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Chapter XLVII: Re’eh (Deut. 11:26-16:17)

Essay 7. The reward and blessings of giving charitably based on the recipient’s need
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Regarding giving charity to an impoverished Jew, the Torah says: “Give! You shall surely
give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved in giving to him, for because of this, the L-rd
your G-d will bless you in all your efforts and in all your undertakings” (Deut. 15:10).
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Question 1: We need to scrutinize the doubling of the term “Give! You shall give to
him” [0 1in3] [naton titen).!

Question 2: Also, why did the verse return to say “in giving to him,” for it would have
been sufficient to have omitted the words and to say, “Give! You shall give to him, and your
heart shall not be grieved . . ., for because of this the L-rd your G-d will bless you in all your
efforts and in all your undertakings.”

Question 3: Also, if his heart will be grieved, we would expect that he wouldn’t want to
give [the impoverished person] anything, but Scripture says specifically, “your heart shall
not be grieved in giving to him.” The words “in giving to him” implies that he is definitely giving
him something, so with regard to what should his heart not be grieved? Is it then with regard to the
quantity that he gives?

Question 4: Also, why does it say, “for because of this,” as “this” means excluding
something else?

’ English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. More essays are at https://www.zstorah.com
! The term “Inn 7in3” uses two words with the same root for “to give.” Doubling frequently occurs in the Torah
for emphasis, and thus the term is typically translated as “you shall surely give.”
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It can be said that there are two types of obligation to give charity. There is the
obligation incumbent upon each man, who is obligated to give according to his means, that
one to whom the Holy One, Blessed be He, has given much property is obligated to give much,
and one to whom He has given little is obligated to give a little. There is a different type of
obligation: that if what one gives according to the value of his properties is not enough for
the needs of the poor, cither because they are many, or because one poor person needs much,
for example to redeem him from captivity or to bring him out of prison, then it is necessary
for every man to give more than it is otherwise proper for him to give. It’s found that the first
type of obligation is a necessary obligation in order that he not be ungrateful, and the second
obligation is voluntary and is an obligation according to the need.
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Answer 1: According to this, corresponding to the first obligation, Scripture says,
“Give!” [1in1] as if to say, “every one is obligated to give according to what the Omnipresent
has given to him,” and corresponding to the second obligation, [Scripture] says, “You shall
give to him” [i% 1An], “to him” specifically, according to “his need in whatever he lacks” (Deut.
15:8).

Answers 2 and 3: Corresponding to this second obligation, Scripture says, “your heart
shall not be grieved in giving to him,” i.e., “I don’t want your heart to be grieved when you
need to give money for the need of the poor [person] that is more than what was imposed upon
you to give according to the value of your money.” “For because of this, the L-rd your G-d will
bless you in all your efforts and in all your undertakings,” that when you give according to the
value of your money, you are not able to look for a great reward or hope for a prize, for it is
your obligation to act thus, and it is like repayment of a debt.



9232°3", 0¥ 1277 ,078 Nipn? 79%n NP 2137 ANX IR Iy 771 0993 AN2in 0T 1077 7% A0NY: o3
NPT AN L T2 IR 9Y W 21 T XY "RET 9T

Answer 4: Although when you need to give more than your obligation and according
to the need of the poor [person], then you can expect a reward of a prize, and therefore
[Scripture] said, “for because of this,” which we said means excluding something else, “this”
refers specifically the second obligation of “give to him . .. the L-rd your G-d will bless you
in all your efforts and in all your undertakings.”
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