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Chapter LVIII: Esther 
 
Essay 16. Resisting the nations of the world  
 

  נְאֵיהֶם"."בַּיּוֹם אֲשֶׁר שִׂבְּרוּ אֹיְבֵי הַיְּהוּדִים לִשְׁלוֹט בָּהֶם וְנַהֲפוֹ הוּא אֲשֶׁר יִשְׁלְטוּ הַיְּהוּדִים הֵמָּה בְּשֹׂ  פָּסוּק

 

There is a verse: “And so, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month—that is, the month 

of Adar—when the king’s command and decree were to be executed, the day on which the 

enemies of the Jews had expected to rule over them, the opposite happened, and the Jews 

ruled over their enemies” (Esther 9:1). 

 

חַ יָד בְּאוּמּוֹת הָעוֹלָם, אֲבָל עַתָּה וֹלָאו הָכִי לאֹ הָיָה לָהֶם לְיִשְׂרָאֵל לִשְׁלצְרַ לוֹמַר "וְנַהֲפוֹ הוּא אֲשֶׁר יִשְׁלְטוּ" מִשּׁוּם דְּאִי  וּה

שׁ שְׁבוּעוֹת הַלָּלוּ לָמָּה, אַחַת שֶׁהִשְׁבִּיעַ  דְּאָמְרִינַן בְּפֶרֶק י"ג דִּכְתוּבּוֹת   שֶׁהָאוּמּוֹת בִּקְּשׁוּ לְהָרְגָּם לָכֵן הוּתַּר אַף לְיִשְׂרָאֵל,  שָׁ

  . מּוֹת הָעוֹלָם שֶׁלּאֹ יִשְׁתַּעְבְּדוּ בְּיִשְׂרָאֵל יוֹתֵר מִדַּאיוּמּוֹת הָעוֹלָם וְאַחַת שֶׁהִשְׁבִּיעַ אֶת אוּהקב"ה אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁלּאֹ יִמְרְדוּ בְּא

 

It was necessary to say “the opposite happened and [the Jews] ruled over [their 

enemies],” for if this were not the case, Israel would not have been able to raise a hand against 

the nations of the world. But now, that the nations sought to kill [the Jews], therefore even 

Israel was permitted to raise a hand against the nations. As it says in the 13th chapter of tractate 

Ketubot: 

Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Chanina, said: Why [do we need] these three 

oaths [Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, 8:4]? One, so that the Jews should not ascend [to 

the Land of Israel] as a wall [but little by little]. And one, that the Holy One, 

Blessed be He, adjured the Jews that they should not rebel against [the rule of] 

the nations of the world. And one, that the Holy One, Blessed be He, adjured 

the nations [of the world] that they should not subjugate the Jews excessively. 

- Ketubot 111a 

 
   

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2020 by Charles S. Stein. 
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חָד מֵהֶם עַל הַשְּׁבוּעָה, הַשֵּׁנִי  וְאִיתָא בַּשֻּׁלְחָן עָרוּ יוֹרֶה דֵּעָה (סִימָן רל"ו סְעִיף ו') שָׁנִים שֶׁנִּשְׁבְּעוּ לַעֲשׂוֹת דָּבָר אֶחָד וְעָבַר אֶ 

מּוֹת  וּמּוֹת נִשְׁבְּעוּ זֶה לְזֶה, וְהָשַּׁתָּא שֶׁעָבְרוּ הָאוּוְאַף כָּאן מִקְרִי שֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל וְהָא. וְאֵין צָרִי הַתָּרָה. לְפִיכָ אִישׁ וְאִשָּׁה וְכוּ'פָּטוּר 

וְאֵין צָרִי הַתָּרָה, כְּלוֹמַר  גָּדוֹל מִזֶּה, גַּם הַשֵּׁנִי פָּטוּר, אימִדַּ עַל שְׁבוּעָתָם וּבִקְּשׁוּ לְהַשְׁמִיד אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁאֵין לְ שִׁעְבּוּד יוֹתֵר 

מּוֹת הָעוֹלָם. (וְעַיֵּין לְעֵיל בַּשִּׁיר הַשִּׁירִים דָּרוּשׁ ט"ז שֶׁמְּבָאֵר  וּ תָּרִים לְהָרְגָּם וְאֵינָם בִּכְלָל הַשְּׁבוּעָה שֶׁלּאֹ יִמְרְדוּ בְּאוּשֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל מ

  . סּוּר שֶׁל דְחֵיקַת הַקֵּץ)יאִ שָׁם 

 

It’s brought in the Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah (siman 236, se’if 6), “If two [people] 

vowed to [jointly] do one thing, and one of them violated [the vow], both are exempt and don’t 

need annulment [of the vow]. Therefore, a man and a woman who are engaged to each other 

and accepted a pledge to marry at a set time, and one violates and the deadline passes, it is 

forbidden for that person to marry another, and the other is permitted [to marry another] and does 

not need annulment [of the vow].” Even here, it is the case that Israel and the nations were 

adjured regarding each other, and now that the nations have violated their vow and sought 

to destroy Israel, as there is no subjugation more serious than this, then also the second party 

to the joint adjuration is exempt from their vow not to rebel against the rule of the other nations, 

and they do not need annulment of their vow. That is, as if to say, that Israel is permitted to 

kill them, and it’s not included in the vow that they shouldn’t rebel against the rule of the 

other nations.  

 
* * * 


