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Chapter XXXI: Emor (Lev. 21:1-24:23)

Essay 6. The judgment of all creatures on Rosh Hashana
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The Gemara of Rosh Hashana (page 18a) states: “[The Mishna teaches that] on Rosh
Hashana, all creatures pass before Him like bnei maron.' [The Gemara asks:] What is bnei
maron? Here [in Babylonia] they interpreted it [to mean]: Like a flock of sheep [kivnei imarna].
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Like the ascent of Beit-Choron.” Rav Yehuda said that
Shmuel said: Like the soldiers of the house of [King] David.” This requires investigation:
About what do they disagree? If they all acknowledge that all creatures pass before Him single
file, what use is the parable of Beit-Choron to me, and what use is the parable of a flock of
sheep to me? Thus, it seems likely that these interpretations mean different things.
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It can be said that the disagreement depends on the dispute found in the Gemara of
Rosh Hashana on page 16a. Rabbi Meir is of the opinion that everything is judged on Rosh
Hashana and their sentence is sealed on Yom Kippur. Rabbi Yehuda says: All are judged on
Rosh Hashana, and their sentence is sealed each in its own time. Rabbi Yossi says: A person
is judged every day, as it says, “You visit him every morning” (Job 7:18).

* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein.

I Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:2; Rosh Hashana 16a.

2 The ascent of Beit-Choron is mentioned in the Bible, e.g. Joshua 10:10. The current Vilna edition and most
previous editions and manuscripts of the Gemara read “Beit Maron,” but the Munich codex hebr. 140 reads “Beit
Choron.”
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What is this interpretation “like a flock of sheep”? Perhaps this is explained as Rabbi
Meir, that everyone is judged on Rosh Hashana and their sentence is sealed on Yom Kippur,
similar to the tithe of sheep by which they count one, two, three, and after the tenth is a tithe.
So too, thus on Yom Kippur, which is the tenth [day of the Ten Days of Repentance, the
person’s sentence] is sealed.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish, who said, like the ascent of Beit Choron, regarding which
Rashi explained that the path is narrow and two [people] are not able to walk side by side.
Perhaps this is explained as Rabbi Yehuda, that the sentence is sealed each in its own time,
similar to the path that today one man needs to cross there, and tomorrow a different man
will cross the path, and the entire world doesn’t cross the path there on one day.
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For Shmuel, who says like the soldiers of the house of [King] David, perhaps this is
explained as Rabbi Yossi, that a man is judged every day, similar to soldiers who every day
cross to their watches, each to his place, and if one man of those is missing, [G-d] knows the
missing that “cannot be made good” (Eccl. 1:15).
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