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Chapter XXX: Kedoshim (Lev. 19:1-20:27)

Essay 6. Death between age 50 and 60
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Moed Katan, chapter 3:

[If one] dies when [he is] 50 years [old], this is death through karet [death
imposed by Heaven for serious transgressions]. [If he dies when he is] 52 years
[old], this is the death of Samuel from Ramabh. [If he dies at the age of] 60, this
is death at the hand of Heaven.

... Rava said: [Even death] from 50 to 60 years is death by karet. But all of
these years were not [explicitly] counted [as karet] due to the honor of Samuel from
Ramah [who died at 52].

- Moed Katan 28a
If the Tanna is of the opinion that from 50 until 60 is a death of karet, as Rava
concludes there, a difficulty is what is it coming to teach us that one who dies at 52 years has
a death of Samuel, the prophet from Ramah. As for Samuel himself, how could he die in the
years of karet, when he was not a sinner? As for the other people who also die at age 52, if this
is the years of karet, what is the praise that their death will be like that of Samuel from
Ramah?
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It can be said that certainly the reason that the verse says “the days of our lives are 70
years,”! is that subtracting the first 20 years for which one is not punished, leaves 50 years.

’ English translation: Copyright © 2024 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https://zstorah.com
'Ps. 90:10.




This is as the Maharsha explained there, Shabbat 89b, that the first 20 are the days of youth,
during which a man does not generally make a correction for his soul.

However, for Samuel, after his mother weaned him, she brought him to the House of
G-d? in order that even in the days of his youth, he would perform correction for his soul,
and he would be separate and different from other people. If so, the days of his youth, after
the 2 years during which he was weaned, are taken into account, that his 50 years are like 70
for others. For the main part of a person’s life is the 50 years in which one corrects his soul.
This is as the Kabbalists wrote that after the days of youth, there are 50 years to amend the
five aspects of the soul: nefesh, ruach, neshama, chaya, and yechida, and each of those accounts
for 10 years, which is thus totaling 50 years.

Because of this, when she took him to the Temple, his mother requested only that, “he
must remain there forever.”® If so, 52 years are 2 years of being weaned, and 50 years in
which he sat in the House of G-d. Thus, he had corrected his soul by age 52, whereas others don’t
correct their souls until age 70. Thus, even though he died between 50 and 60, it isn’t considered
that he died in the years of karet, because he was able to correct his soul 18 years earlier than
most people.

Therefore, the Tanna states that one who dies at 52 years is a sign that he already
repaired what was necessary to correct, even in the days of youth, and they are for him like
the years of those who live to be 70. Thus, it is not a sign of karet that they die at 52, and it is
not a sign of karet since he died especially at 52 years.
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Incidentally, our eyes are illuminated by what my master, my father, may he be
remembered for life in the World-to-Come, asked about the Jerusalem Talmud. For it is said
on the verse, “More than all that you guard, guard your mind, for it is the source [NiX¥in]
[totzaot] of life,”* “from everything that I said to you, beware, for you don’t know from which
commandment you derive your life.””

30371 ,10) 190 APNR TP AR PRY MK TR) .00 MK T2V 102 MY mgn 22 X971 9" X Aypm)
PI0DT DY AWR TIVY .0om MIDMIX 110 1 NiXng DY i MPpaw nPR) NIMMGaY 7730 23027 PRY 110N
S'on piRgin" 1w

[My father] of blessed memory asked rhetorically, “Doesn’t each and every mitzvah
give the gift of long life?” How is [the Jerusalem Talmud] saying that we don’t know from

21 Sam. 1:24.

31 Sam. 1:22.

4 Prov. 4:23.

5 Jerusalem Talmud Peah 1:1.



which mitzvah life will come?® Also, it is said that the verse equates the most difficult
commandment, honoring one’s parents’ with the easiest one, sending a mother bird away from
her nest,® teaching that all of the mitzvot have a reward of long days.’ Another difficulty on
the verse is what is this language “the source of life”?
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This is solved by what [the rabbis] of blessed memory said on the verse, “the L-rd G-d
provides an escape [NXX1N] [fotzaot] from death,”'? that “903 types of death were revealed in
the world, according to the Gematria count of the word n"wxwn.”!! If so, by guarding all of
the commandments, the man will be saved from all of these types of death, because every
type of death is directed to some sin. For one who violates it will be punished by some type
of death, and conversely, if one will not violate the sin, or if he will uphold the positive
commandment that is directed and that is a merit to save from that type of death, he will be
saved from it. But since we don’t know the types of death associated with the particular
mitzvot with detail, and also because man doesn’t know the death decreed upon him, because
of this the Jerusalem Talmud says that since the verse said “the source of life,” for which the
meaning is that every type of death is imposed because of the failure in the observance of the
mitzvah, now it is necessary to be careful of all of them. For if a man would know the type of
death that is imposed upon him, and also if he would know which commandment is a merit
to save from that type of death, it would be enough for him to observe that commandment.
Now, that he does not know this type of death decreed upon him or that mitzvah that would save
him from that death, he needs to observe all of the [mitzvot].
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6 Jerusalem Talmud Peah 1:1.

7Ex. 20:12.

8 Deut. 22:6-7.

° Jerusalem Talmud Peah 1:1; Midrash Rabbah Deut. 6:2.

10 Ps. 68:21. The word mx¥InN could mean “source,” as in Prov. 4:23 cited above, or “escape,” as in Ps. 68:21.
1 Berachot 8a.



