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Chapter Il — Mishnah 13
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Rabbi Yehoshua said: an evil eye, the evil inclination, and hatred for humankind
puts a person out of the world.
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In the 9™ chapter of tractate Bava Metzia, it is said: “Rav went to a graveyard, [and]
did what he did [i.e., he used an incantation to find out how those buried there died], [and] he
said: Ninety-nine [of these died] by the evil eye, and one [died] by natural means.”!

The Tosafot question: “If so, the descendants of Joseph, over whom the evil eye does
not rule, should live much longer than the other tribes!” The Tosafot answer: “They died by
natural means more than the others, for when G-d wants to Kkill them, he sends them other
illnesses.”
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About this, the Tanna said, for one of three things a person dies: either the evil eye,
or the evil inclination, or hatred of humanity. For one ruled by the evil eye, dies by the evil
eye, that is the meaning of “ninety-nine [of these died] by the evil eye.”

One who is not ruled over by the evil eye, like the descendants of Joseph, dies by
other illnesses that the Holy One, Blessed be He, sends to him. This is the meaning of “the

’ English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://zstorah.com
! Bava Metzia 107b.




evil inclination,” for there is no suffering without injustice, and there is no death without
sin.’

One who does not have an evil eye, and does not have an evil inclination, but he
does not love mankind, because of his personality—this also causes death to him. As it says
in the second chapter of tractate Berachot: “Abaye used to say: One must always be shrewd
in [achieving] fear [of Heaven] ... so that he will be loved above [in G-d’s eyes], [and]
pleasant below [in the eyes of the people].”> When mankind hate him, he is not “pleasant
below [in the eyes of the people],” and what can he do in this world, as the author of the

Midrash Shmuel wrote.*
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These things are according to the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua, who said above, in
Mishnah 11 of this chapter, that cleaving to “a good companion,” is following in a good path,
and that cleaving to “a bad companion,” is following in a bad path.

Here, in this Mishnah, [Rabbi Yehoshua] adds that it’s necessary that a man should
seek for himself a good companion in a natural course, so that he shouldn’t have the evil
eye.

It is good on the part of his actions, that he should adhere to the good inclination
and not to the bad inclination.

Also, it is good because of his virtues, that they love him as himself> and guide him
with good virtues, and then he will not have hatred of mankind. If he won’t have such a
good companion, it’s better for him to die, and this is the meaning of “puts a person out of
the world.” This is as it says in the first chapter of tractate Bava Batra, “Rava said that the
closeness between Job and his friends explains the adage: Either a friend like the friends of
Job, or death.”® I.e., if a person lacks close friends, he is better off dead.
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2 Shabbat 55a.

3 Berachot 17a.

4Rabbi Samuel de Ugeda (1546-1604) was a Rosh Yeshiva and Kabbalist in Safed, a disciple of the Arizal and
Rabbi Chaim Vital. In Midrash Shmuel (Venice 1579), he writes on Avot 2:11: “As for one who hates mankind
because his disposition is not empathetic with humanity, they eliminate him from this world. [They do this] by their
saying that because his disposition is not empathetic with the human race, which is in this material world, if so, he is
not part of society, and why should he reside there. [Thus], they eliminate him and take him out from the world.”

5 Cf. I Sam. 18:1: “When [David] finished speaking with Saul, Jonathan’s soul became bound up with the soul
of David; Jonathan loved David as himself.”

¢ Bava Batra 16b.



