
1 
 

Zera Shimshon  

by Rabbi Shimshon Chaim Nachmani zt”l 

Published Mantua 1778* 

 

Chapter LV: Shir haShirim (Song of Songs) 
 
Essay 7: Why are Jewish children compared to an apple tree among trees of the forest?  

 

  י הַיַּעַר, וְלָמָּה דַּוְקָא בֵּין הַבָּנִים. כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיַּעַר כֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּנִים וְכוּ'. קָשֶׁה לָמָּה דַּוְקָא תַּפּוּחַ, וְלָמָּה דַּוְקָא בַּעֲצֵ   פָּסוּק

רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא    ,הבָּ אָמַר רַ   .וַחֲכָמִים מַכְשִׁירִים  ,רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא פּוֹסֵל  ,רסֶ וֹ(דַּף ל"ו) אֶתְרוֹג הַבּ  דְּסוּכָּהגָרְסִינָן בַּפֶּרֶק ג'  וְיוּבַן בְּמַאי דְּ 
  . בְּקָטְנָם אֶת הָאֶתְרוֹגִים    רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן פּוֹטֵר  דְּתַנְיָארַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן מַאי הִיא,    .רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא הָא דַּאֲמַרַן  .וְרַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן אָמְרוּ דָּבָר אֶחָד
  , אִי נָמֵי  .ם כְּרַבָּנָן סְבִירָא לֵיהּדְּבָעֵינַן הָדָר וְלֵיכָּא, אֲבָל הַתָ   ,עֲקִיבָא הָכָא   רַבִּיעַד כָּאן לאֹ קָאָמַר    ,אָמַר לוֹ אַבָּיֵי דִּלְמָא לאֹ הִיא

אֵת כָּל־תְּבוּאַת זַרְעֶ , כְּדֶרֶ שֶׁבְּנֵי אָדָם מוֹצִיאִין לִזְרִיעָה, אֲבָל אֶלָּא דִכְתִיב עַשֵּׂר תְּעַשֵּׂר  הָתָם  עַד כָּאן לאֹ קָאָמַר רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן  
  .כְּרַבָּנָן סְבִירָא לֵיהּ ,הָכָא

  
There is a verse, “Like an apple tree among trees of the forest, so is my beloved among 

the youths” (Song of Songs 2:3). The difficulty is: why specifically an apple, and why 
specifically among trees of the forest, and why specifically among the youths?   This will be 
understood by what is presented in the third section of tractate Sukkah (page 36a) : 

 
Regarding an etrog that is unripe, Rabbi Akiva deems it unfit for waving 

during Sukkot, but the Rabbis deem it fit. Rabba said: Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi 
Shimon said one and the same statement. Rabbi Akiva said that which we said, 
that an unripe etrog is unfit for waving during Sukkot. Rabbi Shimon, what did he 
say? As taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Shimon exempts etrogim from having to be 
tithed if in their small state, not viewing an unripe etrog as a qualifying fruit. 

Abaye said to [Rabba]: Perhaps it is not so that they share an opinion. 
Rabbi Akiva stated his opinion only here for Sukkot, as we require beauty in an 
etrog for Sukkot, and there is none when it’s unripe. But there, regarding tithes, 
maybe he holds like the rabbis, in opposition to Rabbi Shimon, that tithing is 
required even for an unripe etrog. 

Alternatively, Rabbi Shimon stated his opinion only there, exempting an 
unripe etrog from tithes, as it is written, “You shall surely tithe all the produce 
of your planting” (Deut. 14:22)—i.e., produce for which it’s typical for people to 
take it out for sowing. However, maybe here he agrees with the rabbis, in 
opposition to Rabbi Akiva, who consider an unripe etrog suitable for Sukkot. 

- Sukkah 36a 
 

* English translation: Copyright © 2020 by Charles S. Stein. 
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לּוּ יוַאֲפִ   .וֹ וְכוּ'כָּל צָרְכּבַּבִּישֻׁל  לָהּ אֶלָּא    כַּחַתשְׁ מַ לאֹ  חַ, וְ וֹזַ"ל כְּדֶרֶ שֶׁבְּנֵי אָדָם מוֹצִיאִין לִזְרִיעָה פְּרִי הֶעָשׂוּי לִצְמ  רַשִׁ"ירֵשׁ  יוּפֵ 

אֲבָל בְּתַפּוּחִים מוֹדֵי    ,רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן  []וּבְאֶתְרוֹגִים פָּלֵיג  אֶלָּא דַּוְקָא אֶתְרוֹגִים וְתַפּוּחִים,  ,פֵּירוֹת בְּקָטְנָןבִּשְׁאָר  י  מְחַיְּיבֵ רַבָּנָן לאֹ  
  .צוֹמְחִים עכ"ל ,םצָרְכָּ  שְּׁלוּ כָּליבִּ  עַל פִּי שֶׁלּאֹ דְּקִים לֵיהּ דְּאַף ,לְהוּ

 
Rashi of blessed memory explained Sukkah 36a in the manner that people go out to 

sow fruit that’s likely to grow, and not to utilize [fruit] unless ripe. Even the rabbis don’t 
oblige the payment of tithes on the other types of immature fruit with the specific exception of 
etrogs and apples, and for etrogs Rabbi Shimon takes exception with the rabbis, holding that 
etrogs should be included with the general rule that immature fruit need not be tithed. But for 
apples, he agrees with them that they are different, because even though they are not ripe, 
they will grow if planted. 

 
רוֹת דִּבְקָטְנָן ימָה שֶׁאֵין כֵּן שְׁאַר הַפֵּ  לּוּ קְטַנִּים הֵם רְאוּיִם לִזְרִיעָה,ינִּים מִכָּל הָאִילָנוֹת שֶׁאֲפִ וּוְלָמַדְנוּ מִכָּאן שֶׁהַתַּפּוּחִים הֵם מְשׁ

    .הֵם דּוֹמִים לַעֲצֵי הַיַּעַר
 
We learned from here, from Rashi, that the apples are different from all the trees, in 

that even the small ones are suitable for sowing, something that is not true of the remainder 
of fruits, for which in their small state are similar to the trees of the forest in that they are not 
suitable for planting.  

 
וּלְזֶה אָמַר הַכָּתוּב כְּתַפּוּחַ בַּעֲצֵי הַיַּעַר כְּמוֹ '.  וְאַף הַבָּנִים הַקְּטַנִּים שֶׁל יִשְׂרָאֵל יְכוֹלִים לִיתֵּן שֶׁבַח וּתְהִלָּה וּלְהִשְׁתַּדֵּל בְּמִצְוֹת ה

לּוּ יכֵּן דּוֹדִי בֵּין הַבָּנִים. כֵּן הקב"ה מִשְׁתַּעֲשֵׁעַ אֲפִ   רוֹתָיו קְטַנִּים הֵם טוֹבִים כִּגְדוֹלִים,יכֹּל עֲצֵי הַיַּעַר שֶׁפֵּ נֶּה מִ וּהַתַּפּוּחַ שֶׁהוּא מְשׁ
  .שֶׁנִּקְרְאוּ הֶבֶל שֶׁאֵין בּוֹ חֵטְא שֶׁכֵּן־מִכָּלבְּנַעֲרִי יִשְׂרָאֵל קְטַנִּים, וּ

 
Even the small children of Israel are able to give praise and glory to G-d and to strive 

in fulfillment of the commandments of G-d, which is different from other groups of children. 
For this reason, Scripture says they are “Like an apple tree among trees of the forest.” I.e., 
like the apple that is different from all the trees of the forest, in that even its small fruits are 
as good as big ones, “so is my beloved among the youths.” Thus, the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, is delighted even with the small youth of Israel, who in any case are referred to as “breath 
in which there is no sin” (Shabbat 119b)1. 

 

* * * 

 
1 Shabbat 119b: “Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: What is [the meaning of] that which is written: ‘Do not 

touch My anointed ones and do My prophets no harm’ (I Chron. 16:22)? ‘Do not touch My anointed ones,’ these are 
the schoolchildren; ‘and do not harm My prophets,’ these are Torah scholars. Reish Lakish said in the name of Rabbi 
Yehuda Nesia: The world exists only because of the breath [i.e., reciting Torah] of schoolchildren. Rav Pappa said to 
Abaye: What [is wrong with] mine and yours? [Abaye] said to him: The breath [of adults], which is [tainted by] sin, 
is not similar to the breath [of children], which is not [tainted by] sin.” 


