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Chapter LVIII: Esther 
 
Essay 2. The will of a righteous man  

 
וַעֲבָדִים עַל   .בַּר אַבָּא אָמַר ר' יוֹחָנָן הִקְצִיף הקב"ה אֲדוֹנִים עַל עֲבָדִים לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן צַדִּיק  ]חִיָּיא[אָמַר    פֶּרֶק קַמָּא  לָּהימְגִ 

  . "וְשָׁם אִתָּנוּ" וְכוּ' "פַּרְעֹה קָצַף עַל־עֲבָדָיו", לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן צַדִּיק וּמַנּוּ יוֹסֵף,  יבאֲדוֹנִים וְכוּ' דִּכְתִ   .אֲדוֹנִים לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן צַדִּיק
כַי" ע"כ. צָרִי עִיּוּן מַה  "וַיִּוָּדַע הַדָּבָר לְמָרְדֳּ   יבדִּכְתִ    מָרְדְּכַי,"קָצַף בִּגְתָן וָתֶרֶשׁ", לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן צַדִּיק וּמַנּוּ   יבעֲבָדִים וְכוּ' דִּכְתִ 

  .כְפַּת לְהוּ לַצַּדִּיקִים מֵהַאי קֶצֶףירֶ הָיָה שֶׁיַּקְצִיף הקב"ה וְכוּ', וּמָה אִ וֹצ
 
Tractate Megillah, in the first chapter:  

Rabbi Chiya1 bar Abba said that Rabbi Yochanan said: The Holy One, 
Blessed be He, caused the masters to become angry with their servants [in 
order] to fulfill the will of a righteous man, and the servants with the masters 
to fulfill the will of [another] righteous man.  

The masters with their servants, as it is written, “Pharaoh was angry 
with his servants,”2 in order to fulfill the will of a righteous man. And who is 
this? Joseph. As it is written, “There with us was a Hebrew youth.”3 

The servants with the masters, as it is written, “At that time, when 
Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s 
eunuchs who guarded the threshold, became angry, and plotted to do away with 
King Ahasuerus.”4 In order to fulfil the will of a righteous man. And who is 
this? Mordechai. As it is written, “The matter became known to Mordechai.”5  

- Megillah 13b 
This requires investigation: What need was there that the Holy One, Blessed be He, made 
them angry? Also, what difference did this anger make to these righteous individuals? I.e., 
why couldn’t G-d have arranged for Joseph and Mordechai to succeed without involving these 
others?   

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. 
1 The first edition read Rav Acha. 
2 Gen. 41:10. 
3 Gen. 41:12. 
4 Esther 2:21. 
5 Esther 2:22. 
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לְהַאֲמִין שֶׁעַל לאֹ דָּבָר   וְיֵשׁ לוֹמַר שֶׁהֲרֵי יוֹסֵף אָמַר סְבַרָא  "וְגַם־פֹּה לאֹ־עָשִׂיתִי מְאוּמָה כִּי־שָׂמוּ אֹתִי בַּבּוֹר", לִכְאוֹרָה אֵין 
וֹן  אָמְנָם כְּשֶׁרָאוּ הַבְּרִיּוֹת שָׁאַף פַּרְעֹה קָצַף עַל שַׂר הַמַּשְׁקִים וְלאֹ הָיָה שׁוּם חֵטְא וְעָ .   וְיַסְגִּירֵהוּ בְּבֵית הַסֹּהַר  אֲדוֹנוֹ ף עָלָיו  וֹיִּקְצ

אָיָה שֶׁהוֹשִׁיבוּ עַל כַּנוֹ, אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁאַף הָאָדוֹן שֶׁל יוֹסֵף נָמֵי חָשַׁב  וְהָרְ  פְלָה שֶׁלּאֹ מִדַּעְתּוֹ,שֶׁאֶפְשָׁר שֶׁנָ  בְּיָדוֹ, כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב בְּמִדְרָשׁ
   שֶׁיוֹסֵף חֵטְא וְהוּא לאֹ חָטָא, וְלָכֵן לַעֲשׂוֹת רָצוֹן צַדִּיק קָצַף פַּרְעֹה עַל שְׁתֵּי עֲבָדָיו.

 
It can be said that Joseph said, “nor have I done anything here that they should have 

put me in the dungeon,”6 apparently there was no reason to believe Joseph, that his master 
was angry with him for no reason, and locked him up in the prison unjustly. I.e., many people 
who are imprisoned proclaim their innocence. 

However, the people saw that even Pharaoh was angry at the chief wine steward and 
there was no unintentional or intentional sin on his hands, as is written in the midrash,7 that 
a fly had fallen in Pharaoh’s cup, and it is possible that [the fly] fell without [the steward’s] 
knowledge, and the proof is that he was returned to his position. When the people saw that, 
they realized that it was possible that even the master of Joseph likewise thought that Joseph 
sinned when he hadn’t sinned.  

Therefore, to fulfil the will of the righteous man, Pharoah was angry at both of his 
servants. I.e., it wasn’t enough that Joseph was able to come to the attention of Pharoah as an 
interpreter of dreams, but it was also critical to introduce the thought that he was trustworthy and 
had never deserved to be imprisoned. 

 
", שָׁכַל אוֹתָהּ הַלַּיְלָה הָיָה נִרְאֶה לַאֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ עַל פָּסוּק    בַּמִּדְרָשׁוְכֵן בַּאֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ אָמְרוּ זַ"ל   "בַּלַּיְלָה הַהוּא נָדְדָה שְׁנַת הַמֶּלֶ

הִתְפַּחֵד, וְכִי הַסְּבָרָא נוֹתֶנֶת וְנִבְהַל מְאֹד הַמֶּלֶ עַל הַדָּבָר הַזֶּה, וְקָשֶׁה מֶה הָיָה לוֹ לְ .  שֶׁהָמָן "עֹמֵד לְנֶגְדּוֹ וְחַרְבּוֹ שְׁלוּפָה בְּיָדוֹ"
לּוּ שֶׁרָאָה כָּ בַּחֲלוֹם הָיָה לוֹ לוֹמַר הַחֲלוֹמוֹת שָׁוְא יְדַבְּרוּ,  יוַאֲפִ .  שֶׁאַחַר שֶׁגִּדְּלוֹ עַל כֹּל הַשַּׂרִים יִהְיֶה כְּפוּי טוֹבָה וִיבַקֵּשׁ לַהֲמִיתוֹ

 הֲמִיתוֹ, אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁאַף בְּהָמָן יִהְיֶה  אֲבָל לְאַחַר שֶׁמָּצָא בַּסֵּפֶר הַזִּכְרוֹנוֹת שָׁאַף בִּגְתָן וָתֶרֶשׁ שֶׁהָיוּ שֵׁנִי סָרִיסִין הָאֲהוּבִים לוֹ בִּקְּשׁוּ
  ., וְלָכֵן נִתְיָירֵאכָּ 
 

Similarly, with Ahasuerus, [the rabbis] of blessed memory said in the midrash8 about 
the verse, “that night, sleep deserted the king,”9 that throughout that entire night, it had 
appeared to Ahasuerus that Haman “was standing before him, drawn sword in hand.”10 The 
king was very much afraid about this, and it’s hard to understand why he was afraid, for his 
reasoning was that after he had promoted [Haman] above all the other ministers,11 would he 
be ungrateful and seek to kill [the King]? Thus, even when he saw this in the dream, he would 
have thought to say that the dreams were meaningless,12 but after he found the book of 

 
6 Gen. 40:15. 
7 Gen. Rabbah 88:2. 
8 Esther Rabbah 10:1. 
9 Esther 6:1. 
10 Joshua 5:13. 
11 Esther 5:11. 
12 Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 578:6; Zohar III:234b. 
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records that even Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s beloved eunuchs had sought to kill 
him,13 it was possible that even with Haman it was thus, and therefore he was afraid. 

 
שׁ לאֹ הָיָה שָׁת לִבּוֹ אֶל חֲלוֹם וּמִשּׁוּם הָכִי אִיצְטְרִי שֶׁיִּקְצְפוּ עֲבָדִים עַל הָאָדוֹן לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹן מָרְדְּכַי, דְּאִי לָאו הָכִי אֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹ

יזֶה אוֹהֵב שֶׁמָּרַד  מֵי שֶׁמִּטַּעַם זֶה אָמַר לְהָבִיא לְפָנָיו סֵפֶר הַזִּכְרוֹנוֹת דִּבְרֵי הַיָּמִים, לִרְאוֹת אִם יֵשׁ שׁוּם זִכָּרוֹן מֵאֵ כָּזֶה. וְאֶפְשָׁר נָ 
  . בַּמֶּלֶ

 
Because of this, it was necessary that the servants were angry with their masters, to 

accomplish the will of Mordechai, for if this were not so, Ahasuerus would not have paid 
attention to such a dream.  

It’s possible also that for this reason, he ordered [his men] to bring before him the 
book of records, the annals, to see if there was any record of some beloved subject who had 
rebelled against the king. 

 
* * * 

 
13 Esther 2:21 and 6:2. 


