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Chapter XLI: Pinchas (Num. 25:10-30:1)

Essay 6. Rejoicing and Exulting in G-d is not limited to prayer and learning
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There is a Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 876 on the verse, “This is the day that the L-rd has
made; let us exult and rejoice vo [12] [which could mean ‘in it,” or ‘in Him’]” (Ps. 118:24). Rabbi
Avin said, “We didn’t know in what to rejoice: perhaps it meant to exult and rejoice in the day,
or perhaps it meant to exult and rejoice in the Holy One, Blessed be He. Solomon came and
explained, ‘Let us exult and rejoice in You’ (Song of Songs 1:4), in You, [meaning] in Your
salvation; in You, [meaning] in the fear of You; in You, [meaning] in Your Torah.” Rabbi
Yitzchak said, “In You (72) (bach), in the 22 (2"D) letters of the Hebrew alphabet, by which You
wrote the Torah for us. That is, in the word bach (in You) (72), the letter bet [represents] the
Gematria of two, and the letter caf [represents] the Gematria of twenty, this is bach (72) (“in
You”), having a total Gematria of 22, which corresponds to the number of letters of the Hebrew
alphabet.” 12
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It is difficult to understand the doubt that was born within [Rabbi Avin] from this
verse. Even without this verse, wouldn’t we have a doubt, because of two verses that are
written: “a gathering for the L-rd, your G-d” (Deut. 16:8) and “a gathering there shall be for

* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. More essays are at https://www.zstorah.com

! This is according to the standard mispar hechrachi Gematria method, in which the standard and final form of
the caf each have the same value of 20.

2 Our version of Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 876 does not include the explanation after “the 22 letters by which You
wrote the Torah.” That is found in Song of Songs Rabbah 1:4:9.
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you” (Num. 29:35)?° Are we to gather for the L-rd, which would imply spending the day in prayer
and learning Torah, or are we to gather for ourselves, which would imply spending the day
enjoying good food and the company of relatives and friends? You must necessarily need to solve
this as it is written at the beginning of the second chapter of tractate Yom Tov, i.e., tractate
Beitzah:* “Rabbi Eliezer holds [that these two verses should be understood as offering a choice:
The day is to be] either entirely for G-d or entirely for you. And Rabbi Yehoshua holds [that it
is possible to fulfill both verses]: Split [the day into two], half of it for G-d and half of it for
you.” Le., part of the day should be spent in prayer and learning Torah, but part of the day should
also be spent in enjoying good food and company. Indeed, in this verse we are considering,
Ps. 118:24, it is possible to solve thus, for since from the plain meaning of the verse it’s not
proven “if in the day,” or “if in the Holy One.” If so, “they are of equal [validity], let both of
them come [and be derived from the verse], as which of them would you exclude?”° It’s either
according to the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer or according to the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua,
and which is the correct one is uncertain to [Rabbi Avin].
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Even after [the Midrash on Ps. 118:24] solved, “In Your salvation, in the fear of You,
in Your Torah,” for which the meaning is that the entire rejoicing needs to be in the Holy One,
Blessed be He, there remains a question between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua on Num.
29:35 versus Deut. 16:8, and also on the verse Num. 29:35 itself. That is, the Midrash says that
Solomon’s verse, “Let us exult and rejoice in You” (Song of Songs 1:4), was meant as an answer
to our question on Ps. 118:24; it doesn’t say that Solomon’s verse in Song of Songs was an answer
to the dispute between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua regarding the verses “a gathering there
shall be for you” (Num. 29:35) and “a gathering for the L-rd, your G-d” (Deut. 16:8). Also, on the
verse Num. 29:35 itself, there is still a question why it is written “a gathering there shall be for
you,” which has the meaning both “for you,” either “for you entirely,” or “half of it for G-d
and half for you.” That is, if the law was meant to be that the entire rejoicing is for G-d, then why
does Num. 29:35 add “for you”? One Sage, Rabbi Eliezer, rules in accordance with what he
holds, i.e., either entirely for G-d or entirely for you, and one Sage, Rabbi Yehoshua, rules in
accordance with what he holds, i.e., half of it for G-d and half of it for you.’

3 Both verses refer to the holiday of Shemini Atzeret, which follows the day after the end of Sukkot.

4The second chapter of tractate Beitzah is also called Yom Tov, so it’s uncertain if the text means to give the name
of the second chapter or the nickname of the tractate.

3 Beitzah 15b. This quotation also appears in Pesachim 68b.

¢ Bava Kamma 3a.

7 This formulation “One sage in accordance with what he holds, and one sage in accordance with what he holds,”
appears in several places in the Talmud: Yoma 6a; Sukkah 32b; Sotah 15a; Sanhedrin 90a; and Arakhin 17b.
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Focusing once again on Ps. 118:24, it can be said, that indeed, if the final word, “vo” [“in
it” or “in Him”], had not been written, but rather only, “This is the day that the L-rd has
made; let us exult and rejoice,” and nothing more, it would be fine to be able to explain “exult
and rejoice” as in Beitzah, i.e., either like Rabbi Eliezer or like Rabbi Yehoshua. But the doubt
of Rabbi Avin regarding Ps. 118:24 is because it is written “vo.” This appears to be an extra
word, and Rabbi Avin considers that the meaning is restrictive, that it means “in Him” and not
“in another.”
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The solution is that Solomon came and interpreted, etc., as if to say, that this word vo
[“in it” or ”in Him”] is not to restrict, i.e., not to mean “in Him” as opposed to “in another god,”
but rather to hint that everything should be done with the fear of the One True G-d, that even
eating and an action of benefit to the body should be done with the fear of Him. For even
when one eats to benefit his body, but he does so for the sake of Heaven, he is called “attached
to the Holy One, Blessed be He.” If so, regarding this verse from Song of Songs of “Let us exult
and rejoice in You,” we have no compulsion to say that it wanted to say specifically in the
Holy One, Blessed be He, and that it did not want to say, “in eating and drinking.” So perhaps
it could be interpreted as “Let us exult and rejoice in the day, through eating and drinking, as long
as we have the fear of G-d, by which we will also be exulting and rejoicing in You.” Rather, the
meaning is also, in You, i.e., in the fear of You; just as the meaning is also, in You, i.e., in Your
Torah, and therefore Rabbi Yitzchak adds, in You, in the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet, by
which You wrote the Torah, to say that it is only a hint to teach us something.
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Now we have a good reason why Solomon explained this and not someone else, since
we found at the time of the building of the Temple, Solomon observed the Feast of Tabernacles,



i.e., Sukkot, with great joy and with great preparations, as it is said, “seven days and again
seven days, fourteen days in all” (I Kings 8:65).® Solomon was afraid lest people would learn
from him to spend all day eating and drinking and not at all to be sitting and learning Torah,
and because of this, this is why it says, “Let us exult and rejoice in You.” For even at the same
time that they are eating and drinking all day, in any regard, on a different time it will be
possible to do this entirely for G-d, in accordance with Rabbi Eliezer, either eating and
drinking, or sitting and learning Torah. But that’s only when the eating and drinking will be
done with the fear of G-d and for the sake of performing a mitzvah, as they did in the days of
Solomon, when they observed the feasts precisely for the sake of the joy of the mitzvah.

8 Rashi explains that this was 7 days of inauguration of the Temple, followed by 7 days of Sukkot. (One of the
days of inauguration was Yom Kippur, and the Jews did not fast that year! See Moed Katan 9a.)
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