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Chapter XLVII: Re’eh (Deut. 11:26–16:17) 
 
Essay 4. Tithing shows that G-d is King 
 

שָּׂדֶה מִתְגָּרֶה בָּכֶם,  יַלְקוּט "עַשֵּׂר תְּעַשֵּׂר" וְכוּ' אִם זְכִיתֶם סוֹף שֶׁאַתֶּם יוֹצְאִים לִזְרוֹעַ הַשָּׂדֶה וְאִם לָאו סוֹף שֶׁהַיּוֹצֵא הַ   מִדְרָשׁ

 עֲבֵירוֹת. הַ רָה זוֹ יִתְגָּרֶה עֵשָׂו יוֹתֵר מִשְּׁאָר ידִּכְתִּיב "אִישׁ יֹדֵעַ צַיִד אִישׁ שָׂדֶה" עכ"ל. קָשֶׁה לָמָּה דַּוְקָא בַּעֲבֵ  ,עֵשָׂו ?וְאֵיזֶה זֶה

  

There is a Midrash Yalkut Shimoni (893:1) on the verse, “You shall set aside a tenth 

part of all the yield of your sowing brought from the field every year.”1 The midrash states: “If 

you merited [to fulfill the mitzvah], it the end you will [continue] going out to sow a field. If 

not, in the end the one who goes out to the field will fight you. Who is this? Esau, as it is 

written, ‘Esau became a man who knew hunting, a man of the field.’ ”2 A question is why 

particularly for this sin will Esau fight us more than the other sins? 

 

"יֹדֵעַ צַיִד" שֶׁהָיָה שׁוֹאֵל לוֹ   וְיֵשׁ לוֹמַר שֶׁהֲרֵי מָצִינוּ שֶׁעֵשָׂו הָיָה מְרַמֶּה אֶת אָבִיו בְּמִצְוַת מַעֲשֵׂר כְּמוֹ שֶׁפֵּרֵשׁ רַשִׁ"י עַל פָּסוּק

וְגַם עַל זֶה קָשֶׁה לָמָּה דַּוְקָא הָיָה מְרַמֶּה אָבִיו בְּמִצְוָה זוֹ, וְצָרִי˂ לוֹמַר שֶׁהַמַּתָּנָה   .צַד מְעַשְּׂרִין הַתֶּבֶן כֵּיצַד מְעַשְּׂרִין הַמֶּלַחכֵּי

" עַל בְּשׂוֹרַת   כְּדִכְתִיב "וַיִּבֶן שָׁם מִזְבֵּחַ לַה'  רָאֵל,יוֹתֵר גְּדוֹלָה שֶׁהִבְטִיחַ הקב"ה לְאַבְרָהָם הָיְתָה לָתֵת לְבָנָיו וּלְזַרְעוֹ אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ 

וּ לְהוֹצִיאוֹ מִשָּׁם  וְהִנֵּה אָז בְּאוֹתוֹ הַזְּמַן הָיָה מוּחְזָק בָּהּ הַכְּנַעֲנִי כְּדִכְתִיב "וְהַכְּנַעֲנִי אָז בָּאָרֶץ", וְהקב"ה הִבְטִיח   .אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל

 . '"י עָתִיד אֲנִי לְהַחֲזִירָהּ וְכוּכְּמוֹ שֶׁפֵּרֵשׁ רַשִׁ 

 

It can be said that we find that Esau was deceiving his father in the commandment of 

tithing, as Rashi explained on the verse, “a man who knew hunting.” Rashi wrote that Esau 

asked Jacob, “How do we tithe straw? How do we tithe salt?”3 Esau knew that these items are 

not subject to the commandment of tithing, but the question misled Jacob to think that Esau was 

very strict in observing G-d’s commandments. It is also difficult to understand why he was 

misleading his father particularly in this commandment. It must be said that the greatest gift 

that the Holy One, Blessed be He, had promised to Abraham was to give to his sons and his 

descendants the Land of Israel. As it is written, “The L-rd appeared to Abram and said, ‘I will 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://www.zstorah.com  
1 Deut. 14:22. 
2 Gen. 25:27. 
3 Rashi on Gen. 25:27, based on Midrash Gen. Rabbah 63:10. 
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assign this Land to your offspring.’ And he built an altar there to the L-rd, Who had appeared 

to him,”4 for the good tidings of [learning that they would possess] the Land of Israel. At the 

time, the Canaanite was possessing it, as it is written, “The Canaanites were then in the 

land,”5 and the Holy One, Blessed be He, promised [Abraham] to evict [the Canaanite] from 

there, as Rashi explained, “I will in some future time return it to your children who are 

descendants of Shem.” 

 

א אֱ˄הִים" שֶׁאִם יאֹמְרוּ הָאוּמּוֹת וְלִכְאוֹרָה נִרְאֶה שֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל גָּזְלוּ הָאָרֶץ מֵהַכְּנַעֲנִים כְּמוֹ שֶׁפֵּרֵשׁ רַשִׁ"י עַל פָּסוּק "בְּרֵאשִׁית בָּרָ 

שַׁר בְּעֵינָיו, וְלָכֵן  יהוּא בְרָאָהּ וּנְתָנָהּ לַאֲשֶׁר יָ   ם אַתֶּם שֶׁכְּבַשְׁתֶּם אַרְצוֹת שִׁבְעָת גּוֹיִים וְכוּ' כָּל הָאָרֶץ שֶׁל הקב"ה הִיא,לְסְטִי

אֲדוֹן   לָעוֹלָם שֶׁהקב"ה  לְהַרְאוֹת  שֶׁנִּכְנַ הָאָרֶץ  כְּדֵי  לְאַחַר  הַמַּעַשְׂרוֹת  מִצְוַת  לָנוּ  הַמַּס צִוָּה  כְּמוֹ  הֵם  שֶׁהַמַּעַשְׂרוֹת  לָאָרֶץ,  סְנוּ 

  .שֶׁנּוֹתְנִים לְמֶלֶ˂ כנ"ל בַּסָּמוּ˂

 

Apparently, it appears that Israel stole the land from the Canaanites, as Rashi 

interpreted the verse, “In the beginning G-d created Heaven and earth,” that “if the nations 

would say, ‘You are robbers, that you conquered the lands of the seven nations,’ Israel could 

reply to them, ‘All the earth belongs to the Holy One, Blessed be He. He created it and gave 

it to who was straight in His eyes. Therefore, in order to show the world that the Holy One, 

Blessed be He is the Master of the Land of Israel, He commanded us with the commandment 

of tithes after He brought us into the Land, as the tithes are like a tax that is given to the 

king, as explained above in the adjoining essay. 

 

שֵׂר,  חַיֵּיב עַצְמוֹ לְהוֹצִיא הַמַּעֲ נִמְצָא שְׁמִי שֶׁרוֹצֶה לִזְכּוֹת בְּמַתְּנַת הָאָרֶץ צָרִי˂ שֶׁיּוֹדֶה שֶׁהָאָרֶץ הִיא שֶׁל הקב"ה וְצָרִי˂ נָמֵי שֶׁיִּתְ 

הָיָה מְרַמֶּה אֶת אָבִיו בְּמִצְוַת מַעֲשֵׂר    שֶׁהָיָה רוֹצֶה לִזְכּוֹת בְּמַתְּנַת הָאָרֶץ וְהָיָה רוֹצֶה שֶׁאָבִיו יַפְרִשׁ לְחֶלְקוֹ זאֹת הָאָרֶץ,   עֵשָׂווְ 

 .רֵשׁ הַרַמְבַּ"ן עַל פָּסוּק "וַיֵּלֶ˂ אֶל־אֶרֶץ" וְכוּ' וְעיי"שיוֹ שֶׁפֵּ דַּוְקָא, וְהִנֵּה כְּשֶׁבֵּרֵ˂ יִצְחַק אֶת יַעֲקֹב נָתַן לְחֶלְקוֹ מַתְּנַת הָאָרֶץ, כְּמ

 

It is found that those who want to merit the gift of the Land of Israel must acknowledge 

that the Land belongs to the Holy One, Blessed be He, and also must obligate himself to pay 

the tithe. Esau, who wanted to merit the gift of the Land and wanted his father to set aside 

this Land for his portion, was deceiving his father particularly about the commandment of 

tithing. Thus, when Isaac blessed Jacob, he gave him the gift of the Land as his portion, as 

the Ramban explained on the verse, “Esau took his wives, his sons and daughters, and all the 

members of his household, his cattle and all his livestock, and all the property that he had acquired 

in the land of Canaan, and went to [another] land because of his brother Jacob.”6 

  

 
4 Gen. 12:7. 
5 Gen. 12:6. 
6 Gen. 36:6. 
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מִטַּל הַשָּׁמַיִם וּמִשְׁמַנֵּי הָאָרֶץ" כְּלוֹמַר כָּל שֶׁפַע הָאָרֶץ יָבאֹ מִן הקב"ה, וּמִשּׁוּם הָכִי אַתָּה   וְזֶהוּ שֶׁאָמַר לוֹ "וְיִתֶּן־לְ˃ הָאֱ˄הִים

"מִשְׁמַנֵּי הָאָרֶץ   אֲבָל (לְ)עֵשָׂו אָמַר  .וְחִיּוּב הַמַּעַשְׂרוֹת אֵינוֹ אֶלָּא בְּאֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל  .ב לְעַשֵּׂר וְאִם לאֹ תְּעַשֵּׂר לאֹ יִהְיֶה לְ˃ימְחוּיָּ 

  .רְשׁוּ זַ"לירוֹת כְּמוֹ בָּאָרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל, דזו הִיא אִיטַלְיָיא שֶׁל יָוָן, כְּמוֹ שֶׁפֵּ ייִהְיֶה מוֹשָׁבֶ˃" שֶׁיִּהְיֶה מוֹשָׁב טוֹב וְלאֹ יִהְיֶה הַשּׁוּמָּן בַּפֵּ 

 

This is referring to what he said to him, “May G-d give you of the dew of heaven and 

the fat of the earth,”7 as if to say, “All the goodness of the Land will come from the Holy One, 

Blessed be He, and because of this, you are obligated to tithe, and if you don’t tithe, it won’t 

be yours.” The obligation to tithe is only in the Land of Israel. 

But to Esau, he said, “Your abode shall enjoy the fat of the earth,”8 as if to say, “It will 

be a good abode, and it won’t be the fat of the fruits like the Land of Israel.” This [abode of 

Esau’s] is Greek Italy, i.e., Southern Italy, as the [rabbis] of blessed memory explained.9  

 

.  רֵשׁ שָׁם הָרַב הַנַּ"ליכְּמוֹ שֶׁפֵּ  וְיֵאָבֵד יִכָּלֶה אִי נָמֵי דְּ"מוֹשָׁבֶ˃" רָצָה לוֹמַר שֶׁעַד שֶׁיָּשַׁב הוּא שָׁם יִהְיֶה חֶלְקוֹ טוֹב אֲבָל אַחַר כָּ˂ 

יו לאֹ יַפְרִישׁוּ הַמַּעַשְׂרוֹת אִם כֵּן אֵינָם מוֹדִים שֶׁהָאָרֶץ הִיא שֶׁל הקב"ה וּמַתְּנַת הָאָרֶץ חוֹזֶרֶת וְהֵם  וּמִטַּעַם זֶה אִם יַעֲקֹב וּבָנָ 

  נִקְרְאוּ גַּזְלָנִים.

 

Alternatively, “your abode” means that until he settles there in Italy, his portion in 

Israel will be good, but afterward, it can be consumed and lost, as the rabbi mentioned above, 

i.e., the Ramban, explained there, on Gen. 27:28.  

For this reason, if Jacob and his sons hadn’t set aside the tithes, if so, they would not 

have been acknowledging the Land as belonging to the Holy One, Blessed be He, and the gift 

of the Land would have returned from them and they would have been called robbers. 

 

"לָצוּד צַיִד לְהָבִיא"    שָׂו הַשָּׂדֶה כְּתִיבוּכְשֶׁהָלַ˂ עֵ   וְהַטַּעַם שֶׁעֵשָׂו אָבַד הַבְּרָכוֹת הָיִינוּ מִשּׁוּם דִּכְתִּיב "אִישׁ אֱמוּנוֹת רַב־בְּרָכוֹת",

הַהֶפְקֵר  יוּפֵ  מִן  יִמְצָא  לאֹ  שֶׁאִם  בְּמַחְשָׁבָה  שֶׁהָלַ˂  רז"ל  הַבְּרָכוֹת  יָבִיארְשׁוּ  אָבַד  הָכִי  מִשּׁוּם  מַצְלַחַת  לאֹ  וְעוֹלֶה  הַגֶּזֶל  .  מִן 

עוֹד דִּכְתִּיב "וְהָיָה כַּאֲשֶׁר תָּרִיד"  וּכְשֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל אֵינָם מְעַשְּׂרִים גַּם הֵם נִקְרְאוּ גַּזְלָנִים וְעֵשָׂו הַנִּקְרָא "אִישׁ שָׂדֶה" יִתְגָּרֶה בָּהֶם, וְ 

  '.וְכוּ

 

The reason that Esau lost the blessings was because, as it is written, “A dependable 

man will receive many blessings.”10 Regarding when Esau walked in the field, it is written, 

“to hunt game to bring [home],”11 and the rabbis of blessed memory explained, that he 

walked with the thinking that if he wouldn’t find ownerless property, he would bring private 

 
7 Gen. 27:28. 
8 Gen. 27:39. 
9 Midrash Gen. Rabbah 67:6; Megillah 6b. 
10 Prov. 28:20. 
11 Gen. 27:5. 
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property by way of robbery.12 He did not have good fortune, and therefore brought stolen food 

home, and because of this, he lost the blessings.  

When Israel are not tithing, they are also called robbers, and Esau, who was called “a 

man of the field,” will fight you, and it is also written that Isaac told Esau, “Yet by your sword 

you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when you grow restive, you shall break his 

yoke from your neck.”13 

 

* * * 

 
12 Rashi on Gen. 27:5, based on Midrash Gen. Rabbah 65:13. 
13 Gen. 27:40. 


