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Chapter IV — Mishnah 15
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Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua said: let the honor of your student be as dear to you as your
own, and the honor of your colleague as the reverence for your teacher, and the reverence for
your teacher as the reverence of Heaven.
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The commentators of blessed memory “pursued after the honor”' of the Tanna, to
ascend and reach the purpose of his intent.’

VWi " 0RTD MR T2 12 AWR A7) INWIR AR1W 29TY 702 970,00 DI K0T 1277 09
77 °% IR 92,70V K °197 1101 10913 IR LAY 79Y 0% kD 22 anna Lu"p A7 ningnT A" P92 s 12
30371 R A7 ARITI DWYR A93) .Y MWH 'R P93 MPYR? IV TR0 W DIRmIp 1Y U I L,
RPN2OIPT WYY TR0 PN, T2V RIN LW 209 RRNT 92,908 M) L,R000 TNV M 027 ,0°8907 w2 10N

D) I IR 1007 1T 17

By the way, the Tanna followed his own opinion. This is clear: that for the rabbi who
has merited leadership and greatness, it is difficult for him to step down from it. Thus Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Perachya said in Menachot, chapter 13, page 109b:

Initially, [if] anyone who would say [to me]: Ascend to [the position of
Nasi®], 1 would tie him up and place him in front of a lion [out of anger for his
suggestion]|. Now [that I have become the Nasi, in response to] anyone who tells
me to leave [the position], I [would] throw a pot of boiling [water]| on him.

- Menachot 109b

: English translation: Copyright © 2023 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays are at http://www.zstorah.com

! The term appears, e.g., Bahya ben Asher, 1255-1340, Commentary on Torah, Introduction; Isaiah HaLevi
Horovitz (c.1555-1630), Shnei Luchot HaBrit, Torah She’bi’ctav, Sh’lach, Torah Ohr 45.

2 For example, Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac Levi (1532-1600), Lev Avot (Thessaloniki 1565); Rabbi Samuel ben
Isaac de Ugeda (1500s), Midrash Shmuel (Venice 1579).

3 The Nasi was a Jewish leader who represented the community to the non-Jewish rulers.
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This is explained above, in Chapter I, Mishnah 6. There are similar events like this in the
Gemara. Thus it also says in the Yerushalmi, in tractate Kilayim, chapter 9, halacha 3: Rabbi
Yehuda haNasi was very meek and said, all a man might ask from me I am ready to do, except
what the elders of Bathyra did for my ancestor: they divested themselves of their presidency
and appointed him.
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And at the end of the 8 chapter of tractate Yevamot, entitled “An uncircumcised man”:

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: When I went to learn Torah from Rabbi
Elazar ben Shamua, his students joined together against me like the roosters of
Beit Bukya [highly aggressive animals that do not allow other creatures to remain
among them], and they only let me learn one matter.

- Yevamot 84a

Rashi explained: ¢ ‘of Beit Bukya’—[They were] well-educated and sharp, and they
wouldn’t make room for a foreign rooster among them.”

A difficulty is why didn’t Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua reprove them, that they should
give space for Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi to learn with him? However, just as it was difficult for
the rabbi to leave his place, so too it was difficult for these students to have another come
and take their place. Because of this, Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua did not scold them, because
the honor of your student be as dear to you as your own.
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The students of Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua themselves were accustomed to respect
and revere each other as they revered their teacher, that it says in the 5™ chapter of tractate
Eruvin (53a), “Rabbi [Yehuda HaNasi] said, when we learned Torah with Rabbi Elazar ben
Shamua,” we would stand six in each square cubit.”* Rashi explains that they would approach
closer to hear the teachings from his mouth, and they would push each other in an attempt to

4 Our current edition of Eruvin, as well as every manuscript shown at https://bavli.genizah.org, show “we would
sit six in each cubit.”




get closer. Each of them suffered from the constricted place, but they would not push their
fellows backwards, as they had respect and reverence for each other. This is the meaning of
“and the honor of your colleague as the reverence for your teacher.”
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The Maharsha wondered how they were able to sit in such a narrow space.’ His
solution was that it was by way of a miracle, such as similar places “where the smaller
contained the greater.”® This is the meaning of let “the reverence for your teacher as the
reverence of Heaven,” that a miracle like this occurred in the Temple where the Shechinah
dwells, that “people stood pressed together, yet bowed down and had room enough.”’ Even
here it occurred in the merit of the rabbi upon whom the Shechinah rested, and his place was
a sacred place.
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And if you say, weren’t these actions of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi counter to each other?
L.e., in Yevamot 84a, he is quoted as saying that he was only allowed to learn one thing from Rabbi
Elazar ben Shamua, but then in Eruvin 53a, he testified about the tight conditions, as though he
had spent a longer time there. The Tosafists already felt this in the third chapter of Menachot,
page 18a, and they solved, that initially they didn’t give him room to learn, but afterward,
after a while they accepted him.

TR LD 220 "W oY 2020 A7R7R Ti20 oM PR 027 01272 2 MYn 2 P92 Y7 071RY 07 AR
097 NE0) 7122 19 NI LRI a0 IR, 1000 oY TR XOW 277 NX I angT ,0niT ooyl

Even for those who hold above, in Chapter 1I, Mishna 12 in the words of Rabbi
Eliezer, “Let the honor of your friend be as dear to you as your own,” in any case, these are
not similar matters. There, [Rabbi Eliezer] warns the rabbi not to be strict with his student,
and here, [Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua] warns, to the contrary, to show him respect and ease.

5 Rabbi Shmuel Eliezer Eidels (“the Maharsha™) (1555-1631), Chiddushei Agadot.
® Gen. Rabbah 5:7; Lev. Rabbah 10:9; Rashi on Lev. 8:3; Rashi on Num. 20:10; Rashi on Joshua 3:9.
7 Pirkei Avot 5:4; Yoma 21a; Gen. Rabbah 5:7; Lev. Rabbah 10:9.
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