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Chapter XLII: Matot (Num. 30:2-32:42)

Essay 4. Moses’ crucial role in the war against Midian
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Midrash Yalkut Shimoni on the verse, “You shall surely avenge the Israelite people on
the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin”':

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to [Moses]: “If you wish to live many
more years, the Israelites will not witness vengeance upon their enemies, and
Midian will not be subdued before them.” Immediately, Moses said: “It is
better that Midian be subdued before them and that Israel see the downfall of
their enemies.”

- Yalkut Shimoni, parashat Matot, Remez 785
We need to check what the connection is between Moses and the war with Midian.
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It can be said, as the Kabbalists have written, that every king or prince who comes to
exact vengeance upon a nation must have some connection or bond with that nation.> For
example, Pinchas, who descended from the daughters of Putiel,’ exacted vengeance upon
Midian. One rabbinic tradition identifies Putiel as Jethro, who was the priest of Midian.*

: English translation: Copyright © 2025 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https://zstorah.com
!'Num. 31:2.

2 Zohar II:114a, “Judgment can only be sweetened at its root.”

3 Ex. 6:25.

4 Sotah 43a.




Another example is that David, who descended from Ruth the Moabitess, exacted
vengeance upon Moab.’

Another example is Joshua, who was from the seed of Joseph, who was raised in the
house of Potiphar. Joshua was destined to become the son-in-law of the Sitra Achra, the Other
Side, the realm of impurity, evil, and the forces that oppose holiness, as he took as wife Rahab
the harlot,’ and she knew this.” Thus, he waged war against Amalek.®

For Amalek [p>nv], with a Gematria of 240, and Balaam [0y>2], with a Gematria of 142,
have a combined Gematria of 342, which is equal to that of Be’Mitzrayim [0">7%n2] [“In Egypt™],
because it was in Egypt that Balaam came with the power of Amalek to advise Pharaoh, as
we know from Sotah 11b, “three were [consulted by Pharaoh] in that counsel [regarding how to
handle the Israclites], Balaam, and Job, and Yitro.”

Also here, “Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.”® From where did he
come? [The rabbis,] of blessed memory, said that he came from Balaam the wicked.'® Amalek
is the head of the klipot, the impure spiritual forces, for after [the Israelites] conquered Sihon
and Og and were meant to enter the Land of Israel, it is written: “Amalek is the first of the
nations,”!! the first nation who feared not to proclaim war against Israel.'?
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But we need to be informed of the reason why it is necessary that the king or officer
who enacts vengeance should have a connection with the nation upon which he takes
vengeance.

To begin our analysis, it can be said, as it is found in the Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim
(siman 154, se’if 3): “Accessories of sacred objects, such as bags for tefillin cases, mezuzot,
and books, possess holiness and must be buried.” Further there (se’if 1, in the Rema’s gloss):
“|Regarding] a cabinet built into the wall, if the books are damaged in it,” such as being
burned in a fire or becoming waterlogged, “[the cabinet itself] does not possess holiness.” The
Magen Avraham (se’if katan 3) explains: “Holiness did not rest upon it from the beginning,

51 Sam. 8:2.

6 Megillah 14b.

7 This could mean that Rahav knew that she was destined to marry Joshua, based on their souls recognizing each
other. This general concept is recognized, for example, in Zohar 1:91b, and in Sha’ar HaGilgulim, Chapter 20. Or, in
keeping with the theme of this paragraph, it could mean that Rahab knew that in order to successfully fight Amalek,
Joshua needed a connection to them, which she herself could provide as a reformed harlot.

8 Ex. 17:9.

°Ex. 17:8.

10 Esther Rabbah 7:13.

"' Num. 24:20.

12 Zohar 11:64b.



because it is not called an accessory [for holding a sacred object], but rather something that
damages [the sacred object].” L.e., while the cabinet held the sacred books, it did not protect them
from being damaged by fire or by water.
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Now it is known to the sages of truth, the Kabbalists, that all holy souls were originally
in the hands of the klipot. Thus it says, “Who can bring the pure from the impure,”'* and the
Midrash interprets, “such as Abraham from Terach, Hezekiah from Ahaz, Yoshiya from Amon,
Mordekhai from Shimi, Israel from idolaters, the World-to-Come from this world.”'*

Likewise, David was in Moab, as it is written, “I found David, My servant,”'> which
the Midrash interprets: “where did I find him? In Sodom.”'® Likewise, Pinchas descended from
the daughters of Putiel. Likewise, Joshua descended from Joseph, who took as wife Asenath,
daughter of Potiphera.!” [Joshua] was also prepared to take in Rahab the harlot, to complete
the other half of his body, for the male without the female is only half a body.'®
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If so, you might have thought as follows. Before the extraction of the sparks of holiness
from the klipot, it was forbidden for us to wage war against that nation, as Moses was
commanded not to wage war with Ammon and Moab because of the two good offspring that
were destined to come from them.!? So too, after the extraction of the good “offspring” (i.c.,
the sparks), one might say that it is forbidden to wage war with them, since they became like
an ark or container for the sparks of holiness that were within them. Therefore, perhaps they
are like tefillin cases, which take on the status of items used for holiness, which require burial.

13 Job 14:4.

!4 Num. Rabbah 19:1.

15 Ps. 89:21.

16 Gen. Rabbah 41:4.

17 Gen. 41:45.

18 Zohar I11:7b.

19 Bava Kamma 38b, referring to Ruth the Moabite and to Naamah the Ammonite, Solomon’s wife.
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However, on the other hand, one may say, as the Rema and Magen Avraham taught
regarding the cabinet, that, since the sparks of holiness were being damaged while within them,
by exposing them to impurity, [such nations] were never considered accessories of sacred
objects, but rather damaging agents to holiness. Furthermore, they prevented that spark of
holiness from coming into the world earlier. But who can prove that the klipah damaged that
spark? Perhaps it guarded it properly.
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Therefore, it is necessary that specifically that very spark of holiness should exact
vengeance upon that nation, because that spark knows the harm that [the nation] desired to
do to it, or how [the nation] prevented [the spark] from performing mitzvot until that time.

Thus, it is brought in Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat (siman 388, se’if 1): If
someone damages another’s property and it is not known what damage was caused, the
injured party swears and collects. How so? For example, if someone took a sealed vessel from
his fellow and threw it into the sea or burned it in fire, and the injured party claims that it
was filled with pearls or the like, he is believed.
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But if that spark of holiness does not wage war against that nation, then it is a sign
that it suffered no harm from the klipah. Then the generation of that spark or the righteous
person connected to it cannot take vengeance upon that nation, because on the contrary, it
did good to this generation by not bringing [the spark of holiness] into the world until now,
which benefited this particular generation. One might say that the klipah did no harm at all to
the holiness. If so, then it is considered like a case or an ark, which are vessels used for sacred
objects. The proof for this is that the spark did not make any claim of damages; i.e., it did not
seek retribution.

But in this case, it was proper for Israel to exact vengeance upon Midian, because they
caused them to sin by enticing them into sexual immorality and idolatry.>’ However, since Moses

20 Num. 25:1-15.



reached maturity there’' and married a woman from there,?? it was necessary for this war to
be carried out by Moses, in order to demonstrate that [Midian]| does not have the status of
an accessory of a sacred object. If Moses had died beforehand, it would no longer have been
possible for Israel to take vengeance. Therefore, Scripture says, “You shall surely avenge the
Israelite people on the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin,” because once you
are gathered to your kin, Israel will no longer be able to take vengeance upon them.
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However, it is still difficult to understand the language of the Midrash quoted above,
which said that if Moses had wished to live longer, Israel would not have been able to take
their vengeance until just before Moses’ death. This matter requires clarification, why should
this be so, and for what reason?

But with what we will write in the next insight, Essay 5, it will be well understood, for
Moses himself deserved punishment, for he did not rebuke the tribe of Shimon, which the census
figures show were the victims of the plague of 24,000 Israelites who perished. Examine this
carefully.

Also, see further below in Parashat Ha’azinu, Essay 7, regarding the matter of Gog
and Magog, in which we further discuss whether the nations that once harbored sparks of holiness
should be treated as accessories of sacred objects.

21 Ex. 2:15.
2 Ex. 2:21.
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Midrash Yalkut Shimoni on the verse, “You shall surely avenge the Israelite people on
the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin”':

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to [Moses]: “If you wish to live many
more years, the Israelites will not witness vengeance upon their enemies, and
Midian will not be subdued before them.” Immediately, Moses said: “It is
better that Midian be subdued before them and that Israel see the downfall of
their enemies.”

- Yalkut Shimoni, parashat Matot, Remez 785
We need to check what the connection is between Moses and the war with Midian.
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It can be said, as the Kabbalists have written, that every king or prince who comes to
exact vengeance upon a nation must have some connection or bond with that nation.> For
example, Pinchas, who descended from the daughters of Putiel,’ exacted vengeance upon
Midian. One rabbinic tradition identifies Putiel as Jethro, who was the priest of Midian.*

: English translation: Copyright © 2025 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https://zstorah.com
!'Num. 31:2.

2 Zohar II:114a, “Judgment can only be sweetened at its root.”

3 Ex. 6:25.

4 Sotah 43a.




Another example is that David, who descended from Ruth the Moabitess, exacted
vengeance upon Moab.’

Another example is Joshua, who was from the seed of Joseph, who was raised in the
house of Potiphar. Joshua was destined to become the son-in-law of the Sitra Achra, the Other
Side, the realm of impurity, evil, and the forces that oppose holiness, as he took as wife Rahab
the harlot,’ and she knew this.” Thus, he waged war against Amalek.®

For Amalek [p>nv], with a Gematria of 240, and Balaam [0y>2], with a Gematria of 142,
have a combined Gematria of 342, which is equal to that of Be’Mitzrayim [0">7%n2] [“In Egypt™],
because it was in Egypt that Balaam came with the power of Amalek to advise Pharaoh, as
we know from Sotah 11b, “three were [consulted by Pharaoh] in that counsel [regarding how to
handle the Israclites], Balaam, and Job, and Yitro.”

Also here, “Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.”® From where did he
come? [The rabbis,] of blessed memory, said that he came from Balaam the wicked.'® Amalek
is the head of the klipot, the impure spiritual forces, for after [the Israelites] conquered Sihon
and Og and were meant to enter the Land of Israel, it is written: “Amalek is the first of the
nations,”!! the first nation who feared not to proclaim war against Israel.'?
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But we need to be informed of the reason why it is necessary that the king or officer
who enacts vengeance should have a connection with the nation upon which he takes
vengeance.

To begin our analysis, it can be said, as it is found in the Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim
(siman 154, se’if 3): “Accessories of sacred objects, such as bags for tefillin cases, mezuzot,
and books, possess holiness and must be buried.” Further there (se’if 1, in the Rema’s gloss):
“|Regarding] a cabinet built into the wall, if the books are damaged in it,” such as being
burned in a fire or becoming waterlogged, “[the cabinet itself] does not possess holiness.” The
Magen Avraham (se’if katan 3) explains: “Holiness did not rest upon it from the beginning,

51 Sam. 8:2.

6 Megillah 14b.

7 This could mean that Rahav knew that she was destined to marry Joshua, based on their souls recognizing each
other. This general concept is recognized, for example, in Zohar 1:91b, and in Sha’ar HaGilgulim, Chapter 20. Or, in
keeping with the theme of this paragraph, it could mean that Rahab knew that in order to successfully fight Amalek,
Joshua needed a connection to them, which she herself could provide as a reformed harlot.

8 Ex. 17:9.

°Ex. 17:8.

10 Esther Rabbah 7:13.

"' Num. 24:20.

12 Zohar 11:64b.



because it is not called an accessory [for holding a sacred object], but rather something that
damages [the sacred object].” L.e., while the cabinet held the sacred books, it did not protect them
from being damaged by fire or by water.
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Now it is known to the sages of truth, the Kabbalists, that all holy souls were originally
in the hands of the klipot. Thus it says, “Who can bring the pure from the impure,”'* and the
Midrash interprets, “such as Abraham from Terach, Hezekiah from Ahaz, Yoshiya from Amon,
Mordekhai from Shimi, Israel from idolaters, the World-to-Come from this world.”'*

Likewise, David was in Moab, as it is written, “I found David, My servant,”'> which
the Midrash interprets: “where did I find him? In Sodom.”'® Likewise, Pinchas descended from
the daughters of Putiel. Likewise, Joshua descended from Joseph, who took as wife Asenath,
daughter of Potiphera.!” [Joshua] was also prepared to take in Rahab the harlot, to complete
the other half of his body, for the male without the female is only half a body.'®
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If so, you might have thought as follows. Before the extraction of the sparks of holiness
from the klipot, it was forbidden for us to wage war against that nation, as Moses was
commanded not to wage war with Ammon and Moab because of the two good offspring that
were destined to come from them.!? So too, after the extraction of the good “offspring” (i.c.,
the sparks), one might say that it is forbidden to wage war with them, since they became like
an ark or container for the sparks of holiness that were within them. Therefore, perhaps they
are like tefillin cases, which take on the status of items used for holiness, which require burial.

13 Job 14:4.

!4 Num. Rabbah 19:1.

15 Ps. 89:21.

16 Gen. Rabbah 41:4.

17 Gen. 41:45.

18 Zohar I11:7b.

19 Bava Kamma 38b, referring to Ruth the Moabite and to Naamah the Ammonite, Solomon’s wife.
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However, on the other hand, one may say, as the Rema and Magen Avraham taught
regarding the cabinet, that, since the sparks of holiness were being damaged while within them,
by exposing them to impurity, [such nations] were never considered accessories of sacred
objects, but rather damaging agents to holiness. Furthermore, they prevented that spark of
holiness from coming into the world earlier. But who can prove that the klipah damaged that
spark? Perhaps it guarded it properly.
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Therefore, it is necessary that specifically that very spark of holiness should exact
vengeance upon that nation, because that spark knows the harm that [the nation] desired to
do to it, or how [the nation] prevented [the spark] from performing mitzvot until that time.

Thus, it is brought in Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat (siman 388, se’if 1): If
someone damages another’s property and it is not known what damage was caused, the
injured party swears and collects. How so? For example, if someone took a sealed vessel from
his fellow and threw it into the sea or burned it in fire, and the injured party claims that it
was filled with pearls or the like, he is believed.
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But if that spark of holiness does not wage war against that nation, then it is a sign
that it suffered no harm from the klipah. Then the generation of that spark or the righteous
person connected to it cannot take vengeance upon that nation, because on the contrary, it
did good to this generation by not bringing [the spark of holiness] into the world until now,
which benefited this particular generation. One might say that the klipah did no harm at all to
the holiness. If so, then it is considered like a case or an ark, which are vessels used for sacred
objects. The proof for this is that the spark did not make any claim of damages; i.e., it did not
seek retribution.

But in this case, it was proper for Israel to exact vengeance upon Midian, because they
caused them to sin by enticing them into sexual immorality and idolatry.>’ However, since Moses

20 Num. 25:1-15.



reached maturity there’' and married a woman from there,?? it was necessary for this war to
be carried out by Moses, in order to demonstrate that [Midian]| does not have the status of
an accessory of a sacred object. If Moses had died beforehand, it would no longer have been
possible for Israel to take vengeance. Therefore, Scripture says, “You shall surely avenge the
Israelite people on the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin,” because once you
are gathered to your kin, Israel will no longer be able to take vengeance upon them.
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However, it is still difficult to understand the language of the Midrash quoted above,
which said that if Moses had wished to live longer, Israel would not have been able to take
their vengeance until just before Moses’ death. This matter requires clarification, why should
this be so, and for what reason?

But with what we will write in the next insight, Essay 5, it will be well understood, for
Moses himself deserved punishment, for he did not rebuke the tribe of Shimon, which the census
figures show were the victims of the plague of 24,000 Israelites who perished. Examine this
carefully.

Also, see further below in Parashat Ha’azinu, Essay 7, regarding the matter of Gog
and Magog, in which we further discuss whether the nations that once harbored sparks of holiness
should be treated as accessories of sacred objects.

21 Ex. 2:15.
2 Ex. 2:21.
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Midrash Yalkut Shimoni on the verse, “You shall surely avenge the Israelite people on
the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin”':

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to [Moses]: “If you wish to live many
more years, the Israelites will not witness vengeance upon their enemies, and
Midian will not be subdued before them.” Immediately, Moses said: “It is
better that Midian be subdued before them and that Israel see the downfall of
their enemies.”

- Yalkut Shimoni, parashat Matot, Remez 785
We need to check what the connection is between Moses and the war with Midian.
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It can be said, as the Kabbalists have written, that every king or prince who comes to
exact vengeance upon a nation must have some connection or bond with that nation.> For
example, Pinchas, who descended from the daughters of Putiel,’ exacted vengeance upon
Midian. One rabbinic tradition identifies Putiel as Jethro, who was the priest of Midian.*

: English translation: Copyright © 2025 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are available at https://zstorah.com
!'Num. 31:2.

2 Zohar II:114a, “Judgment can only be sweetened at its root.”

3 Ex. 6:25.

4 Sotah 43a.




Another example is that David, who descended from Ruth the Moabitess, exacted
vengeance upon Moab.’

Another example is Joshua, who was from the seed of Joseph, who was raised in the
house of Potiphar. Joshua was destined to become the son-in-law of the Sitra Achra, the Other
Side, the realm of impurity, evil, and the forces that oppose holiness, as he took as wife Rahab
the harlot,’ and she knew this.” Thus, he waged war against Amalek.®

For Amalek [p>nv], with a Gematria of 240, and Balaam [0y>2], with a Gematria of 142,
have a combined Gematria of 342, which is equal to that of Be’Mitzrayim [0">7%n2] [“In Egypt™],
because it was in Egypt that Balaam came with the power of Amalek to advise Pharaoh, as
we know from Sotah 11b, “three were [consulted by Pharaoh] in that counsel [regarding how to
handle the Israclites], Balaam, and Job, and Yitro.”

Also here, “Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.”® From where did he
come? [The rabbis,] of blessed memory, said that he came from Balaam the wicked.'® Amalek
is the head of the klipot, the impure spiritual forces, for after [the Israelites] conquered Sihon
and Og and were meant to enter the Land of Israel, it is written: “Amalek is the first of the
nations,”!! the first nation who feared not to proclaim war against Israel.'?
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But we need to be informed of the reason why it is necessary that the king or officer
who enacts vengeance should have a connection with the nation upon which he takes
vengeance.

To begin our analysis, it can be said, as it is found in the Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim
(siman 154, se’if 3): “Accessories of sacred objects, such as bags for tefillin cases, mezuzot,
and books, possess holiness and must be buried.” Further there (se’if 1, in the Rema’s gloss):
“|Regarding] a cabinet built into the wall, if the books are damaged in it,” such as being
burned in a fire or becoming waterlogged, “[the cabinet itself] does not possess holiness.” The
Magen Avraham (se’if katan 3) explains: “Holiness did not rest upon it from the beginning,

51 Sam. 8:2.

6 Megillah 14b.

7 This could mean that Rahav knew that she was destined to marry Joshua, based on their souls recognizing each
other. This general concept is recognized, for example, in Zohar 1:91b, and in Sha’ar HaGilgulim, Chapter 20. Or, in
keeping with the theme of this paragraph, it could mean that Rahab knew that in order to successfully fight Amalek,
Joshua needed a connection to them, which she herself could provide as a reformed harlot.

8 Ex. 17:9.

°Ex. 17:8.

10 Esther Rabbah 7:13.

"' Num. 24:20.

12 Zohar 11:64b.



because it is not called an accessory [for holding a sacred object], but rather something that
damages [the sacred object].” L.e., while the cabinet held the sacred books, it did not protect them
from being damaged by fire or by water.
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Now it is known to the sages of truth, the Kabbalists, that all holy souls were originally
in the hands of the klipot. Thus it says, “Who can bring the pure from the impure,”'* and the
Midrash interprets, “such as Abraham from Terach, Hezekiah from Ahaz, Yoshiya from Amon,
Mordekhai from Shimi, Israel from idolaters, the World-to-Come from this world.”'*

Likewise, David was in Moab, as it is written, “I found David, My servant,”'> which
the Midrash interprets: “where did I find him? In Sodom.”'® Likewise, Pinchas descended from
the daughters of Putiel. Likewise, Joshua descended from Joseph, who took as wife Asenath,
daughter of Potiphera.!” [Joshua] was also prepared to take in Rahab the harlot, to complete
the other half of his body, for the male without the female is only half a body.'®
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If so, you might have thought as follows. Before the extraction of the sparks of holiness
from the klipot, it was forbidden for us to wage war against that nation, as Moses was
commanded not to wage war with Ammon and Moab because of the two good offspring that
were destined to come from them.!? So too, after the extraction of the good “offspring” (i.c.,
the sparks), one might say that it is forbidden to wage war with them, since they became like
an ark or container for the sparks of holiness that were within them. Therefore, perhaps they
are like tefillin cases, which take on the status of items used for holiness, which require burial.

13 Job 14:4.

!4 Num. Rabbah 19:1.

15 Ps. 89:21.

16 Gen. Rabbah 41:4.

17 Gen. 41:45.

18 Zohar I11:7b.

19 Bava Kamma 38b, referring to Ruth the Moabite and to Naamah the Ammonite, Solomon’s wife.
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However, on the other hand, one may say, as the Rema and Magen Avraham taught
regarding the cabinet, that, since the sparks of holiness were being damaged while within them,
by exposing them to impurity, [such nations] were never considered accessories of sacred
objects, but rather damaging agents to holiness. Furthermore, they prevented that spark of
holiness from coming into the world earlier. But who can prove that the klipah damaged that
spark? Perhaps it guarded it properly.
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Therefore, it is necessary that specifically that very spark of holiness should exact
vengeance upon that nation, because that spark knows the harm that [the nation] desired to
do to it, or how [the nation] prevented [the spark] from performing mitzvot until that time.

Thus, it is brought in Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat (siman 388, se’if 1): If
someone damages another’s property and it is not known what damage was caused, the
injured party swears and collects. How so? For example, if someone took a sealed vessel from
his fellow and threw it into the sea or burned it in fire, and the injured party claims that it
was filled with pearls or the like, he is believed.
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But if that spark of holiness does not wage war against that nation, then it is a sign
that it suffered no harm from the klipah. Then the generation of that spark or the righteous
person connected to it cannot take vengeance upon that nation, because on the contrary, it
did good to this generation by not bringing [the spark of holiness] into the world until now,
which benefited this particular generation. One might say that the klipah did no harm at all to
the holiness. If so, then it is considered like a case or an ark, which are vessels used for sacred
objects. The proof for this is that the spark did not make any claim of damages; i.e., it did not
seek retribution.

But in this case, it was proper for Israel to exact vengeance upon Midian, because they
caused them to sin by enticing them into sexual immorality and idolatry.>’ However, since Moses

20 Num. 25:1-15.



reached maturity there’' and married a woman from there,?? it was necessary for this war to
be carried out by Moses, in order to demonstrate that [Midian]| does not have the status of
an accessory of a sacred object. If Moses had died beforehand, it would no longer have been
possible for Israel to take vengeance. Therefore, Scripture says, “You shall surely avenge the
Israelite people on the Midianites; then you shall be gathered to your kin,” because once you
are gathered to your kin, Israel will no longer be able to take vengeance upon them.
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However, it is still difficult to understand the language of the Midrash quoted above,
which said that if Moses had wished to live longer, Israel would not have been able to take
their vengeance until just before Moses’ death. This matter requires clarification, why should
this be so, and for what reason?

But with what we will write in the next insight, Essay 5, it will be well understood, for
Moses himself deserved punishment, for he did not rebuke the tribe of Shimon, which the census
figures show were the victims of the plague of 24,000 Israelites who perished. Examine this
carefully.

Also, see further below in Parashat Ha’azinu, Essay 7, regarding the matter of Gog
and Magog, in which we further discuss whether the nations that once harbored sparks of holiness
should be treated as accessories of sacred objects.

21 Ex. 2:15.
2 Ex. 2:21.



