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Chapter XXVII: Tazria (Lev. 12:1-13:59)

Essay 11. The oath not to take a reward
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The Haftorah relates that after being healed of the skin disease #zara 'at, the Aramean army
commander, Naaman, wanted to reward the prophet Elisha. A verse states: “But he replied, ‘As
the L-rd lives, whom I serve, I will not accept anything;’ he pressed him to accept, but he
refused” (II Kings 5:16). It is difficult how it would enter the mind of Naaman that Elisha
would break his oath, G-d forbid, and why he pursued him after he saw that he swore thus.
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It says in the third chapter of tractate Nedarim:

The Sages dissolved four [types of] vows [without the requirement of a
request to a halachic authority]: Vows of exhortation, vows of exaggeration, vows
that are unintentional, and vows [whose fulfillment is impeded by] circumstances
beyond one’s control. [Regarding] vows of exhortation, how is this [formulated]?
One was selling an item and said: I will not lower [the price] for you [to less]
than a sela, as that is forbidden, as if [it were] an offering [for me]. And the
other one, [the buyer,] says: I will not raise [my payment] to you to more than a
shekel, as that is forbidden [for me].

Both want [to complete the deal] at three dinars [and they did not intend
to vow but only exaggerated for purposes of bargaining].

Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: Similarly, one who wants to take a vow
[regarding] another, that he should eat with him . . .

- Mishnah Nedarim 3:1

’ English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays available at https://zstorah.com
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Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura' explained, that the seller only vowed to hasten the buyer,
and similarly the buyer only vowed to hasten the seller, and they didn’t make vows with full
hearts and with vows with the desire that their “mouths and hearts are equal,”” and similarly
on who wants another to eat with him, and he urges him to do so and makes a vow with
regard to him, this vow is included in the category of vows of exhortation.
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It’s known that expressions of oaths and vows are the same with regard to this law,
and therefore Naaman was not afraid of this oath that Elisha made, because he thought these
were vows of exhortation and that if Elisha wanted, he could still accept a reward, and because
of this, “he pressed him to accept,” but nevertheless, Elisha didn’t want to accept, and this is
why the verse said, “he refused.”

! Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura (c. 1445—c. 1515), Italian rabbi.
2 Mishnah Terumot 3:8.



