Zera Shimshon

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”1
Published Mantua 1778"

Chapter LI: Nitzavim (Deut. 29:9—30:20)

Essay 2. Unity is an essential part of redemption
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“Even if you have been banished to the edge of the earth,' from there the L-rd your
G-d will gather you [and from there He will fetch you]” (Deut. 30:4). We should scrutinize
this, for the word “from there” is unnecessary, as it would have been sufficient to say, “If any
of your outcasts are at the edge of heaven, the L-rd your G-d will gather you . ..” Also, what
is the duplication at the end of the verse, “and from there He will fetch you”?
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It can be said that it says in the first chapter of tractate Megillah (16a), “ ‘There Haman
told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had befallen him; his advisers and his wife
Zeresh said to him, if Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you
will not overcome him; you will surely fall [2i2n 9i93] [nafol tipol] before him’ (Esther 6:13).
Why are there two “fallings” at the end of the verse, “nafol” and “tipo/”? Rabbi Yehuda bar
Ilai interpreted homiletically: This teaches that [Zeresh] said to [Haman], ‘This [Jewish]
nation is compared to the dust [of the earth]? and it is compared to the stars.’ When they
descend, they descend to the dust, and when they arise, they rise to the sky.” ” Similarly in
the first chapter of tractate Berachot (4b): Regarding the verse, “The virgin of Israel has fallen
and she will rise no more” (Amos 5:2), “In the West [i.e., in the Land of Israel], they interpreted
it [with a slight adjustment]: ‘She has fallen but she shall fall no more; rise, virgin of Israel.’

* English translation: Copyright © 2021 by Charles S. Stein. More essays are at https://www.zstorah.com
!'Lit., the edge of Heaven.

2 Gen. 28:14.

3 Deut. 1:10.
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This is why the verse said, “Even if you have been banished to the edge of the earth,”
which is the furthest edge, from which there’s no further room to be banished further, for
you have already fallen to the dust, which is to the bottom floor, from which one cannot fall
further. “From there” specifically “He will gather you,” for thus is it written, “rise, virgin of
Israel,” for the falling to the lowest floor is a reason to rise to the Heaven. Thus, “from there”
is not unnecessary, but rather teaches that when Israel hits the bottom during exile, they
immediately begin to rise.*
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Israel was only exiled because of baseless hatred,’ and it’s only possible for them to
be redeemed when there will be peace between them, as it is written, “Ephraim is joined to
idols, leave him alone” (Hosea 4:17), also, it is written, “their heart is divided, now they will
bear their guilt” (Hosea 10:2). L.e., when divided, Israel can fall to the lowest level. Because of
this, it initially says, “from there, He will gather you,” meaning He will bless you with peace,
and all of you will be gathered together as one person. From this gathering together and
peace, He will fetch you from the exile, and this is the meaning of “and from there He will
fetch you.” Thus, “and from there He will fetch you™ is intended to point out that the unification
of the Jewish people, thanks to the step of “gathering together,” is a necessary prelude to
redemption from exile.

,021aY N7 92 2% M9 A IR YO 027 "AYH ma awn" pios By 127 ninwa ¥Ta nimo ain
Y ,AT RIT QYL AR @ A7IR39) 07,0980 1"2p0 00y 0731 1007 .00 0070 2070% PRI 17 12
D7X7 TR TIIT M?DWT N°2703 D°99W PRV OD7Y Y DR WIRRY

This was the intent of the midrash Shemot Rabbah (2:5) on the verse, “Now Moses,
shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the

4 Zohar Chadash, at the beginning of Yitro, explains that Israel had already fallen to the 49th level of impurity in
Egypt, and G-d had to rescue us before we fell to the 50th level of impurity, from which there is no return. Therefore,
He therefore cut short our time in Egypt. Zera Shimshon has discussed this previously (for example: essay of
Bereisheet; essay 11 of Beshalach; essay 8 of Re’eh).

> Yoma 9b: “However, [people] of the Second Temple [period] were engaged in Torah, mitzvot, and acts of
kindness. Why was [the Second Temple] destroyed? Because there was baseless hatred. [ This comes] to teach you that
baseless hatred is equivalent to the three [severe] transgressions: Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations and
bloodshed.”



wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of G-d” (Ex. 3:1). In the midrash, Rabbi Eliezer
said, “Just as the thorn bush is the lowliest of all the trees in the world, similarly was Israel
lowly and downtrodden in Egypt. Therefore, the Holy One, Blessed be He, revealed Himself
to them, and redeemed them, as it says, ‘And I will go down and save them from Egypt’ (Ex.
3:8).” It seems puzzling what the point of this is, but from what we have said above it makes
sense, that according to the fact that [Israel] was lowly, at the lowest limit, [G-d] needed to
immediately redeem them.
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In this way, the Scripture, “By Your arm, You redeemed Your people, the children of

Jacob and Joseph, selah” (Ps. 27:16), will be understood. We need to investigate, for “by Your

arm” means that He redeemed them by the letter of the law. How do we understand that? Also,

what is the relevance of this with the end of the verse, “the children of Jacob and Joseph,

selah”? Also, why is Joseph mentioned separately, for isn’t he included in the category of the
children of Jacob?
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It can be said that the kabbalists wrote that if the tribes had not ruled over Joseph
before he went down to Egypt, Israel would have been sunk there forever. But since the tribes
ruled over Joseph first, and afterward he ruled over Egypt, we find that the Egyptians were
servants to all of Israel, and see also in Asara Ma’amarot (the article Em Cal Chai, the first
section, siman 8).° This is what the verse is saying, “By Your arm, You redeemed,” which is
by the letter of the law, for what a slave acquires, his master acquires!’ That is, as the brothers
had sold Joseph into slavery, they were his masters, and when he acquired control over all of Egypt,
it was as if his brothers had acquired control.

¢ Rabbi Menachem Azaria da Fano (“Rema M’Pano”) (1548-1620), Italian Kabbalist and commentator on the
Talmud. Asara Ma’amarot (“Ten Utterances”) was published in Venice in 1597.
" Pesachim 88b.
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This was because of “the children of Jacob and Joseph,” as if to say, because of the
hatred that was between them, and because of this, they sold him to be a slave. You may say,
what need was there for his brothers to rule over him, and for him to go there as a slave?
Understand that if he had gone there by himself without being named a slave, and had been
made king there over the Egyptians, then the Egyptians would have been acquired by him as
servants. Then, the Egyptians would have been servants to the entire house of Joseph, but
they would have had no subservience to his brothers.

It can be said that then, if that had happened, all of the children of Jacob would have
been bowing down to Joseph, for he alone would have had the claim by law to take them out
to freedom. That is, the descendants of Joseph would still have had a claim to go free from Egypt,
as all Egyptians had been subservient to Joseph. But the bulk of Israel, the descendants of the other
brothers, would not have had a claim to go free, and thus, as said above, Israel would have been
stuck in Egypt forever. Therefore, from the beginning, his brothers ruled over him, and
afterward he ruled over the Egyptians, and by this we can understand the end of the verse, “the
children of Jacob and Joseph, selah.”



