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Chapter XLVI: Ekev (Deut. 7:12—11:25)

Essay 9. G-d has compassion for us
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“Zion says, ‘The L-rd has forsaken me, My L-rd has forgotten me.” Can a woman forget
her baby, [or forget] compassion for the child of her womb? Even these might forget, but I could
never forget you. See, on the palms of My hands I have engraved you, your walls are ever before
Me.”! The Zera Berach? questioned that “can a woman forget her baby” means something
impossible and that is outside of nature, and afterwards it says, “even these might forget,”
which is something impossible, and why does it say something not possible?

"ARW"T W2 W ,IOR 953 YIRIPY "mIpat1a" 92 0N "AYW AWR" DY 9033 pIpTY W7 992 X X9 11T
ToR XIY 9,0y nivy 9p27) INRD" oY DWW 1902 P70 IR°2T 1) PP RIT 1YTVY j0R vl D Ny
172 39°08 021YH nawn XY a1 L7 90030 ny 922 290 iR yiten 17 Xoxnah nawn XD oY iaR) niaim? 9y
OR) NIIRD 9738 7Y 2 PROIRY 217 7w "AIvaTi2 a0y ... mawn" XD 7Y .00poy 12702 noown Ry

IR YRR DAY VoY on? nawa X7 005 19008 Ay oy AY mnn

For us, it is not difficult at all, that we need to check this duplication of “can a woman
forget her baby,” and afterward “the child of her womb,” for apparently this is the same. It
can be said that for the first term, the word “baby” [ulah] [791v] has the intent of a small youth
that is still nursing, and thus brings the Radak’ in the Sefer HaShorashim on the verse, “My
lord knows that the children are frail and that the flocks and herds, which are nursing, are a
care to me; if they are driven hard a single day, all the flocks will die.” * This is as if to say that
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he is small and needs sustenance and his mother will never forget to provide him with food
or milk whenever he needs it, and she will never forget even while she is taking care of a lot
of business.

For the second term, she still won’t “forget . .. compassion for the child of her womb”
when he will be grown, when he no longer has need from her for sustenance, and if she will
be angry with him, even so, she won’t forget compassion for him and forget to ease his
suffering.
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Scripture says that just as a woman will not forget to have compassion on a grown
son who angered her, to relieve him of his torments, “even these might forget” the
transgressions with which he angered her, and the same way, G-d says, “I will not forget you”
for compassion. This corresponds to the second analogy of “or forget compassion for the child
of her womb.”

Corresponding to the first analogy of “can a woman forget her baby,” corresponding
to this it’s said, “see, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.” That that the Holy
One, Blessed be He, placed Israel as a seal on His arm° to always remember them, to open
His hands to send them a holy gift so that they will return in complete repentance, and to
give them everything they need, even when they are in exile.
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And the proof for this, that “your walls are ever before Me,” as is brought in the first
chapter of tractate Sotah, “This is [referring to] Moses and David, whose enemies did not rule
over their achievements.”® Rashi explained the above by what is written, “The L-rd resolved

3> Song of Songs 8:6.

6 Sotah 9a: “[With regard to] David, [the citadel that housed his home and city, was not destroyed, ] as it is written:
‘Her gates have sunk into the earth’ (Lam. 2:9), [as the gates of Jerusalem built by David were not destroyed by
enemies, but sunk into the earth and were buried there. This is also so with regard to] Moses, as the master said: When
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to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion,”” and about this it’s written, “her gates have sunk
into the ground.”® Even here, the Scripture speaks with the term “Zion,” as it is written, “Zion
says, ‘The L-rd has forsaken me,” ” and the Holy One, Blessed be He, responds, “your walls
are ever before Me,” as if to say that “since I left the walls as they always were, this is a sign
and confirmation that I want to have compassion for you.”

the first Temple was built, the Tabernacle was hidden, [including] its boards, its clasps, and its bars, and its pillars, and
its sockets. Where is it hidden? Rav Chisda says that Avimi says: Beneath the tunnels of the Sanctuary.”
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