Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter XXVIII: Metzora (Lev. 14:1-15:33)

Essay 6. Collecting a sinner’s debt
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The 10™ chapter of tractate Pesachim:

Rav Chisda said: What is that which is written: “Give thanks to the L-rd for
He is good” (Ps. 136:1)? [It means] give thanks to the One Who collects the debt
[i.e., the punishment for a person’s sins and wickedness], in [accordance with] his
goodness. [He punishes] a wealthy [person by taking] his ox, and [He punishes] a
poor [person by taking] his sheep. [He punishes the] orphan by [taking away] his
egg, [and He punishes the] widow by [taking] her chicken. [G-d punishes each
person based on his ability to endure deprivation, and He does not punish people
with more than they can handle.]

- Pesachim 118a

Rashi explains “his goodness” wants to say by the goodness that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, has given to him, etc., and see there.
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A difficulty is that even if He did not collect the money from him, but instead collects
from his body via serious injury—may it not happen, or even collects from him by his death,
nevertheless this is called the goodness of the Holy One, Blessed be He, for He gives life and
complete healing to all flesh. It seems that it would be more appropriate to say, “Give thanks
to He Who collects the debt of man in His goodness, which is by the goodness with which He
influences him.” We have no proof to say that [the Gemara] is specifically speaking of money.
How did Rav Chisda know this?
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It can be said that man has three good things in this world: life, and health of the
body, and money. Life is the most important of all, and money is the most inferior of all. But
all of this thinking is according to human beings, although with regard to the Holy One,
Blessed be He, all of the good things are equal, because everything was created by His word,
and He did not spend more time in the creation of one more than the other. Between life and
money and health, they are equal before Him. This is similar to one painter, who will draw
several figures, each different from the next one, and he will sell them each according to their
value. That is, he will think about each one how much more he spent on it in paint expenses
than the next one, and how much time he spent on it more than the other, and according to
this value, the buyer will pay the appropriate value. But if they are all equal, that he spent as
much time and paint on one as on the other, the seller cannot rightfully charge more for one
than the other.
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Here, the man who sins is considered as if he is a damager of another’s property, and
we hold that [a court] appraises land of superior quality for payment to injured [parties].'
Le., if someone causes $5,000 harm to another, the court would award the injured party $5,000
worth of property from the damager’s best land, rather than $5,000 worth of property from the
damager’s other land. If so, when talking about a sinner, he should die in order to erase his sins,
for his life is his most precious possession, and we specifically hold as Rabbi Akiva, that we
appraise [the value of the land] of the one who caused damage [and have him pay with his fields
of superior quality].2

With all this, the Holy One, Blessed be He, for our good is concerned with the opinion
of Rabbi Yishmael, who says that instead of appraising the property of the one who caused the
damage, that we appraise the one who was damaged. Concerning the Holy One, Blessed be
He, everything is the same and everything is called “the best.” L.e., it didn’t take G-d any more
effort to give a person life than to give him good health or money. So instead of saying that a sinner

! Mishnah Gittin 5:1; Gittin 48b.
2 Gittin 49a.



should die in order to erase his sins, because his life is his most precious possession, we say that
from G-d’s point of view, the person’s life, health, and money are equal in value. Thus, G-d is
often satisfied to take a person’s money as compensation for a sin. Because of this, we give thanks
to the One Who collects the debt [i.e., the punishment for a person’s sins and wickedness], in
[accordance with] his goodness, in the goodness that He gives to him, for concerning Him,
everything is called the best.

Of course, as noted earlier, there are some where G-d decides that He must impact a
person’s health or even his life, but this is also a case where He is taking from the goodness that
he previously bestowed upon an individual.



