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Chapter LVII: Kinnot (Lamentations)

Essay 6: Distancing ourselves from sin, and repentance on Yom Kippur.
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The introduction of Eicha Rabbati (Lamentations Rabbah) states: “If you had merited,
you would have read in the Torah, ‘For on this day atonement shall be made for you to
cleanse you of all your sins; you shall be clean before the L-rd” (Lev. 16:30), but now that you
didn’t merit, you are reading, ‘Her impurity was in her skirts’ (Lam. 1:9).”
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This will be understood by what is brought in Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 859:5 on the

verse, “As east is far from west, that is how far He has removed our sins from us” (Ps. 103:12).

Rav Yirmeyah said, “A person won’t say that the Merciful One will distance us from sin,

rather that He will distance sin from us, as it says in the conclusion of that verse, “He has
removed our sins from us.”
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The intent of this is what Rabbi Yosi and [the rabbis] disputed in the second chapter
of tractate Bava Batra (Mishna [11]'), that as Rabbi Yosi stated, “Even though the cistern was
there before the tree, [the owner of the tree] need not cut down [the tree], since [the owner
of the cistern| dug within his own [domain]| and the [owner of the tree| planted within his
own [domain].”? Rabbi Yosi says this because he is of the opinion that the damaged party

* English translation: Copyright © 2020 by Charles S. Stein.
! The text reads the 10" Mishnah, but our edition shows it as the 11" Mishnah.
2 Mishna Bava Batra 2:11; Bava Batra 25b.



should distance himself, whereas the rabbis are of the opinion that the damager should
distance himself etc., and the halacha is as Rabbi Yosi says.?
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So too, here sin and the evil inclination cause harm to man, rather it is referred to as
“dug within his own [domain],” for it’s from Heaven that it was named thus, in order to
entice man in order that there would be reward and punishment in the world. An aspect of
[the] domain [of the many], i.e., the diverse aspirations and thoughts in man,* and achiza, the
lifeline of the klipot,” is given within the heart of man, on his left side, as is known. As it is
written, “and He formed (va yitzer) (1¥°*1) man” (Gen. 2:7), with the word va yitzer (and He
formed) having two yuds, as it says in tractate Berachot,’ and if so, man has the requirement
if he is the damaged party to distance himself from that which is harming him. He should not
pray to the Holy One, Blessed be He, for this, i.c., for G-d to remove man’s evil inclination, for
the obligation was imposed upon him to distance himself in order that he should not be
harmed by sin. Rather, he should pray that [G-d] should distance sin from him, as if to say
that He should distance the damaging party from him, in order that he should not be obliged
to exert himself to distance himself from sin. L.e., rather than praying for removal of his evil
inclination, he should pray to not be exposed to temptation, so that he does not have to exert himself
to fight his evil inclination.

3 Bava Batra 18b.

4 As explained in the previous essay, in Kabbalistic terms, the “domain of the many” was the state of the original
vessels made by G-d in the world of Tohu (chaos), which existed separately and which did not share the light they
were receiving from G-d. This light built up until the vessels shattered, resulting in the World of the Klipot
(husks/shells/evil spiritual forces). The term “domain of the many” is also used in Kabbalah to refer to the diverse
aspirations and thoughts in man. Thus, the root of all evil is separateness.

5> Achiza means “a grip” or “a hold.” As a plant’s root provides it with a grip or hold onto the ground, and the
plant is nourished through the root, achiza [ha klipof] is the root system of the husks of impurity, which seek out the
chisaron (deficiency) within the kedusha (holiness), thus providing the klipot with power and energy.

¢ Berachot 61a: “Rav Nachman bar Rav Chisda interpreted homiletically: What is the meaning of that which is
written: ‘Then the L-rd G-d formed [va yitzer] man’ [Gen. 2:7], with a double yud? The Holy One, Blessed be He,
created two inclinations: one a good inclination and one an evil inclination.”
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The intent will be understood this way: If the Holy One, Blessed be He, wanted us to
enjoy goodness, as it is written, “Choose life” (Deut. 30:19), why did He introduce the evil
inclination into man as soon as he was born, which isn’t the case for the good inclination,
which is introduced into [man] only at 13 years of age?’ “To the contrary, the opposite is
reasonable,”® i.e., why couldn’t man be born with a good inclination, and receive the evil
inclination only at maturity? Or at least the two of them, the good inclination and the evil
inclination, should have come together, i.c., at the same time. In truth, according to what we
said above, that it’s upon the damaged party, that is the man, to distance himself from the
damaging party, it doesn’t matter to us at all that man is born with an evil inclination and doesn’t
receive a good inclination until age 13 years. For when he is grown and will know and recognize
the great harm that comes to him because of the temptations of the evil inclination, then he
will distance himself from sin, and therefore the evil inclination comes as soon as he is born.
For the damaging party is not obligated to distance himself from the damaged party, and the
good inclination has nothing to do at that time, for the minor can even eat something very
unkosher, such as carrion, and a Jewish court would not be obligated to separate him from
that.’” L.e., a minor is not punished for conduct that would be a sin for a young man of 13 (or a
young woman of 12), having become a bar mitzvah (or bat mitzvah), i.e., a “son of the
commandment” (or a “daughter of the commandment”), and thus obligated to obey the laws of the
Torah and of the rabbis. So there appears to be no harm for man to receive the evil inclination at
birth, or to not receive the good inclination until later.
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If you will say: Why doesn’t the Heavenly court punish someone who is less than 20
years of age, since once he is 13 years old he is called “grown” and he has the assistance of
the good inclination to combat the evil inclination given to him at birth, and further, he now has
the knowledge to distance himself from the sin and from the damage? One can say it’s
because, as it says in the 9™ chapter of Bava Batra (page 155a) that, according to Rav

" Eccl. Rabbah 4:13.
8 An Aramaic term appearing more than a dozen times in the Talmud, such as at Berachot 45b.
? Yevamot 114a.



Nachman, a minor can not sell his deceased father’s property until he is 20 years old. See also
the Tur, Choshen Mishpat (235:9), “Here, too, one who tends to his lusts and exchanges a
permanent world that is called ‘land of the living’'° for a transitory world, what he did is not
intended, for he still lacks the knowledge to sell the land.”
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Now, here we have Scripture saying, “Life and death I have put before you. . ..
Choose life!” The world asks what need there is to say, “Choose life,” as that is something
obvious! My master, my father, [may|] he be remembered for life in the World to Come,
explained that the novelty this is coming to teach us is that it’s enough for man that he choose
to walk in the path of the living; that afterward the Holy One, Blessed be He, will assist him
to put his thoughts into action, that in the path a man wants to walk, He will lead him.
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Here too, despite that fact that the aspect of achiza and [the] domain [of the many]
were given from Heaven to the evil inclination within the heart of man, in any regard when
the man will wage war for himself and will conquer [the evil inclination] and expel it from
himself, then certainly he will vanquish the strength of its place within the left side of his heart
and its domain [of the many], and he will no longer need to continue to dismiss [the evil
inclination]. It is obvious that from Heaven, [G-d] will send help from the sanctuary'' to this
man, who revealed his opinion that he chose life. Therefore, since Israel arrived at this
principle that on Yom Kippur they are all holy and pure as the ministering angels, we hear
from this that they had expelled the evil inclination and no longer have any achiza and
domain [of the many] within themselves. If after this, [the evil inclination]| returns, to incite
[Israel] and lead them astray, then there won’t be a situation where there is an entrance [of
Israel] into [the] domain [of the evil inclination], by the Jews seeking out sin, but rather [it

19 Isaiah 38:11. The words also appear adjacent to each other in Deut. 30:19, which was cited previously for the
term, “choose life,” but in Deut. 30:19 they do not mean “land of the living,” but rather they are part of two different
thoughts: “I call as a witness today heaven and earth; life and death I have put before you, blessing and curse. Choose
life—if you and your offspring would live.”

' The phrase, “He will send him help from the sanctuary” (@7pn 271y 2 m7w?), is derived from Ps. 20:3, “May
He send you help from the sanctuary (Wpn 377v-12w?).



will be the evil inclination that is entering] into their domain, i.e., by purposely trying to entice
them, and that is not akin to the cistern and the tree innocently following their own path, and thus
is not called “dug within his own [domain],” and so instead it is a case where the damager
must distance himself.
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Because of this, if you merit that you repent completely on Yom Kippur, it will be said
about you, “For on this day atonement shall be made for you” (Lev. 16:30), that you will be
forgiven even for what you will sin in the coming year! For according to the law, the evil
inclination should distance itself from you and not draw close, and [the evil inclination] is
the cause [of the sin], and in this sense, He will forgive you, for it is as though you were
compelled, in that it did not distance itself from you.
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But now that you haven’t merited to repent completely on Yom Kippur, it will be said
about you, “Her impurity was in her skirts,” that since the Temple was destroyed, and since
for “any generation in which the Temple is not built, it is as if it had been destroyed in their
times” (Yerushalmi Yoma 5a). Therefore, we need to say that you didn’t make complete
repentance and didn’t arrive even on Yom Kippur to be under the influence of the
ministering angels. For even according to Rabbi,'> whose opinion was that Yom Kippur
serves as atonement even without repentance,'’ it needs to be said that this is not a complete
atonement, as the old Tosafists proposed at the end of the eighth chapter of Yoma, that
because of this, the Temple was destroyed; and see there.

12 Yehuda haNasi, chief redactor of the Mishnah.

13 Mishnah Yoma 8:8-9 (Yoma 85b): “The sin-offering and the definite guilt-offering effect atonement. Death
and Yom Kippur effect atonement [when accompanied] with repentance. Repentance [itself] effects atonement for
light transgressions: [the transgression of] positive commandments and negative commandments. And for more severe
transgressions, [repentance] suspends [the divine punishment], until Yom Kippur arrives and effects atonement. One
who says: I shall sin and repent, sin and repent, they do not afford him the opportunity to repent. [If one says]: I shall
sin and Yom Kippur will atone for me, Yom Kippur does not effect atonement. For transgressions between man and
G-d, Yom Kippur effects atonement, but for transgressions between man and his fellow, Yom Kippur does not effect
atonement, until he has pacified his fellow.”
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Alternatively, [the Temple] was destroyed because of baseless hatred, which
comprises sins between man and his fellow man, for which Yom Kippur does not atone,*
and this is considered “Her impurity was in her skirts,” that a small place of achiza, i.c., some
small potential handhold for impurity, will remain forever for the evil inclination, such as at
the bottom of a pot, and this is referred to as “dug within his own [domain].” If so, the
damaged party must distance himself.

M 1d.



