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Chapter XLII: Matot (Num. 30:2-32:42)

Essay 1. The Shechinah spoke from Moses’ throat
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There is a verse: “This is what the L-rd has commanded” (Num. 30:2). Rashi
explained, “Moses prophesied [with the words], ‘Thus said the L-rd, about midnight [I will go
into the midst of Egypt]” (Ex. 11:4), and [other] prophets [also] prophesied with ‘Thus said the
L-rd.” Moses, [however], added to them in that he prophesied [also] with the language, ‘This
is the [actual] word [that G-d has spoken].” ” And the commentators interpreted accordingly
that the Shechinah would speak from the throat of Moses, therefore he was prophesying in
the language of, “this is the [actual word that G-d has spoken] more than the other prophets.
However, we still need Rabbi Eliezer the Modaite', who was an expert in Aggadah, to understand
why Moses merited this particular gift, that the Shechinah would speak from his throat.
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It can be said that the author of the sefer Amude’ha Sheva® wrote in the name of the
Rema M’Pano’ that all souls were dependent on the first Adam when he ate from the tree of
knowledge, there were some in his mouth, and some in his head, etc. Everyone listened and
followed after the advice of [Adam’s] wife and enjoyed from the same eating, except Moses,

* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. More essays are at https://www.zstorah.com

! Jewish scholar of the second tannaitic generation (1st and 2nd centuries), disciple of Johanan ben Zakkai, and
contemporary of Joshua ben Hananiah and Eliezer ben Hyrcanus. The expression, “We still need [the explanation of]
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who was hanging in the first man within his neck, at the place of the windpipe, the place that
does not enjoy at all from the same eating, for the windpipe has no eating or drinking within
it, being separated from the esophagus. Therefore, the Shechina was speaking particularly from
within the throat of Moses, something that was not the case for the other prophets.
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