemini (Lev. 9:1-11:47)

Essay 7. Havdalah and the two portions of wine
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Itis written in Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer (ch. 20), and the Tur, Orach Chaim (siman 296),
also brings it: Rabbi Tzadok says that anyone who does not recite Havdalah over wine at the
conclusion of Shabbat, or who does not hear from others who recite Havdalah, never sees a
sign of blessing. But one who recites Havdalah over wine, or hears from others who recite
Havdalah—the Holy One, Blessed be He, calls him “holy” and makes him a treasure, as it is
stated, “And you shall be to Me a treasure from among all the peoples,”' “and I have
separated you from the peoples to be Mine.”>
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It requires investigation how, through this mitzvah alone, a person receives so great a
reward—especially since there is a dispute among the halachic authorities whether it is
Biblical or Rabbinic—and what is the significance of the greatness of this mitzvah.
Furthermore, why specifically is wine required, and likewise for Kiddush. Here is what [the
rabbis]| of blessed memory said: “wine was created only to comfort mourners and to give
good reward to the wicked.””

: English translation: Copyright © 2025 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays available at https://zstorah.com
'Ex. 19:5.

2 Lev. 20:26.

3 Sanhedrin 70a; Eruvin 65a.
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All will be understood by first presenting a Midrash in Parashat Noach:

“And he planted a vineyard”*—When [Noah] was about to plant a
vineyard, the demon Shemadon encountered him. [Shemadon] said to him: “I
have a partnership with you. However, be careful that you do not enter into
my domain, for if you enter my domain, I will harm you.”

- Gen. Rabbah 36:3

This is the reason for what [the rabbis] of blessed memory said: “It is written: ‘And wine that
gladdens [mn?] [yishamach] the heart of man.’” . . . If one merits, [wine] makes him happy
[innn] [mesamcho]; if one does not merit, it makes him confounded [innWwn] [meshamemo].”®
That is to say, if he merits, he will have a portion of holiness. But if not, a portion of impurity
will enter into him, for Shemadon represents the portion of impurity. Therefore, in a place where
the attribute of judgment has entered—namely death, which has entered man’s portion—
man too enters into its portion and drinks much wine, as in earlier times they would drink
ten cups in the house of mourning.’

Likewise the wicked, who have entered its portion through their wickedness, drink
and become intoxicated in this world. This is the meaning of what the Gemara says, that wine
was created “to comfort mourners and to give good reward to the wicked.”
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Since wine has two parts and one must distinguish between them, therefore anyone
who recites Havdalah specifically over wine at the conclusion of Shabbat and says, “Who
distinguishes between holy and profane,”® thereby acknowledges and declares that he does
not wish to enter that portion of impurity. Rather, he wants to remain only in the portion of
holiness. Thus, the Holy One, Blessed be He, calls him “holy” and makes him a treasure, that
is, something beloved. At every entrance of a holy day as well, we sanctify over wine
specifically in order to subdue the impure klipah.

4 Gen. 9:20.

5 Ps. 104:15.
®Yoma 76b.

7 Ketubot 8b.

8 Pesachim 103b.
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By this we will understand what [the rabbis| of blessed memory said in the first
chapter of Megillah (7b): “Rava said: A person is obligated to become intoxicated [with wine]
on Purim until he [is so intoxicated] that he does not know [how to distinguish] between cursed
is Haman and blessed is Mordecai.” For “blessed” and “cursed” are the very two parts that
exist in wine: a portion of holiness and a portion of impurity. [The portion of holiness] is
called “a Jew who has judgment against him by a gentile,” but in Adar the fortune of the
gentile is weakened, and all the more so on the day of Purim itself, for it is our festival and
the portion of impurity is subdued before us on that day. One who drinks more than is proper
need not fear any evil thing; on the contrary, he will subdue the Sitra Achra (i.e., the side of
evil).
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This is the reason they instituted four cups of wine on the night of Pesach,
corresponding to the four [expressions of] redemption.’ A difficulty is why specifically with
wine? It is brought in the Midrash on the verse, “If a man or woman clearly utters a vow of a
Nazirite”!:

“Do not look at that red wine as it gives its eye [i.e., its color] to the cup.”!!

The Holy One, Blessed be He, warns the nations not to impose a heavy yoke
upon Israel. This is what is written, “Do not look at that red wine.” What is
the meaning of “when it gives its eye to the cup”? In the Masoretic text, it is
written “when it gives its eye to the purse” [0°22] [ba cis] but is pronounced and
generally interpreted as “when it gives its color to the cup” [0132] [ba 'cos]. But as
written, it can also be interpreted that [the nations] set their eyes on the purse of
Israel [i.e., upon our wealth]. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “In the
end, [wine] bites like a snake.”'?

- Num. Rabbah 10:2

? Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:1 (referring to Ex. 6:6-7: “I will free you from the labors of the Egyptians and deliver
you from their bondage. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and through extraordinary chastisements. And |
will take you to be My people™).

10 Num. 6:2.

1 Prov. 23:31.

12 Prov. 23:32.
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This Midrash is puzzling: what is the connection of this warning against the nations
regarding confiscation of Jewish property to wine and to the cup?

Furthermore, what is the significance of the serpent, as it is written, “its end is like a
serpent”?

But according to what we have written, it is well explained, since in wine there are
two partners—there is a good portion and an evil portion. One who becomes intoxicated
drinks more than his share and enters the evil portion. This is exactly analogous to Israel:
when they sin and the Holy One, Blessed be He, delivers them into the hand of the nations,
the nations have no authority over them except partially, since there is also a portion of the
Holy One, Blessed be He, in Israel. The nations should learn from wine not to enter a domain
that is not theirs, for then they will be harmed and the Holy One, Blessed be He, will be
angered against them. Therefore, upon the verse “Do not look at wine,” this warning to the
nations is attached.
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Behold, the Egyptians transgressed this and enslaved them excessively and decreed
upon them four harsh decrees,'’ and the Holy One, Blessed be He, redeemed us from their
hand with four [expressions of] redemption. For all the attributes of the Holy One, Blessed
be He, are measure-for-measure: He carried out upon them four judgments and acts of
vengeance corresponding to the four decrees. Corresponding to the harsh enslavement, He
willed that they empty out Egypt, that they should give them their wages for having enslaved

13 Ex. 1:14 (“They embittered their lives with hard labor”); Ex. 5:7 (“You shall no longer provide the people with
straw for making bricks as heretofore; let them go and gather straw for themselves”); Ex. 1:16 (“When you deliver
the Hebrew women, . . . if it is a boy, kill him”); Ex. 1:22 (“Then Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, ‘Every boy
that is born you shall throw into the Nile’ ™).



them excessively. Corresponding to the other sins in which they exploited Israel, He brought
upon them the plagues measure-for-measure, as is stated in the Midrash (Tanchuma, Parashat
Bo 4), and see there.

Corresponding to the schemes they made to diminish Israel, as it is written, “Let us
act cunningly with them, so that they may not increase,”!* and “if it is a boy, kill him,”!> or
as Rashi explains, they acted cunningly against the Savior of Israel, i.e., against G-d, and
among the nations, a thought is considered like an action. Thus, He brought upon them the
plague of the firstborn. Corresponding to “every son that is born you shall cast into the
Nile,”'® therefore “horse and rider He cast into the sea.”!’

In order to commemorate this miracle, the Sages instituted on the night of Pesach
four cups of wine, in order to seek vengeance from our enemies who enslave us excessively.
This is what we say, “Pour out Your wrath upon the nations that do not know You,”!® in order
to give thanks to the Holy One, Blessed be He, that even when we sin, He has a portion with
us and “may we never be abandoned or forsaken.”"”
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In this manner, the verses of Proverbs will be understood:

For they cannot sleep unless they have done evil; unless they make
someone fall they are robbed of sleep. They eat the bread of wickedness and drink
the wine of lawlessness. The path of the righteous is like radiant sunlight, ever
brightening until noon. The way of the wicked is all darkness; they do not know
what will make them stumble.

- Prov. 7:16-19
Without elaborating on the necessary grammatical details, we say in Bava Metzia, chapter 7:

Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Shimon encountered a certain officer who
was seizing thieves, etc. . . . He said to him: “Come, I will teach you how to act.
Enter the tavern at the fourth hour; when you see a man who is drinking wine
and holding a cup in his hand and dozing, inquire about him. If he is a Torah
scholar, he rose early to his learning. . . . If not, he is a thief—seize him.”

- Bava Metzia 83b

4 Ex. 1:10.

S Ex. 1:16.

16 Ex. 1:22.

7Ex. 15:1.

18 Pesach Haggadah, Barech.
19T Kings 8:57.
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Therefore, the verse says that thieves cannot sleep unless they have done evil, for all
night they rob and plunder, and when the time of the morning meal arrives, namely the fourth
hour. If they hold a cup in their hand—that is, “They eat the bread of wickedness and drink
the wine of lawlessness.”

Then if they sleep: if he is a Torah scholar, he rose early to his learning and “the path
of the righteous is like radiant sunlight, ever brightening until noon.”

That is, for a Torah scholar, being dozy at the fourth hour is a sign of blessing, because it
implies he was awake since dawn (the “radiant sunlight”’) engaged in his portion of holiness, Torah
learning. For the thief, however, it is a sign of lawlessness, as he was awake all night in the portion
of impurity.

But “the way of the wicked” is that now they sleep, as people act in darkness, that is,
at night they will be seized by the authorities, and they do not know at what they will stumble.
For they never considered that people would recognize them. Since they entered a domain
that is not theirs to steal and to rob, so too the impurity that is in wine steals their lives from
the world.



