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Chapter XLVII: Re’eh (Deut. 11:26-16:17)

Essay 4. Tithing shows that G-d is King
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There is a Midrash Yalkut Shimoni (893:1) on the verse, “You shall set aside a tenth
part of all the yield of your sowing brought from the field every year.”' The midrash states: “If
you merited [to fulfill the mitzvah], it the end you will [continue] going out to sow a field. If
not, in the end the one who goes out to the field will fight you. Who is this? Esau, as it is
written, ‘Esau became a man who knew hunting, a man of the field.” ”> A question is why
particularly for this sin will Esau fight us more than the other sins?
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It can be said that we find that Esau was deceiving his father in the commandment of
tithing, as Rashi explained on the verse, “a man who knew hunting.” Rashi wrote that Esau
asked Jacob, “How do we tithe straw? How do we tithe salt?”3 Esau knew that these items are
not subject to the commandment of tithing, but the question misled Jacob to think that Esau was
very strict in observing G-d’s commandments. It is also difficult to understand why he was
misleading his father particularly in this commandment. It must be said that the greatest gift
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, had promised to Abraham was to give to his sons and his
descendants the Land of Israel. As it is written, “The L-rd appeared to Abram and said, ‘I will

: English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://www.zstorah.com
! Deut. 14:22.

2 Gen. 25:27.

3 Rashi on Gen. 25:27, based on Midrash Gen. Rabbah 63:10.
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assign this Land to your offspring.” And he built an altar there to the L-rd, Who had appeared
to him,”* for the good tidings of [learning that they would possess] the Land of Israel. At the
time, the Canaanite was possessing it, as it is written, “The Canaanites were then in the
land,” and the Holy One, Blessed be He, promised [Abraham] to evict [the Canaanite] from
there, as Rashi explained, “I will in some future time return it to your children who are
descendants of Shem.”
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Apparently, it appears that Israel stole the land from the Canaanites, as Rashi
interpreted the verse, “In the beginning G-d created Heaven and earth,” that “if the nations
would say, ‘You are robbers, that you conquered the lands of the seven nations,’ Israel could
reply to them, ‘All the earth belongs to the Holy One, Blessed be He. He created it and gave
it to who was straight in His eyes. Therefore, in order to show the world that the Holy One,
Blessed be He is the Master of the Land of Israel, He commanded us with the commandment
of tithes after He brought us into the Land, as the tithes are like a tax that is given to the
king, as explained above in the adjoining essay.
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It is found that those who want to merit the gift of the Land of Isracl must acknowledge
that the Land belongs to the Holy One, Blessed be He, and also must obligate himself to pay
the tithe. Esau, who wanted to merit the gift of the Land and wanted his father to set aside
this Land for his portion, was deceiving his father particularly about the commandment of
tithing. Thus, when Isaac blessed Jacob, he gave him the gift of the Land as his portion, as
the Ramban explained on the verse, “Esau took his wives, his sons and daughters, and all the
members of his household, his cattle and all his livestock, and all the property that he had acquired
in the land of Canaan, and went to [another] land because of his brother Jacob.”®

4 Gen. 12:7.
3> Gen. 12:6.
® Gen. 36:6.
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This is referring to what he said to him, “May G-d give you of the dew of heaven and
the fat of the earth,”’ as if to say, “All the goodness of the Land will come from the Holy One,
Blessed be He, and because of this, you are obligated to tithe, and if you don’t tithe, it won’t
be yours.” The obligation to tithe is only in the Land of Israel.

But to Esau, he said, “Your abode shall enjoy the fat of the earth,”® as if to say, “It will
be a good abode, and it won’t be the fat of the fruits like the Land of Israel.” This [abode of
Esauw’s] is Greek Italy, i.e., Southern Italy, as the [rabbis] of blessed memory explained.’
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Alternatively, “your abode” means that until he settles there in Italy, his portion in
Israel will be good, but afterward, it can be consumed and lost, as the rabbi mentioned above,
i.e., the Ramban, explained there, on Gen. 27:28.

For this reason, if Jacob and his sons hadn’t set aside the tithes, if so, they would not
have been acknowledging the Land as belonging to the Holy One, Blessed be He, and the gift
of the Land would have returned from them and they would have been called robbers.
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The reason that Esau lost the blessings was because, as it is written, “A dependable

man will receive many blessings.”'’ Regarding when Esau walked in the field, it is written,
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“to hunt game to bring [home],”"' and the rabbis of blessed memory explained, that he

walked with the thinking that if he wouldn’t find ownerless property, he would bring private

7 Gen. 27:28.

8 Gen. 27:39.

° Midrash Gen. Rabbah 67:6; Megillah 6b.
10 Proy. 28:20.

' Gen. 27:5.



property by way of robbery.'> He did not have good fortune, and therefore brought stolen food
home, and because of this, he lost the blessings.

When Israel are not tithing, they are also called robbers, and Esau, who was called “a
man of the field,” will fight you, and it is also written that Isaac told Esau, “Yet by your sword
you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when you grow restive, you shall break his

yoke from your neck.”!?

12 Rashi on Gen. 27:5, based on Midrash Gen. Rabbah 65:13.
13 Gen. 27:40.



