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Chapter XXXIII: Bechukotai (Lev. 26:3–27:34) 
 
Essay 4. Jacob took a vav from Elijah’s name five times 
 

חֲמִשָּׁה מְקוֹמוֹת, לְפִי שֶׁיַּעֲקֹב  בְּ חֲמִשָּׁה מְקוֹמוֹת נִכְתָּב מָלֵא וְאֵלִיָּהוּ חָסֵר  בְּ "וְזָכַרְתִּי אֶת־בְּרִיתִי יַעֲקוֹב", פֵּירֵשׁ רַשִׁ"י    פָּסוּק

   נָטַל אוֹת אַחַת מִשְּׁמוֹ שֶׁל אֵלִיָּהוּ עֵרָבוֹן שֶׁיָּבאֹ וִיבַשֵּׂר גְּאוּלַּת בָּנָיו עכ"ל. 
  

There is a verse: “Then will I remember My covenant with Jacob” (Lev. 26:42), in 
which “Jacob,” normally spelled יַעֲקֹב, is spelled in plene scriptum (fully): יַעֲקוֹב, with a vav. Rashi 
explains, “In five places in Scripture it is written fully,1 and the name Elijah [ּאֵלִיָּהו] is written 
deficiently in five places, as אֵלִיָּה, missing the usual vav,2 because Jacob took one letter from 
the name of Elijah as a pledge that [the prophet] should come and proclaim the good tidings 
of [Jacob’s] descendants’ redemption.” 

  
לְיַעֲקֹב עַל זאֹת הַבְּשׂוֹרָה, וּמַה יוְצָרִי עִיּוּן מַהוּ הָעִנְיָן הַזֶּה שֶׁל נְטִילַת אוֹת זוֹ, וְלָמָּה דַּוְקָא חֲמִשָּׁה פְּעָמִים, וּמָה אִ  כְפַּת לוֹ 

 ה. לָּה בְּלאֹ הַבְּשׂוֹרָה אוֹ עִם הַבְּשׂוֹרָ וּהֶפרֵשׁ יֵשׁ אִם תָּבאֹ הַגְּא
 
It requires investigation what this matter is, taking this letter, and why particularly 

five times, and what difference does it make to Jacob on this “good tidings,” and what 
difference is there if the redemption will come without good tidings or with good tidings. 

 
שְׂרָאֵל עוֹשִׂים תְּשׁוּבָה אֵינָם נִגְאָלִים,  וְיֵשׁ לוֹמַר דְּאִיתָא בַּיַּלְקוּט עַל פָּסוּק "הִנֵּה אָנֹכִי שֹׁלֵחַ לָכֶם אֵת אֵלִיָּה הַנָּבִיא", אִם אֵין יִ 

 אֵלִיָּהוּ שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר "הִנֵּה אָנֹכִי שֹׁלֵחַ" וְכוּ' מַה כְּתִיב אַחֲרָיו "וְהֵשִׁיב לֵב־אָבוֹת עַל־בָּנִים" עכ"ל.שֶׁיָּבאֹ וְאֵין עוֹשִׂים תְּשׁוּבָה עַד 
 
It can be said that it’s brought in the Yalkut Shimoni on Malachi, remez 595 on the 

verse, “Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before the coming of the awesome, fearful day 
of the L-rd” (Malachi 3:23), that if Israel does not repent, they will not be redeemed. But they 
won’t repent until Elijah comes, for it is said, “Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before” 
etc. Also, what is written afterward concerning Elijah: “he shall reconcile parents with 
children and children with their parents, so that, when I come, I do not strike the whole land with 
utter destruction” (Malachi 3:24)? 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. 
1 Jacob is spelled with a vav in Lev. 26:42 and in four places in Jeremiah: 30:18, 33:26, 46:27, and 51:19. 
2 Elijah is spelled without a vav in Malachi 3:23, and in four places in II Kings: 1:3, 1:4, 1:8, 1:12. 
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וִיבַשֶּׂרָם   דְּדַוְקָא כְּשֶׁיָּבאֹ אֵלִיָּהוּ  נָמֵי    לָּהוּשֶׁהַגְּאדִּשְׁמַע מִינָהּ  יִתְעוֹרְרוּ  בְּקִרְבָּם וּמֵחֲמַת שִׂמְחָה זוֹ  קְרֹבָה לָבאֹ אָז "יָגֵל לִבָּם" 
בָה אֲבָל בְּלאֹ זֶה אִי אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁיִּתְעוֹרֵר לִבָּם עַל הַתְּשׁוּ.  וַיֹּשִׁיבֵםלַעֲשׂוֹת תְּשׁוּבָה מֵאַהֲבָה, וּמִכָּל שֶׁכֵּן שֶׁאֵלִיָּהוּ נָמֵי יְדַבֵּר עַל לִבָּם  

כִי יַעֲקֹב נָטַל מַשׁכּוֹן מֵאֵלִיָּהוּ כְּדֵי שֶׁיָּבאֹ וִיבַשֵּׂר לְיִשְׂרָאֵל וְיָשִׁיב "לֵב־אָבוֹת עַל־. וּמִשּׁוּם הָ לָּהוּהַגְּאוּבְלאֹ תְּשׁוּבָה לאֹ תָּבאֹ  
 .לִבָּם לִתְשׁוּבָהשֶׁיְּעוֹרֵר נוּ יבָּנִים" דְּהַיְ 

 
We hear from here precisely that when Elijah will come and will give them good 

tidings that the redemption is soon to come, then “their hearts will exalt” (Zech. 10:7) within 
them. Because of this joy, they will also awaken to repent out of love of G-d, and similarly 
Elijah will speak to their hearts and turn them in repentance. But without this, it will be 
impossible that their hearts will be awakened to repentance; and without repentance, the 
redemption will not come. Because of this, Jacob took a pledge from Elijah in order that he 
will come and bring good tidings to Israel, and he will “reconcile parents with children,” 
which is that he will awaken their hearts to repentance. 

  
ת שֵׁם הַמְּיוּחָד, וּבִפְרָט  הַוָא"ו הָיִינוּ לְפִי שֶׁיָּדוּעַ שֶׁבִּשְׁבִיל עֲוֹנוֹת יִשְׂרָאֵל בְּעֲוֹנוֹתֵינוּ הָרַבִּים גָּרְמוּ פֵירוּד בְּאוֹתִיּוֹוְהַאי דְּנָקֵט אוֹת  

שָׁה  .  שֻׁלְּחָה אִמְּכֶם"  בָּאוֹתִיּוֹת הָאַחֲרוֹנוֹת שֶׁנִּתְרַחֲקָה הַהֵ"א מִן הַוָא"ו, וְהָיִינוּ דִּכְתִיב "וּבְפִשְׁעֵיכֶם וּבִשְׁמוֹ שֶׁל אֵלִיָּהוּ יֵשׁ שְׁ
כַּ  פְּעָמִים  חֲמִשָּׁה  לְמַשׁכּוֹן  הַוָא"ו  מִמֶּנּוּ  נָטַל  יַעֲקֹב  וְלַכָּ  הָאַחֲרוֹנָה,  הֵ"א  וַחֲסֵרָה  הַשֵּׁם  הַהֵ"אאוֹתִיּוֹת  יְדֵי  ,  מִּסְפָּר  שֶׁעַל  כְּדֵי 

תַּ  וְהַתְּשׁוּבָה  אוֹת  וֹחְזהַבְּשׂוֹרָה  בְּלִי  הַשֵּׁם  אוֹתִיּוֹת  שָׁה  שְׁ אֵלִיָּהוּ  שֶׁל  בִּשְׁמוֹ  נִרְאֶה  יִהְיֶה  וְלאֹ  הַוָא"ו  עִם  לְהִתְיַחֵד  הַהֵ"א  ר 
  חוּק הַהֵ"א מֵהַוָא"ו. ינוּ רִ יהָאַחֲרוֹנָה דְּהַיְ 

 
That he took the letter vav from Elijah is because it is known that because of the sins 

of Israel, among our many sins, we caused a separation in the letters of the Particular Name, 
i.e., the Tetragrammaton, and particularly in the final letters, which distanced the heh from 
the vav. This is as it is written, “because of your crimes, your mother was sent away” (Isaiah 
50:1). Within the name of Elijah there are the first three of the four letters of [G-d’s] name, 
i.e., the Tetragrammaton, with the final heh being missing, and therefore Jacob took from him 
the vav as a pledge five times, according to the value of the Gematria of the heh. This was done 
in order that upon the good tidings and the repentance, the heh will return to be unified with 
the vav and no longer will we see in the name of Elijah three letters of [G-d’s] name without 
the final letter, which [results in] distancing the heh from the vav. 

 
מְייוְאַף עַל פִּי שֶׁעֲדַיִ  ,  בְּזֶה אֵין קְפִידָא כָּל כָּ  עִם חֲצִי הָאַחֲרוֹן,  חָדוּ ן יֵשׁ חֲצִי הַשֵּׁם לְבַד לְפִי שֶׁנִּרְאֶה שֶׁחֲצִי הָרִאשׁוֹן אֵינוֹ 

חֵד בְּהַכְרָתַת זַרְעוֹ שֶׁל עֲמָלֵק בִּמְהֵרָה בְּיָמֵינוּ  יוְיִשְׁתַּלֵּם וְיִתְיַ   .הוֹאִיל שֶׁאַף קוֹדֵם מַתָּן תּוֹרָה אָמַר הַכָּתוּב "כִּי־יָד עַל־כֵּס יָהּ" וְכוּ'
 .אָמֵן

 
Nevertheless, even though this presentation of Elijah’s name as אֵלִיָּה still [leaves] half of 

the Name of G-d alone, because it appears that the first half of G-d’s name, the yud and heh, is 
still present within that spelling of Elijah’s name, such that the first half of G-d’s name is not 
united with the second half, the vav and heh, there is no such strictness in avoiding this. For 
even before the giving of the Torah, the Scripture said: “For [His] hand is upon the throne of 
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G-d” (Ex. 17:16), using the two-lettered name of G-d, i.e., the first half of the Tetragrammaton, 
the yud and heh. Thus, we see that the two-lettered name of G-d can stand alone without causing 
harm. The rest of Ex. 17:16 verse reads, “G-d” [using the full Tetragrammaton] “will be at war 
with Amalek throughout the ages!” We will see that [the Name of G-d] will be completed and 
unified in the eradication of the seed of Amalek, as a precursor to the redemption and the 
rebuilding of the Temple,3 soon and in our days, Amen.4 

  
חֲמִשָּׁה יְמֵי הַשָּׁבוּעַ יָכוֹל לָבאֹ אֲבָל לאֹ בְּיוֹם שִׁשִּׁי וּבְיוֹם  ז שֶׁבְּ וֹ וְעוֹד יֵשׁ לוֹמַר שֶׁיַּעֲקֹב לָקַח הַוָא"ו מֵאֵלֶיהָ חֲמִשָּׁה פְּעָמִים לִרְמ

 .דֶשׁ כִּדְאָמְרִינַן בְּפֶרֶק ד' דְּעֵירוּבִין ועיי"שוֹשַׁבָּת ק
 
Further, it can be said that Jacob took the vav from [the name of Elijah] five times to 

hint that there are five days of the week in which he can come, but not on Friday or on the 
holy Sabbath, as it says in the fourth chapter of tractate Eruvin (page 43b), and see there. 

 
 

* * * 

 
3 Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 1:2, “The appointment of the king comes before the war with Amalek, 

as it says, ‘G-d has sent me to anoint you king . . . Now, go and smite Amalek’ (I Sam. 15:1-3). The eradication of 
Amalek precedes the construction of the Temple, as it says, ‘and it was so, when the king was settled in his home, and 
G-d allowed him respite from his enemies all around. And the king said to Nathan, the Prophet, ‶I am living in a house 
of cedar. . . ’ ″ (II Sam. 7:1-2).” 

4 Rashi comments on Ex. 17:16: “The hand of the Holy One, blessed be He, is raised to swear by His throne that 
He will have war and enmity against Amalek to all eternity. And what is the force of כס [the deficient spelling of 
‘throne’] — why does it not say as usual כסא? And the Divine Name, also, is divided into half [using only the first half 
of the Tetragrammaton]! The Holy One, blessed be He, swears that His Name will not be perfect nor His throne perfect 
until the name of Amalek be entirely blotted out. But when his name is blotted out then will His [G-d’s] Name be 
perfect and His throne perfect, as it is said, ‘The enemy is come to an end, he whose swords were forever’ (Ps. 9:7) . . . 
The verse in the Psalm continues: ‘and thou didst uproot enemies, their very memorial is perished.’ What does it say 
immediately after this? ‘But the L-rd’ [using the Tetragrammaton] ‘shall now remain forever’ (Ps. 9:8) — you see that 
the Name will be perfect [after Amalek is entirely rooted out as is mentioned in Ps. 9:7]. ‘He establishes his throne’ 
[using the full spelling כסאו] ‘in righteousness’ — so you see that His throne will then be perfect.” See also Midrash 
Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 11. 


