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Chapter VI – Conclusion 
  

ה' חָפֵץ לְמַעַן צִדְקוֹ "  וּמִצְוֹת, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַרלְפִיכָ הִרְבָּה לָהֶם תּוֹרָה  ,  יִשְׂרָאֵללְזַכּוֹת אֶת    הקב"האוֹמֵר, רָצָה   רַבִּי חֲנַנְיָא בֶּן עֲקַשְׁיָא
   ".יַגְדִּיל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּיר

  
Rabbi Hananiah ben Akashya says: It pleased the Holy One, Blessed be He, to grant 

merit to Israel. Therefore He gave them Torah and commandments in abundance, as it is 
said, “The Lord was pleased for His righteousness, to make Torah great and glorious.”1  

- - - - - - - - - - 
מְד שֶׁבִּימֵי  וּ נִכְבָּדוֹת  שֶׁיָּדוּעַ הוּא  יֵשׁ לוֹמַר,  וְעוֹד  קַמָּא.  פִּרְקָא  בְּסוֹף  לְמַעְלָה  כְּבָר  בָּהּ  הַמִּשְׁנָה,רַבִּי  בָּר  שֶׁרָאָה    נִכְתְּבָה  לְפִי 

פּוֹת, שֶׁהָיוּ בֶּעָווֹנוֹת הָרַבִּים מִתְגַּבְּרוֹת  יוְהַשִּׁכְחָה הָיְתָה מִתְרַבָּה וְהוֹלֶכֶת, וְרִבּוּי הַשִּׁכְחָה בָּא מֵחֲמַת הַקְּלִ   שֶׁנִּתְמַעֲטוּ הַלְּבָבוֹת, 
  כְּנוֹדָע.   וְהוֹלְכוֹת,

 
Glorious things are spoken of this2 already above, at the end of the opening Mishnah 

of this chapter. It can also be said, that it’s known that in the days of Rabbi Yehuda ha-Nasi, 
the Mishnah was written, because he saw that hearts were diminished, and [people’s] 
forgetting of halacha was growing stronger.3 This increase in forgetfulness of halacha came 
about because of the klipot [the husks of impurity], which were the sins of the masses which 
were continually increasing, as is known.4  

 
יוֹתֵר, וְתִ יצְרַ תִּ וּוְאַחַר כָּ ה וּלְהוֹצִיא הַסּינוּ הַתַּלְמוּד יְרוּשַׁלְמִי, כִּי סוֹד הַתַּלְמוּד לְבָרֵר בֵּ קְ יקּוּן    לֶת מִתּוֹ הַפְּסֹלֶת, וֹרוּרִין 

 .וֹת מִמֶּנָּהשִּׁיּוֹת. וְלָכֵן, "תַּלְמוּד" גִּימַטְרִיָּא לִילִי"ת, שֶׁהוּא לְהַכְנִיעָהּ לָקַחַת הַנִּיצוֹצוֹת הַקְּדוֹשׁוּבְּסוֹד קַשׁ וְתֶבֶן שֶׁל הַקּ
 
Afterward, a greater reform was necessary, and [the rabbis] established the 

Jerusalem Talmud, for the esoteric secret of the Talmud was to clarify clarifications in order 

 
* English translation: Copyright © 2022 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays available at http://zstorah.com 
1 Isaiah 42:21. 
2 Cf. Ps. 87:3, “Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of G-d. Selah.” 
3 Rambam, Introduction to the Mishneh Torah: “Why did Rabbeinu Hakadosh make [such an innovation] instead 

of perpetuating the status quo? Because he saw the students becoming fewer, new difficulties constantly arising, the 
Roman Empire spreading itself throughout the world and becoming more powerful, and the Jewish people wandering 
and becoming dispersed to the far ends of the world. [Therefore,] he composed a single text that would be available 
to everyone, so that it could be studied quickly and would not be forgotten. Throughout his entire life, he and his court 
taught the Mishnah to the masses.” 

4 Etz Chaim, Sha'ar 15:6:1. 
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to counter the klipot, and to remove the fine flour from the refuse, in the esoteric secret of 
extracting the fine flour, i.e., the true halacha, from the straw or hay of the questions raised by 
the rabbis in the Gemara’s back-and-forth analysis of the Mishnah. Therefore, “Talmud” has the 
same gematria of 480 as the harmful spirit Lilith,5 that is, the study of Talmud can help to subdue 
her, to take the sparks of holiness from her.  

 
, תָּקְפָה עֲלֵיהֶם צָרַת הַשִּׁעְבּוּד, כִּי גָּבְרָה הַקְּלִ  רַח גָּדוֹל. וְזֶהוּ מַה שֶׁאָמְרוּ  וֹפָּה וְלאֹ הָיוּ יְכוֹלִים עוֹד לְבָרֵר אֶלָּא בְּטיוְאַחַר כָּ

הַחִ יבַנִי""בְּמַחֲשַׁכִּים הוֹשִׁ   זַ"ל וּבְכָל  בַּבְלִי.  תַּלְמוּד  זֶה  הַתִּ י,  מַרְבֶּה  הוּא  הָעֶלְיוֹן  ידּוּשִׁים שֶׁאָדָם כּוֹתֵב,  בָּעוֹלָם  וּבַשָּׁמַיִם  קּוּן 
  הַחֲדָשָׁה. וְהָאָרֶץ הַחֲדָשִׁים 

 
Afterward, the hardship of the servitude caused by the Roman exile struck them, 

because the klipah grew stronger and they were no longer able to clarify matters, except with 
great difficulty. This is what [the rabbis] of blessed memory said, “ ‘He has made me dwell 
in dark places,’6 Rabbi Yirmeya says this [refers to] the Babylonian Talmud,”7 which he felt 
was not as clear as the Jerusalem Talmud. 

With all of the novelties that a person writes, he increases the correction in the 
supernal world, and in “the new heaven and in the new earth.”8 

  
מַּה שֶׁיִּכְתְּכוּ נוּ, שֶׁ יפָּה, לְפִיכָ הִרְבָּה לָהֶם תּוֹרָה, דְּהַיְ ירֶת הַקְּלִ וֹלְזַכּוֹת יִשְׂרָאֵל, מִתִּגְבּ  ה"בקוּמִשּׁוּם הָכִי אָמַר הַתַּנָּא, רָצָה ה

דֶם לאֹ הָיוּ צְרִיכִים לְכָל אֵלּוּ הַפִּלְפּוּלִים, וְלאֹ הָיוּ בָּעוֹלָם.  וֹל פִּי שֶׁמִּקּשֶׁתִּהְיֶה נִקְרֵאת תּוֹרָה קְדוֹשָׁה. וְאַף עַ   וִיחַדְּשׁוּ בַּתּוֹרָה,
נִ  שֶׁיִּהְיוּ  כְּדֵי  נַמִּי,  הַקְּלִ יאִי  מִן  עֵינֵיהֶם    פּוֹת,יצּוֹלִים  הֵאִיר  זֶה  אַחַר  וְעוֹד,  יְרוּשַׁלְמִי,  וְהַתַּלְמוּד  הַמִּשְׁנָה  לְבָאֵר  עֵינֵיהֶם  הֵאִיר 

   עַל שָׁנוּ חֲכָמִים, וְעי"ש. הוֹסִיף אַף תַּלְמוּד בַּבְלִי. וְזֶהוּ לְפִיכָ הִרְבָּה לָהֶם "תּוֹרָה". וּכְמוֹ שֶׁכָּתַבְנוּ לְעֵיל בִּתְחִלַּת הַפֶּרֶקלְ 
 
Because of this, the Tanna said, “It pleased the Holy One, Blessed be He, to grant 

merit to Israel,” from the intensification of the klipah. Therefore, He gave them Torah in 
abundance, that is, what they would write about and novelties they would derive on the 
Torah, which is called the Holy Torah. This is despite the fact that in ancient times they didn’t 
need all of these debates, and there weren’t any such debates in the world as to the halacha. If 
so, in the later times, in order that they would be saved from the klipot, He enlightened their 
eyes to explain the Mishnah and the Jerusalem Talmud, and further, after that He 
enlightened their eyes to add even the Babylonian Talmud. This is the meaning of, “Therefore, 
He gave them ‘Torah’ . . . in abundance.” As we wrote above at the beginning of the chapter 
on “The sages taught in the language of the Mishnah,” and see there. 

 

 
5 See Isaiah 34:14. The Arizal identified Lilith as a partner of Satan who seeks to bring immorality to man. 
6 Lam. 3:6. 
7 Sanhedrin 24a. 
8 Isaiah 66:22, “Just as the new heaven and the new earth which I will make shall endure by My will, declares the 

L-rd, so shall your seed and your name endure.” 
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וְלָכֵן כָּל עֵת שֶׁהַחִיצוֹנִים   תֵּר,יבָּלִים, שֶׁכֹּחַ הַחִיצוֹנִים וּרְצוֹנָם הוּא לְהוֹסִיף בַּהֶ וּוֹת". כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתְבוּ הַמְּקוְעוֹד הִרְבָּה לָהֶם "מִצְ 
וְזֶהוּ שֶׁמָּצִינוּ שֶׁהַרְבֵּה תַּקָּנוֹת עָשׂוּ הַחֲכָמִים רִאשׁוֹנִים, וְלאֹ קַבִּילוּ מִנַּיְיהוּ, וְאַחַר כָּ   גּוֹבְרִים, הֲלָכָה כְּדִבְרֵי הָאוֹסְרִים. עכ"ל.

וְהַטַּעַם הוּא, שֶׁבְּנֵי אוֹתוֹ    גָה מִן הָרִאשׁוֹנִים.י, אַף עַל פִּי שֶׁהָיוּ יוֹתֵר פְּחוּתִים בַּמַּדְרֵ הָאַחֲרוֹנִים גָּזְרוּ וְקַבִּילוּ מִנַּיְיהוּבַּדּוֹרוֹת  
. וְהַדּוֹר הָאַחֲרוֹן רָאוּ שֶׁהַחִיצוֹנִים  וֹהַדּוֹר הָרִאשׁוֹן נִרְאֶה לָהֶם שֶׁאֵין כֹּל כָּ צ רֶ לְאוֹתָהּ חוּמְרָא, שֶׁהַחִיצוֹנִים לאֹ גָּבְרוּ כֹּל כָּ

   כִי, קַבִּילוּ מִנַּיְיהוּ אוֹתָהּ הַחוּמְרָא.הָיוּ גּוֹבְרִים, מִשּׁוּם הָ 
 
Also, “He gave them . . . commandments in abundance.” As the Kabbalists wrote, the 

force of the chitzonim9 and their will is to add leniencies, and therefore every time that the 
chitzonim gain strength, the halacha is according to the words of those rabbis who rule strictly 
in opposition to the leniencies, instead saying that something is forbidden.10 This is why we found 
that the first sages made many ordinances, and [the people] did not accept them, and 
afterward in the later generations, they decreed and [the people] accepted them, even though 
[the later sages] were lower in status than the first [sages].11 The reason is that it appeared to 
the members of that early generation that there was no such need for the restrictive measure, 
that the chitzonim were not so strong. But the later generation saw that the chitzonim were 
getting stronger, and because of that, they accepted the restrictive measure. 

  
וּמִצְ  לָהֶם תּוֹרָה  הִרְבָּה  לְפִיכָ  הָכִי,  וְזֶהוּ  וּמִשּׁוּם  בְּרִיּוֹתָיו.  אֶת  לְהַצְדִּיק  חָפֵץ  שֶׁלְּעוֹלָם  צִדְקוֹ",  לְמַעַן  חָפֵץ  שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר "ה'  וֹת, 

עוֹד שֶׁכָּל  וְיַאְדִּיר",  תּוֹרָה  ח  "יַגְדִּיל  מוֹסִיפִים  וּסְיָ וּשֶׁאָנוּ  הימְרוֹת  שֶׁל  מוֹרָאוֹ  עָלֵינוּ  מוֹסִיפִים  אָנוּ  שֶׁהוּא  ה"בקגִים,   נֶאְדָּר, 
   יְהִי רָצוֹן.ן בַּקֹּדֶשׁ. "אַדִּיר הוּא יִבְנֶה בֵּיתוֹ בְּקָרוֹב", "וְהֵשִׁיב לֵב־אָבוֹת עַל־בָּנִים וְלֵב בָּנִים עַל־אֲבוֹתָם". אָמֵן, כֵּ 

 
This is why “He gave them Torah and commandments in abundance,” as it is said, 

“The Lord was pleased for His righteousness,” that He was always pleased to make His 
creatures righteous. Because of this, “Torah will be made great and glorious,” that as long as 
we add restrictive measures and fences, we increase for ourselves the fear of the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, Who is “majestic in holiness.”12 “Mighty is He, may He build His house 
soon,”13 “He shall reconcile parents with children and children with their parents.”14 Amen, 
so may it be His will.  

 
   .עֲרָבוֹתכֵב וֹלָרתְּהִלָּה נַבִּיעַ  . רוּשׁ מַסֶּכֶת אָבוֹתיתַּם וְנִשְׁלַם פֵּ 

 
Finished and complete is the interpretation of the tractate of Pirkei Avot (“The Ethics 

of the Fathers”), we will give praise to He Who rides clouds.15 
* * * 

 
9 Chitzonim (“external forces”) are elements of Creation that act as a spiritual barrier between us and G-d. 
10 Yitzhak Benyamin Wolf, Nachalat Binyamin (Amsterdam 1682), mitzvah 121. See also Chapter III, Mishnah 

1, above. 
11 Cf. Shabbat 14b. 
12 Ex. 15:11. 
13 Pesach Haggadah, Nirtzah, Adir Hu. 
14 Malachi 3:24. 
15 Cf. Ps. 68:5. 


