Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter XLI: Pinchas (Num. 25:10-30:1)

Essay 3. The shame of Zur

Chapter 25 describes that the Israelite men were consorting with Moabite women, who
then invited the men to the sacrifices to the Moabite god. The men partook of these sacrifices and
worshipped the Moabite god! In one especially brazen incident, an Israelite man, Zimri, brought a
prominent Midianite woman, Cozbi, to the Israelite camp, consorting with her and causing a plague
that left 24,000 Israelites dead. Pinchas, acting as a zealot when everyone else was too shocked to
act, killed Zimri and Cozbi, stopping the plague. G-d told the Israelites to treat the Midianites as
enemies and kill them.

Sy WD RIT NORT "0 OX LAYR WY iRIn Lina poab iavya 1973 My b "y W "niny WINS'
KDY 22X K771 INPIT3 3T 201077 1907 NI 27 AR RNPWAT ,UOOW IRIN 2IN2T OR NEYR 1,073
IR KPR WY PR 12 NORT TR RIVTN YOI NI N0 19780 2 10702 0727 UKD R PIIRY

“The name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi, daughter of Zur; he was
the head of the people of an ancestral house in Midian” (Num. 25:15).

After the battle, described in Numbers 31, Scripture notes: “Along with their other victims,
they slew the kings of Midian: Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the five kings of
Midian . ..” (Num. 31:8).

Rashi explained on Num. 25:15: “[Zur] was one of the five kings of Midian: ‘Evi, and
Rekem, and Zur, etc.” (Num. 31:8). He, however, was the most important of all of them, as it is
said, ‘the head of the people,” but because he made himself despicable by abandoning his
daughter [i.c., allowing her to use her body to seduce an Israelite to idolatry],! it enumerates him
[not first in Num. 31:8, but only] third.” A question is: If he was truly head of all of them, what
difference does it make if Scripture enumerates him third in Num. 31:8? Granted, if Scripture
had said that the Midianites brought him down from his greatness, we would be content with
him being listed third. But we don’t have such a statement, and now that he is still head of all in
Midian, what is [his] deficit that the Scripture numbers him third? To the contrary, the truth
is not so, for he is not third, but first, as stated in Num. 25:15.

’ English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. More essays are at https://www.zstorah.com
!'Not only did he encourage the other Midianite women to engage in sexual immorality for the purpose of seducing
the Israelites to idolatry, but he even allowed his own daughter, a princess of Midian, to behave in this manner.
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It can be said that because of three things, a man merits the kingship: either because
he comes from a family of kings that is worthy of great honor, or because the wisdom he has
that he is worthy to rule, or because of the greatness of his wealth. This is as we find with
Ahasuerus, as it says in the first chapter of tractate Megillah (11a), that “some say that to his
disgrace, that he was not fit to be king, but he gave large amounts of money [to influence people],
and [in that way] rose [to the throne].” One who becomes head because of money and not
because of the honor of the family and not because of the wisdom, this is the most inferior of
all the three [things] that we have said. From the beginning, [Zur] was head of the people
because of all three things, in that he had the honor of family, the honor of wisdom, and the
honor of wealth, but when he abandoned his daughter, i.e., allowing her to use her body to
seduce an Israelite to idolatry, he lost the honor and the wisdom, and he remained head of his
ancestral house only because of the third inferior reason, which is the wealth, and to hint at
this, he is specifically enumerated third in Num. 31:8.

% %k ok



